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Preface 


This supplement contains the official version of material supplementing the 
Tennessee Code Annotated, Official Edition, as previously enacted, and new 
and amendatory laws of a general and permanent nature enacted in the 2021 
First Extraordinary Session and the 2021 Regular Session of the 112th 
General Assembly. It was prepared by the editorial staff of the publisher with 
the assistance of Paige A. Seals, Revisor of Statutes and Executive Secretary 
for the Tennessee Code Commission. 

This volume consists of Title 55. 

Information about the Code and suggestions for its use may be found in the 
User’s Guide, a version of which appears in each volume. 

Please note: (1) Tennessee Code Annotated section designations assigned to 
2021 acts by the General Assembly may have been changed by the Tennessee 
Code Commission pursuant to § 1-1-108; and (2) under Tenn. Const., art. II, 
§ 24, laws requiring the expenditure of state funds may be null and void 
unless first-year funding is approved in the year in which the law is passed. 

This supplement contains annotations to Supreme Court decisions posted to 
Lexis Advance through April 15, 2021. Annotations are taken from decisions or 
articles that appear in the following traditional sources: 


South Western Reporter, 3d Series 
Supreme Court Reporter 

Federal Reporter, 3d Series 
Federal Supplement, 2d Series 
Federal Rules Decisions 
Bankruptcy Reporter 

Opinions of the Attorney General 
Tennessee Bar Journal 

Tennessee Law Review 

University of Memphis Law Review 
Vanderbilt Law Review 


Suggestions, comments, or questions about the Tennessee Code Annotated 
are always welcome. You may call us toll free at (800) 833-9844, email us at 
customer.support@lexisnexis.com, or write Tennessee Editor, LexisNexis, 9443 
Springboro Pike, Miamisburg, OH 45342. 

Visit our Internet home page at www.lexisnexis.com for an online book- 
store, technical support, customer service, and other company information. 
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TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED 


TITLE 55 
MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 


Chapter 


3. 


4, 


10. 


Wie 


18. 
21. 


50. 


Certificates of Title. 

Part 1. General Provisions 

Registration and Licensing of Motor Vehicles. 

Part 1. General Provisions 

Part 2. Special License Plates 

Part 3. Special License Plates — Continued 

Operation of Vehicles — Rules of the Road. 

Part 1. Operation of Vehicles — Rules of the Road 

Equipment — Lighting Regulations. 

Part 3. Required Equipment on Motorcycles and Motor Driven Cycles 
Accidents, Crimes and Penalties. 

Part 1. Accidents 

Part 3. Penalties and Procedure 

Part 4. Alcohol and Drug Related Offenses 

Part 5. Drag Racing 

Part 8. Tennessee Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act 
Vehicle Sales Licenses. 

Part 1. Motor Vehicle Sales Licenses 

Automobile Clubs and Associations. 

Disabled Drivers and Passengers. 

Part 3. 2021 Precious Cargo Act [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 
Uniform Classified and Commercial Driver License Act. 

Part 3. Application, Examination, and Issuance 

Part 4. Commercial Driver Licenses 


CHAPTER 3 
CERTIFICATES OF TITLE 


Part 1. General Provisions 


Section 


55-3-114. Issuance of certificate of title — Form and contents — Delivery — Lienors holding 


55-3-126. Constructive notice of lien upon filing request for notation — Method of giving notice — 


55-3-114. Issuance of certificate of title — Form and contents — 


(a)(1) The commissioner shall, upon receipt of an application for a certificate 
of title, and after determining by an examination of its records that the 


certificate. 


Perfection of security interest. 


PART 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Delivery — Lienors holding certificate. 


1 
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applicant is entitled to a certificate of title, issue the same. 

(2) Except as provided by subdivision (a)(3), the several county clerks are 
designated deputies to perform, at their option, duties in connection with 
services normally performed by the department related to the issuance of 
titles or issuance of replacement certificates of title. 

(3) The several county clerks shall perform duties in connection with 
services related to the notation of liens and encumbrances and the extension 
of mortgages on certificates of title. 

(4) For each certificate of title issued by a county clerk, the department 
shall pay the clerk a fee of two dollars ($2.00). 

(5) For each certificate of title issued by a county clerk, the department 
shall pay the clerk an additional fee of thirty-five cents (35¢), which funds 
shall be earmarked for office supplies and equipment required to perform 
titling and registration services. Such funds shall be preserved for these 
purposes and shall not revert to the county general fund at the end of a 
budget year if unexpended. 

(6) For purposes of this subsection (a), the clerk shall be deemed to have 

issued the certificate of title if the clerk performed the examination of the 
application for a certificate of title and entered the required data into the 
state computer system for the purpose of printing or electronically producing 
the certificate of title. 
(b)(1) All certificates of title shall be numbered numerically and shall contain 
upon the face a description of the vehicle, including the make, model, type of 
body, serial number of the vehicle and the engine or other number of the 
vehicle and, in addition, a statement of the owner’s title and of all liens and 
encumbrances upon the vehicle described, whether possession is held by the 
owner under a contract of conditional sale or other agreement and the 
number of the last certificate of title issued for the same vehicle, and other 
information as may be determined to be necessary by the commissioner. 

(2) Joint ownership of a motor vehicle by two (2) or more persons shall be 
indicated on the certificate of title by the use of the word “and.” 

(3) The certificate of title shall contain forms for assignment of title and 
warranty by the owner, with space for notation of liens and encumbrances 
upon the vehicle at the time of transfer. 

(4) All certificates of title shall include an abbreviation designating all 
states, that the department has knowledge of, including Tennessee, where a 
vehicle has been previously titled. The abbreviation shall be the standard 
two-letter abbreviation used in addresses by the United States postal 
service. 

(c) The certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner in the event no lien 
or encumbrance appears thereon. Otherwise, the certificate of title shall be 
delivered to the person holding the first lien or encumbrance upon the vehicle 
as shown in the certificate, and shall be retained by the holder of the first lien 
or encumbrance until the lien or encumbrance shall be discharged, at which 
time a notation shall be made on the certificate of title, setting forth the fact 
that the lien or encumbrance has been discharged, which shall be signed by the 
henor. If the certificate of title shows on its face one (1) or more liens or 
encumbrances still outstanding, then the lienor shall deliver the certificate of 
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title to the next prior lienor, either in person or by registered mail. If there are 
no more liens or encumbrances still outstanding, then the lienor shall deliver 
the certificate of title to the owner -within seven (7) business days from the 
discharge of the lien or encumbrance. On the date the lien is discharged, the 
lienor shall send notice of the discharge to the department by registered mail 
with return receipt demanded. If the department is not notified within 
seventy-two (72) hours from the date of discharge, then the lienor is subject to 
the penalty described in § 55-3-127(c). As used in this subsection (c), “owner” 
includes any person or entity who lawfully acquires a motor vehicle and pays 
off the outstanding lien or encumbrance on the vehicle. 

(d) In the event any lien or encumbrance which is subordinate to any other 
outstanding lien or encumbrance is discharged or released, the holder of the 
sublien or encumbrance shall immediately procure the certificate of title from 
the lienor in whose possession it is being held for the sole purpose of 
discharging the lien as provided by subsection (c), and thereupon shall return 
the certificate of title to the person from whom it was obtained, notifying the 
department of the discharge of this lien, or, in the alternative, the sublienor 
may immediately forward to the department a release setting forth the fact 
that the lien or encumbrance has been discharged, which shall be signed by the 
lienor, and the department shall note the release of the lien upon the certificate 
of title when the certificate of title shall next be in the physical possession of 
the department. 

(e) With respect to the delegation of duties and the resultant performance of 
services, the commissioner is authorized to compensate the county clerk at the 
rates set forth in applicable statutes, upon receipt from the county clerk of 
confirmation of services in a form acceptable to the commissioner. The prior 
requirement of a written contract is eliminated. 

(f)(1) The department may, in its sole discretion, contract with any business 
entity that maintains a fleet of two hundred (200) or more motor vehicles to 
allow the business entity to provide any specific service, or all services, 
normally performed by the department or by a county clerk relative to the 
titling and the registration of otherwise qualified motor vehicles within the 
business entity’s fleet of motor vehicles. The existence of such a contract 
shall not be interpreted to diminish, restrict, or limit the authority of the 
department to administer or enforce applicable provisions of any law with 
which a motor vehicle within the contracting business entity’s fleet is not in 
compliance. The contract shall require that the department group vehicles 
by county of domicile. The department shall collect and distribute to county 
governments and county government officials the same taxes and fees as 
would be applicable if the vehicles were registered in the county. 

(2) Contracts with business entities entered into by the department under 
this subsection (f) shall set forth in detail the duties and responsibilities of 
each party, shall require compliance with all applicable federal and state 
laws, shall not contain provisions that are contrary to any federal or state 
statute, and shall comply with the Federal Drivers’ Privacy Protection Act 
(18 U.S.C. § 2721 et seq.), and the Uniform Motor Vehicle Records Disclo- 
sure Act, compiled in chapter 25 of this title. 

(3) A contract entered into under the authority of this subsection (f) shall 
be at no cost to the department except for the cost of license plates, decals, 
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forms and administrative costs that the department would normally incur in 
titling and registering motor vehicles within the business entity’s fleet were 
it not for such contract. 

(4) Acontract entered into under the authority of this subsection (f) shall, 
in addition to all other requirements included in the contract, require the 
contracting business entity to: 

(A) Keep all records, inventories, copies and other related paperwork 
that a county clerk would be required to keep if the clerk were titling and 
registering motor vehicles within the contracting business entity’s fleet 
under chapters 1-6 of this title; 

(B) Forward to the department, no later than the tenth day of each 
month, copies of all applications, certificates of title, certificates of regis- 
tration, completed forms, or other related documents or paperwork re- 
quired by the department that have been issued, completed or processed 
by the contracting business entity during the prior month; 

(C) No later than the tenth day of each month, remit to the department 
all fees and other moneys related to the titling and registering of motor 
vehicles within the contracting business entity’s fleet during the prior 
month that would have been required to be collected by the department or 
a county clerk were it not for the contract entered into under this 
subsection (f); and 

(D) Timely make all reports that the department requires, including all 
applicable reports that a county clerk would be required to make if the 
clerk were titling and registering motor vehicles within the contracting 
business entity’s fleet under chapters 1-6 of this title. 

(5) Adelinquency in forwarding to the department any remittance, report, 
application, document, form or paperwork required of the contracting entity 
by law or by contract shall result in a penalty of five percent (5%) of the 
delinquent remittance, or the remittance associated with the delinquent 
report, application, document, form or paperwork, as the case may be, for 
each thirty (30) days or fraction of the thirty (30) days that the delinquency 
continues; provided, however, that the penalty may be waived by the 
commissioner upon the showing of good and reasonable cause. In no case 
shall the penalty provided for in this subdivision (f)(5) exceed twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the remittance base. 

(6) If the department enters into a contract with a business entity under 
this subsection (f) and the business entity fails to strictly comply with any 
requirement or provision of the contract, the contract may be rescinded in its 
entirety and cancelled at the discretion of the commissioner; provided, 
however, that the effective date of the cancellation shall be thirty (30) 
business days after the date the department gives notice by certified mail to 
the contracting business entity that the contract is being rescinded and 
cancelled. 


History. 

Acts: 1951, ch... 70,5 8 (35 »CWalliams: 
§ 5538.135); Acts 1972, ch. 518, § 6; 1972, ch. 
540, § 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-314; Acts 1982, 
ch. 740, § 1; 1983, ch. 185, § 1; 1986, ch. 771, 


SS 2) 33.1993 yeh. 529, $7; 19967 ch.\552.79. 9: 
1996, ch. 578, §§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 484, § 19; 2008, 
chz.1007,.8 8; 2014. ch. 718, .8§ 2,38; 2019) ch. 
462, § 2; 2021, ch. 240, § 1. 
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Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment rewrote the third sen- 
tence of (c) which read: “The lienor shall then 
deliver the certificate of title to the owner 
within seven (7) business days from the owner’s 
request, unless the certificate of title shall show 
on its face one (1) or more liens or encum- 
brances still outstanding, in which event the 


55-3-126 


prior lienor, either in person or by registered 
mail, and the lienor shall within seventy-two 
(72) hours notify the department of the dis- 
charge of this lien by registered mail with 
return receipt demanded.” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 240, § 2. July 1, 2021. 


certificate of title shall be delivered to the next 


55-3-126. Constructive notice of lien upon filing request for notation 
— Method of giving notice — Perfection of security inter- 
est. 


(a) Except as provided for manufactured homes complying with the require- 
ments of § 55-3-128, a lien or security interest in a vehicle of the type for which 
a certificate is required shall be perfected and shall be valid against subse- 
quent creditors of the owner, subsequent transferees, and the holders of 
security interest and liens on the vehicle by compliance with this chapter. 

(b)(1) A security interest or lien is perfected by delivery to the department or 

the county clerk of the existing certificate of title, if any, title extension form, 

or manufacturer’s statement of origin and an application for a certificate of 
title containing the name and address of the holder of a security interest or 
lien with vehicle description and the required fee. 
(2) The security interest is perfected as of the date of delivery to the 
county clerk or the department. 
(3)(A) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a second or other 
junior security interest or lien in a vehicle of the type for which a 
certificate of title is required shall not be considered perfected unless and 
until the lien or security interest is physically noted on the certificate of 
title for the vehicle. In the case of a second or other junior lien or security 
interest, there shall be no constructive notice of the second or other junior 
lien or security interest unless that lien is physically noted on the 
certificate of title. 
(B) Nothing in subdivision (b)(3)(A) shall have any effect on perfection 
and constructive notice concerning first liens. 

(c) When the security interest is perfected as provided for in this section, it 
shall constitute notice of all liens and encumbrances against the vehicle 
described in the security interest to creditors of the owner, to subsequent 
purchasers and encumbrances, except liens as may be authorized by law 
dependent upon possession. Constructive notice shall date from the time of 
first delivery of the request for the notation of the lien or encumbrance upon 
the certificate of title by the county clerk, as shown by its endorsements of the 
date of delivery on the document. 

(d) The method provided in this section and § 55-3-125 of obtaining a lien or 
encumbrance upon a motor vehicle, mobile home, house trailer or other mobile 
structure, whether or not taxed as real property, subject to chapters 1-6 of this 
title relative to the issuance of certificates of title, shall be exclusive except as 
to liens depending upon possession and the lien of the state for taxes 
established pursuant to title 67, chapter 1, part 14; provided, that §§ 66-24- 
101, 66-26-101, 66-26-105 and 66-26-110, or any other sections, shall not be 
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construed to require the deposit, filing or other record whatsoever of a chattel 
mortgage, deed of trust conveyance intended to operate as a mortgage, trust 
receipt, or other similar instrument. It is the intent of this section that any 
mortgage, trust receipt or other similar instrument of indebtedness required 
by chapters 1-6 of this title shall be perfected by delivery and then noted upon 
the certificate of title only, and shall not be required to be made a public record 
elsewhere, except as expressly provided otherwise in § 47-9-311(d). 

(e) With respect to implements of husbandry and special mobile equipment, 
the perfection of a security interest under chapters 1-6 of this title is not 
effective until the lienholder has complied with applicable law that otherwise 
relates to the perfection of security interest in personal property, and any 
person who receives transfer of an interest in this equipment without knowl- 
edge of the certificate is not prejudiced by reason of its existence. 

(f)(1) A first lienholder or the first lienholder’s designee may file an 

application for motor vehicle temporary lien with the secretary of state. The 

filing fee for each application for motor vehicle temporary lien is ten dollars 

($10.00). The filing of an application for motor vehicle temporary lien shall 

constitute constructive notice of the len against the motor vehicle as 

described to creditors of the owner, subsequent purchasers and encumbranc- 
ers, except liens as are by law dependent upon possession. 

(2) The constructive notice shall be effective from the time of the filing of 
the application for motor vehicle temporary lien as authorized in this 
subsection (f); provided, that the filing of a lien under this section by the 
lienholder and the payment of the fee shall in no way relieve any person of 
the obligation of paying the fee now required by law for filing a lien to be 
evidenced on a certificate of title of a motor vehicle. 

(3) A lien filed under this subsection (f) shall automatically terminate 
after one hundred eighty (180) days or upon being perfected under other 
provisions of this section, whichever occurs first. 

(4) Whenever a lienholder or the lienholder’s designee files a lien under 
this subsection (f) and later under other provisions of this subsection (f), the 
lien shall be presumed to be perfected at the time of the earliest filing. 

(5) The application for motor vehicle temporary lien shall be accompanied 
by the required filing fee, shall be on a form designed by the secretary of 
state, and shall contain the following information: 

(A) Name and address of each debtor; 

(B) Name and address of the first lienholder; 

(C) Vehicle identification number of the motor vehicle; 

(D) The date the instrument creating the lien was executed; 

(E) The name, address and telephone number of the submitter; 

(F) The name and address to whom acknowledgement of filing should 
be sent if other than the submitter; and 

(G) Any other information that the secretary of state deems necessary 
for the administration of this part. 

(6) Upon request of any person, the secretary of state may issue a 
certificate showing whether there is on file, on the date stated therein, any 
presently effective liens naming a particular debtor, giving the date and hour 
of filing of each effective lien, and the vehicle identification number and the 
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name of the lienholder. The fee for this certificate shall be ten dollars 
($10.00). Upon request, the secretary of state shall furnish a copy of any filed 
lien for a uniform fee of one dollar ($1.00) per page. 

(7) The secretary of state has the power reasonably necessary to perform 
the duties required of the secretary of state by this subsection (f), including, 
without limitation, the power to promulgate necessary and appropriate rules 
and regulations consistent with this subsection (f), and the power to destroy 
any documents filed under this subsection (f) two hundred seventy (270) 
days after the filing of the documents. 

(8) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the fees collected by the 
secretary of state under this subsection (f) shall be retained by the secretary 
of state to offset costs associated with the administration and continued 
improvement of the secretary of state’s recordkeeping functions. 

(9) The lienholder listed on an application for motor vehicle temporary 
lien may correct the application filed with the secretary of state if the 
application contains an incorrect statement by filing articles of correction. 
The application shall be corrected in a manner established by the secretary 
of state and on a form designed by the secretary of state. The articles of 
correction shall provide the registration number of the application to be 
corrected. The filing fee to file articles of correction shall be ten dollars 
($10.00). The articles of correction are effective on the effective time and date 
of the application they correct except as to persons relying on the uncor- 
rected application and adversely affected by the correction. As to those 
persons, the effective date is the date the articles of correction are filed. 

(10) In addition to the fees authorized in this subsection (f), the secretary 
of state is authorized to charge an online transaction fee to cover costs 
associated with processing payments for an application for motor vehicle 
temporary lien, articles of correction, and certificate requests submitted 
online. 

(11) An application for motor vehicle temporary lien and articles of 
correction shall be rejected if they contain information that the secretary of 
state is unable to read or decipher. 

(g) The comptroller of the treasury shall, as part of the review and/or audit 
of the office of the secretary of state, include the implementation and impact of 
subsection (f) and shall report its findings and recommendations regarding 
subsection (f) in such review and/or audit of the office of secretary of state. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 69 (Williams, 
§ 5538.169); Acts 1968, ch. 403, § 1; 1971, ch. 
382, § 1; 1978, ch. 686, § 4; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), 
§ 59-327; Acts 1984, ch. 559, § 2; T.C.A., § 55- 
3-137; Acts 1996, ch. 687, § 1; 1997, ch. 279, 
§ 1; 1997, ch. 523, § 1; 1998, ch. 1016, §§ 1-3; 
2000, ch. 846, § 36; 2003, ch. 76, § 4; 2007, ch. 
484, § 26; 2011, ch. 186, § 1; 2014, ch. 649, 
§§ 1-4; 2019, ch. 462, § 7; 2021, ch. 171, § 1. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment substituted “A first 


lienholder or the first lienholder’s designee may 
file an application for motor vehicle temporary 
lien with the secretary of state.” for “When a 
manufacturer’s statement of origin or an exist- 
ing certificate of title on a motor vehicle is 
unavailable, a first lienholder or the first len- 
holder’s designee may file an application for 
motor vehicle temporary lien with the secretary 
of state.” in (f)(1). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 171, § 2. April 20, 2021. 


Section 


55-4-105. 


55-4-110. 
55-4-113. 


55-4-201. 
55-4-203. 
55-4-204. 
55-4-210. 
55-4-212. 
55-4-226. 
55-4-228. 
55-4-229. 
55-4-233. 
55-4-253. 
55-4-255. 
55-4-257. 
55-4-265. 
55-4-278. 


55-4-307. 
55-4-313. 
55-4-319. 
55-4-320. 
55-4-328. 
55-4-331. 
55-4-332. 
55-4-333. 
55-4-344. 
55-4-345. 
55-4-349. 
55-4-353. 
55-4-356. 
55-4-357. 
55-4-358. 
55-4-359. 
55-4-360. 
55-4-362. 
55-4-363. 
55-4-367. 
55-4-368. 
55-4-369. 
55-4-372. 
55-4-373. 
55-4-374. 
55-4-375. 
55-4-376. 
55-4-377. 
55-4-378. 
55-4-379. 
55-4-380. 
55-4-381. 
55-4-382. 
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CHAPTER 4 


REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR 


VEHICLES 


Part 1. General Provisions 


Renewal certificates and registration plates —- Application — Mail order service — 
Issuance — Replacement of lost registrations — Locations for obtaining renewal. 

Display of registration plates — Manner — Penalty for violation. 

Registration taxes for freight motor vehicles. 


Part 2. Special License Plates 


Part definitions. 

Issuance — Category — Supplemental registration — Eligibility. 
Fees. 

Authorization — Issuance. 

Miscellaneous provisions. 

Manufacturers, dealers, and transporters of motor vehicles or boats. 
Special purpose nonprofit organization plate. 

Legislator Emeritus. 

[Obsolete.] 

Honorably discharged veterans. 

National guard members. 

Holders of the Purple Heart. 

Blue Star family. 

Army Ranger. 


Part 3. Special License Plates — Continued 


Fish and wildlife species. 

Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms. 
Wilson County The Place to Be. 

Honor the Fallen. 

Sheriff’s and Police Activities League of Memphis and Shelby County. 
Chattanooga. 

The Volunteer State. 

Chattanooga Football Club. 

CASA. 

Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 

“Driving To A Cure” (Pink Ribbon). 
Nashville Cares. 

Dyslexia Awareness. 

Cystic Fibrosis Awareness. 

The Equity Alliance. 

The Compassionate Friends. 

I RECYCLE. 

Hampton University. 

The Ohio State University. 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

African American Breast Cancer Awareness. 
[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 

Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 
[Obsolete.] 

[Obsolete.] 
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Section 


55-4-383. 
55-4-384. 
55-4-385. 
55-4-386. 
55-4-387. 
55-4-388. 
55-4-389. 
55-4-390. 
55-4-391. 
55-4-392. 
55-4-393. 
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Service Dogs Changing Lives. 
Enjoy the Ride. 

(Obsolete. | ~ 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
[Obsolete.] 

Service Dogs. 

Millennial Debt Foundation. 
Drive Electric Tennessee. 
TennesSEIA. 

Natural Gas Fuels Tennessee. 
Tiger Haven. 


55-4-105 


PART 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


55-4-105. Renewal certificates and registration plates — Application 
— Mail order service — Issuance — Replacement of lost 
registrations — Locations for obtaining renewal. 


(a)(1) Application for renewal certificates of registration and registration 
plates shall be made by the owner by the surrender of the owner’s old 
certificate of registration or other indicia thereof as the commissioner may 
authorize to the vehicle and the payment of the required fee for renewal 
registration. 

(2) The office of county clerk may make inquiry into an owner, including, 
but not limited to, review of driver records for the purpose of establishing an 
owner's residence or address, before issuing a renewal of registration or a 
tab, sticker or other device as a prerequisite to payment of wheel or road 
taxes. Upon request of the office of the county clerk, the department shall 
provide a current list of the names, drivers’ license numbers and addresses 
of drivers from the requesting county. 

(3)(A) Any applicant who applies for registration who was a resident of the 
county in the previous year or years and was liable for and failed to pay the 
applicable wheel tax shall, for such year or years, be liable for and pay all 
prior years’ wheel taxes prior to being issued such registration. This 
subdivision (a)(3)(A) shall not apply to licensed motor vehicle dealers, 
financial institutions or businesses and applicants engaged in the rental of 
motor vehicles, trucks and trailers for periods of thirty-one (31) days or 
less. 

(B) This subdivision (a)(3) shall only apply in any county having a 
population of not less than one hundred eighty-two thousand (182,000) nor 
more than one hundred eighty-two thousand one hundred (182,100), 
according to the 2000 federal census or any subsequent federal census. 

(b) The registrar of motor vehicles, or deputy as provided by law, may 
receive applications for renewal certificates of registration and registration 
plates and issue the certificates and plates commencing on March 1 of each 
year. 

(c) Each county clerk shall provide a mail order service for the renewal of 
registrations whereby registrants may apply for and receive the renewal 
certificates and plates or decals through the United States postal service. 


55-4-105 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 10 


Except as otherwise required by law, an application for renewal by mail must 
be postmarked not later than twenty (20) days before the license expiration 
date to allow time for processing. Each county clerk may impose a fee for the 
service of handling mail orders of plates and decals. The amount of such fee for 
the service of handling mail orders of plates is five dollars ($5.00), and the 
amount of such fee for the service of handling mail orders of decals is two 
dollars ($2.00). 

(d) In the event a plate or decal is lost after issuance and mailing, and before 
delivery to the registrant, the county clerk shall, as agent for the state, process 
a replacement registration at no charge upon application and affidavit from the 
registrant. The county clerk shall verify the registration and date of mailing. 

(e)(1) The holder of a valid and outstanding certificate of registration for a 
noncommercial vehicle shall apply for its renewal through the office of the 
clerk of the county of the owner’s residence. The registration issued for a 
commercial vehicle may be renewed through the office of the clerk of the 
county of the owner’s principal place of business within the state, or of the 
county of incorporation in the case of a corporate owner or of any other 
county in which the owner or corporate owner maintains an office or place of 
business. Any applicant for the renewal of a registration under which the fee 
is to be prorated or apportioned and any nonresident applicant for renewal 
shall, within the discretion of the commissioner, make application directly to 
the division. 

(2) For the purposes of this subsection (e), “commercial vehicle” means 
any vehicle that is operated in the furtherance of any commercial enterprise; 
provided, that vehicles registered with Tennessee Association of Realtors 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be deemed not to be commercial 
vehicles. 

(3)(A) A violation of subdivision (e)(1) for the renewal of a motor vehicle 

license in certain locations is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(B) If a county wheel tax or like local fee is due and owing to local 
government for the use of the vehicle, the owner or operator shall, upon 
conviction, be punished in accordance with a Class B misdemeanor and 
subject to the fine only. 

(C) In instances of violations in which it is found that the wheel tax or 
local fee has been paid or is not due, the court may, in the event of a 
conviction, substitute, in lieu of the punishment set forth in subdivision 
(e)(3)(B), a fine of not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than ten 
dollars ($10.00). 

(f) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the office of county clerk shall 
not be required to review the driving record of any owner before issuing a 
certificate of registration or a tab, sticker or other device as a prerequisite to 
payment of wheel or road taxes. 

(g)(1) If a person makes an application for a renewal certificate of registra- 

tion or registration plate pursuant to this section and at the time of 

application owes any motor vehicle registration fee to the office of the county 
clerk, then the clerk may deny the application until the person makes full 
payment on such fee amount. 

(2) In addition to the fee amount described in subdivision (g)(1), the clerk 
may charge the person a clerk’s fee, which shall be equal to ten percent (10%) 
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of the fee amount described in subdivision (g)(1); provided, that eighty 
percent (80%) of such clerk’s fee may be retained by the county and the 
remaining twenty percent (20%) of such clerk’s fee shall be forwarded by the 


clerk to the department. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 42 (Williams, 
§ 5538.142); Acts 1969, ch. 53, § 1; 1970, ch. 
Ho7, © 13:1971, ch. 157, $7 21972, rehaaad: a7; 
197: cla. 5,,8 1:.1973, ch. 234, 8: 1b); 197%, chy 
23,§ 1; impl. am. Acts 1978, ch. 934, §§ 22, 36; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-405; Acts 1980, ch. 744, 
§ 1; 1989, ch. 186,§ 2; 1989, ch. 218, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, § 113; 1991, ch. 232, § 1; 1993, ch. 529, 
e 15°2003) ch. 178, $$ 1,°2: 2008, th, 924;°§ “5; 
2008, ch. 1165, § 38; 2010, ch. 1083, § 1; 2013, 
ch. 376, § 1; 2014, ch. 1005, § 1; 2019, ch. 449, 


dollars ($2.00)” following “Each county clerk 
may impose a fee” in the third sentence, deleted 
“; provided that” following “plates and decals” 
near the end of the third sentence and substi- 
tuted “five dollars ($5.00), and the amount of 
such fee for the service of handling mail orders 
of decals is two dollars ($2.00).” for “three 
dollars ($3.00) between July 1, 2014, and June 
30, 2019, and four dollars ($4.00) on or after 
July 1, 2019.” at the end of the paragraph. 


Effective Dates. 


§ 1; 2021, ch. 502, § 1. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment in (c), deleted “of two 


Acts 2021, ch. 502, § 2. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-110. Display of registration plates — Manner — Penalty for 
violation. 


(a) The registration plate issued for passenger motor vehicles shall be 
attached on the rear of the vehicle. The registration plate issued for those 
trucks with a manufacturer’s ton rating not exceeding three-quarter (%4) ton 
and having a panel or pickup body style, and also those issued for all motor 
homes, regardless of ton rating or body style thereof, shall be attached to the 
rear of the vehicle. The registration plate issued for all other trucks and truck 
tractors shall be attached to the front of the vehicle. All dealers’ plates, as 
provided in § 55-4-226, and those registration plates issued for motorcycles, 
trailers or semitrailers shall be attached to the rear of the vehicle. 

(b) Every registration plate shall at all times be securely fastened in a 
horizontal position to the vehicle for which it is issued so to prevent the plate 
from swinging and at a height of not less than twelve inches (12”) from the 
ground, measuring from the bottom of the plate, in a place and position to be 
clearly visible and shall be maintained free from foreign materials and in a 
condition to be clearly legible. The mounting or placement of a trailer hitch ball 
in front of a registration plate shall not be considered when making a 
determination whether the registration plate is clearly visible. If a motorcycle 
is equipped with vertically mounted license plate brackets, its license plate 
shall be mounted vertically with the top of the license plate fastened along the 
right vertical edge. No tinted materials may be placed over a license plate even 
if the information upon the license plate is not concealed. 

(c)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(2), for all motor vehicles that are 

factory-equipped to illuminate the registration plate, the registration plate 

shall be illuminated at all times that headlights are illuminated. 
(2) Subdivision (c)(1) shall not apply to any antique motor vehicle as 
defined in § 55-4-111(b). 

(d)(1) As used in this subsection (d), “historic military vehicle” means a 

vehicle, including a trailer, that is at least twenty-five (25) years old at the 
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time of making application for registration, was manufactured for use in any 
country’s military forces, and is maintained to represent the vehicle’s 
military design and markings, regardless of the vehicle’s size or weight. 

(2) An owner or operator of a historic military vehicle is not required to 
display the vehicle’s registration plate on the vehicle in accordance with this 
section. In lieu of such display, the owner or operator shall maintain the 
vehicle’s registration plate in the vehicle and produce the plate for inspection 
upon the request of any law enforcement officer. 

(e)(1) A violation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor. All proceeds from 
the fines imposed by this subsection (e) shall be deposited in the state 
general fund. 

(2) A person charged with a violation of this section may, in lieu of 
appearance in court, submit a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) for a first violation, 
and twenty dollars ($20.00) on second and subsequent violations to the clerk 
of the court that has jurisdiction of the offense within the county in which the 
offense charged is alleged to have been committed. 

(3) If the violation of this section results solely from the failure to 
illuminate the registration plate at all times headlights are required to be 
displayed, the fine set out in this subsection (e) shall be the only amount the 
person is assessed. No litigation tax levied pursuant to title 67, chapter 4, 
part 6 shall be imposed or assessed against anyone convicted of a violation 
of this section nor shall any clerk’s fee or court costs, including, but not 
limited to, any statutory fees of officers, be imposed or assessed against 
anyone convicted of a violation of this section. Further, the lighting violation 
described in this subdivision (e)(3) shall be considered a nonmoving traffic 
violation and no points shall be added to a driver’s record for such violation. 


History. 

Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 46 (Williams, 
§ 5538.146); Acts 1953, ch. 167, § 7; 1955, ch. 
52, § 5; 1957, ch. 108, § 1; 1959, ch. 26, § 2; 
1973, ch. 234, § 3; 1974, ch. 525, § 2; 1975, ch. 
128, § 2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-410; Acts 2004, 
ch. 698;'8$ 1.:2; 2010) chs 11515 $5; 2013; ich: 
223, §§ 1, 2; 2018, ch. 1023, § 52; 2019, ch. 103, 
$1; 2021) cho ives s i 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment substituted “clearly 
legible. The mounting or placement of a trailer 
hitch ball in front of a registration plate shall 
not be considered when making a determina- 


tion whether the registration plate is clearly 
visible. If a motorcycle is equipped with verti- 
cally mounted license plate brackets, its license 
plate shall be mounted vertically with the top of 
the license plate fastened along the right verti- 
cal edge.” for “clearly legible; provided, if a 
motorcycle is equipped with vertically mounted 
license plate brackets, its license plate shall be 
mounted vertically with the top of such license 
plate fastened along the right vertical edge.” in 
(b). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 174, § 2. April 20, 2021. 


55-4-113. Registration taxes for freight motor vehicles. 


(a) The registration taxes for trucks and truck tractors shall be: 
(1) Private Carriers and Public Household Goods Carriers. Fixed 


load vehicles, as defined in § 55-1-117, so designated and used only for the 
transportation of equipment that is mounted thereon may be registered at a 
rate of twenty-five percent (25%) of the tax schedules set forth in subdivision 


(a)(2); 
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(2) Private Carriers, Public Carriers and Household Goods Carriers. 

Every person, firm or corporation operating, for commercial purposes, a 
freight motor vehicle over the roads of the state shall first register the 
vehicle with the department and shall pay a tax as follows, according to the 
indicated classes set forth in this subdivision (a)(2): 


(A) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 


1 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, of not more than nine thousand pounds 
(DUO Ds ale MCHISLPALION EAS) css. vin saciy ain wan £4 aie $ 68.50 
(B) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
2 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of sixteen thousand pounds 
(16,000 Ibs.).,. Registration. tax) ise. en sacks css scaes. 122.50 
(C) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
3 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of twenty thousand pounds 
(20,000 Ibs.). Registration tax .................08. 327.50 
(D) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
4 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of twenty-six thousand 
pounds (26,000 lbs.). Registration tax ........... 481.00 
(E) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
5 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of thirty-two thousand 
pounds (32,000 lbs.). Registration tax ........... 635.00 
(F) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
6 maximum gross weight, including vehicle and 
load, not in excess of thirty-eight thousand 
pounds (38,000 lbs.). Registration tax ........... 711.00 
(G) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
v maximum gross weight, including the weight 


of vehicle and load, not in excess of forty-four 
thousand pounds (44,000 lbs.). Registration 


CAR ee Meg Atenas Tema t Ceros unis uae te sae cf 788.00 
(H) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
8 maximum gross weight, including the weight 


of vehicle and load, not in excess of fifty-five 
thousand pounds (55,000 lbs.). Registration 


Fe NET Ce Trae rs scan at yin ORE Mice u eee a Fag 4 942.00 
(I) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
9 maximum gross weight, including the weight 


of vehicle and load, not in excess of sixty-six 
thousand pounds (66,000 lbs.). Registration 
Eh IIT aire: a cage. bale apelin oneee trae acetate i aaa 1019.00 
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(J) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
10 maximum gross weight, including the weight 
of vehicle and load, not in excess of seventy- 
four thousand pounds (74,000 Ibs.). 


Régistratlon: tax ites wives oi eee Gish eet aes 1,198.50 
(K) Class Freight motor vehicles with declared 
11 maximum gross weight, including the weight 


of vehicle and load, not in excess of eighty 
thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.). Registration 
Fez be mae AL) tre ok aoa NCard: sie h0 10. cee 1,352.50 
(L) Class Fixed load vehicles, as defined in § 55-1-117, 
iz may be registered at twenty-five percent (25%) 
of the rate set forth in this subdivision (a)(2) 
for a vehicle of comparable weight; 


(3) Combined Farm and Limited Private Trucks. 

(A) Motor vehicles used exclusively for the movement of farm products 
for the grower from the point of production to the first market, or operated 
as farm trucks, or as a logging and lumbering truck as defined in 
subdivision (a)(3)(C), or as the owner’s private conveyance, transporting 
only tangible personal property belonging to the owner or a guest 
occupant, shall be classified by the commissioner and registered with the 
department as freight motor vehicles at the following taxes in lieu of those 
set out in subdivision (a)(1): 


Clase Dc wba tanks chs ey Sk i ai i ht 9 1 ok ot $ 39.53 
Class 2) acd Sah le Ma oC eee ie Ot ae rr os Re 56.30 
GH EST Ors Bae is Ee ME OME PERU Pert ea ee Mae ee 128.90 
Class di rT cal A SRY OD ean ah Se oh tt Oe ca 160.80 
Class Bae ues gota NUe ies ae uae ge nee aetna 207.00 
(lass Give patie. Yo ole a ME os aN oe a 237.80 
Class af ice ak a Ur ks SNe eae” ae eu 262.00 
Gl ass.8. fit ae ot ek ail iste eee fete tie see ey ea een es 317.00 
Olass Oss 0 oh Set eal den ae ie Mt See ee 363.20 
Crass TOM iy oe MTs a ORE Ee esa Mee a ae ae 420.40 
CRASS TT gee) NA MetMen cui Re . Ge Fe ee g aee e 561.20 


(B) There shall not be eligible for registration under this exception to 
the general licensing provisions any motor vehicles operated commercially 
as part of a business venture or for delivery service to customers by 
dairies, hatcheries, pharmacies, grocers, service stations, garages and the 
like; however, farm trucks used by egg farmers to transport eggs from the 
point of production to the first market shall be registered with the 
department as freight motor vehicles at taxes in subdivision (a)(3)(A) in 
lieu of those set out in subdivision (a)(1); 

(C) For purposes of this section, “logging and lumbering trucks” are 
those trucks used for hauling logs, pulpwood, bark, wood chips, and wood 
dust from the woods to the mill or for hauling lumber, bark, wood chips, 
and wood dust from the mill to a loading or storage place; 
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(D) Truck tractors used exclusively to pull lowboy-type trailers on 
which are transported machinery that is used only for agricultural 
purposes, such as, but not limited to, terracing, clearing land, and building 
ponds, levees, ditches and/or canals; and trucks on which are mounted 
lime or fertilizer spreaders may register in this category under the 
appropriate weight class. The use of the highways by these limited use 
motor vehicles registered in this class is restricted to that which is 
incidental to the movement of the designated machinery from farm to farm 
and any volume and unpackaged lime and fertilizer from the distribution 
point to the farm; 

(4) Miscellaneous Classes. Well drillers as defined in 
SP bier eI TAV Tas) ARLE RET. Ok. COR EURR EOL! oh, tea seth ede) Clas, ahh 0% $ 55.20; 
(5) Freight trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers. 

(A) Freight trailers, semitrailers, and pole trailers used primarily for 
hauling freight and trailers used in the furtherance of a business, any 
trailer not required to be registered but which the owner desires to be 
registered, shall be registered and, in addition to the tax herein prescribed 
for trucks and truck tractors, there shall be imposed on vehicles so 
classified a registration tax of ninety-five dollars ($95.00). The certificate 
of registration and registration plate issued for a specific vehicle shall 
continue valid for the duration of the owner’s interest in that vehicle; 

(B)G) The provisions of § 55-4-101 to the contrary notwithstanding, no 
registration for trailers, semitrailers or pole trailers shall be transferred 
for any reason and a new registration shall be required for additional 
trailers; 

(ii) The commissioner may, in his discretion, require an owner of a 
freight trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer registered in this state 
pursuant to subdivision (a)(5)(A) to provide written confirmation to the 
department as to whether or not the trailer has been destroyed, 
abandoned, sold, or otherwise transferred to another owner and still 
bears the permanent registration plate originally issued to the trailer; 

(iii) If such owner provides written confirmation to the department 
that the trailer has been destroyed, abandoned, sold, or otherwise 
transferred to another owner and the trailer has not been properly 
registered to the new owner, the commissioner shall immediately 
terminate the registration and plate originally assigned to the trailer 
under the name of the owner of record; 

(iv) If such owner fails to provide written confirmation within ninety 
(90) days of the date of the commissioner’s request, the commissioner 
may, in the commissioner’s discretion, terminate the registration and 
plate originally assigned to the trailer under the name of the owner of 

- record; 

(v) Whenever the title to a freight trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer 
registered in this state pursuant to subdivision (a)(5)(A) is destroyed, 
abandoned, sold, or otherwise transferred to another owner, the regis- 
tration of the trailer shall expire. If the trailer is sold or otherwise 
transferred to a new owner, the new owner shall obtain a new registra- 
tion of the trailer. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the 


55-4-113 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 16 


department may issue to such new owner a new or existing registration 

plate bearing the same alpha-numerical characters as were affixed to 

such trailer at the time of transfer to the new owner; and 

(C) Implements designed for carrying and distributing fertilizer shall 
not be subject to the licensing requirement imposed on trailers, and when 
used for the transportation of fertilizer between a plant and a farm the 
gross weight of the implement and its cargo shall not be considered in 
determining the licensing requirement for the prime mover; 

(6) Special Zone Licenses. 

(A) Class 1. It shall be permissible for any owner or operator of a 
freight motor vehicle that is to be operated exclusively within a zone 
limited to the streets of a designated municipal corporation and to the 
highways for a distance not to exceed fifteen (15) air miles beyond the 
limits of the municipality, to apply for and be issued a special municipal 
zone license. In counties having a metropolitan form of government, the 
county line shall be the limit for the operation of motor vehicles registered 
under this special license. The annual fee for this special license shall be 
four hundred ninety-three dollars ($493) for freight motor vehicles with a 
declared maximum gross weight not exceeding seventy-four thousand 
pounds (74,000 lbs.), and an annual fee of five hundred seventy dollars 
($570) for freight motor vehicles with a declared maximum gross weight 
not exceeding eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.). The annual fee for 
this special license for ready-mix concrete trucks shall be three hundred 
sixty-one dollars ($361); and 

(B) Class 2. It shall be permissible for any owner or operator having a 
freight motor vehicle that is to be operated exclusively in a given county, 
and the counties that adjoin it, to apply for and be issued a special county 
zone license. The owner must, upon application for this special license, 
declare the base county and attest that the vehicle is to be operated 
exclusively in the base county and such other counties as may adjoin it. 
Movements from the base county to one (1) adjoining are restricted to the 
delivery of freight to its final destination, or to the place of consignment, 
or for the purpose of bringing freight from its place of origin to a point in 
the base county. The annual fee for this special license shall be six hundred 
thirty-six dollars ($636) for freight motor vehicles with a declared maxi- 
mum gross weight not exceeding seventy-four thousand pounds (74,000 
Ibs.), and an annual fee of seven hundred thirty-five dollars ($735) for 
freight motor vehicles with a declared maximum gross weight not exceed- 
ing eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lIbs.). The annual fee for this special 
license for ready-mix concrete trucks shall be four hundred sixty dollars 
($460); and 
(7)(A) Registration being a condition precedent to vehicular use in this 
state, it is the intent of this section that the owner or operator of a freight 
motor vehicle shall pay a registration tax sufficient to allow for its 
operation under a declared maximum gross weight limited only by the 
following scale of maximum weights for its axle configuration: 

(i) For any single axle, the maximum allowable weight shall be 
twenty thousand pounds (20,000 lbs.); and 
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(ii) For any tandem axle group, the maximum allowable weight shall 
be thirty-four thousand pounds (34,000 lbs.); 

(B) When a vehicle on which the tax has not been paid is found in 
operation, the owner or operator shall be required to register the vehicle 
and, in addition to the statutory registration taxes, shall be subject to a tax 
assessed at the rate of ten cents (10¢) per pound on each pound of weight 
for which no Tennessee tax has been previously paid; 

(C) When a vehicle registered in some class adequate for its lawful 
operational weight is found in operation at a weight exceeding the limit of 
the license, for which the tax has been paid, the operator shall be assessed 
an additional tax at the rate of ten cents (10¢) per pound on each pound of 
weight for which no Tennessee tax has been previously paid; 

(D) Nonresidents operating vehicles under the provisions of a reciproc- 
ity agreement shall likewise be subject to the additional taxes provided 
under this subdivision (a)(7) when their vehicles are operated in excess of 
the licensed weight, or regardless of the licensed weight, in excess of 
eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.); 

(EF) When the operator of any freight motor vehicle shall fail to load it or 
have it loaded in a manner and at weights conforming to the axle weight 
limitations set forth in this subdivision (a)(7), there shall be imposed a tax 
assessed on the basis of ten cents (10¢) per pound on each pound of weight 
that exceeds the limit on an axle or group of axles. Except, with respect to 
vehicles being used to transport the products identified under § 55-7- 
203(b)(6), liability for the tax imposed by this subdivision (a)(7)(E) shall 
only begin to run commencing with the first pound that exceeds the total 
weight allowable for the number and type of its axles. On an overweight 
poundage of the axle weight limit imposed for the classification in which a 
freight motor vehicle is registered, the tax per pound of the overage shall 
be ten cents (10¢) per pound; 

(F) When any freight motor vehicle is found in operation with a gross 
weight in excess of the road and bridge weights posted by the commis- 
sioner of transportation pursuant to § 55-7-205, or weight that exceeds 
the maximum allowable under an overweight permit issued by the 
commissioner, the operator of a vehicle shall be assessed a tax at the rate 
of ten cents (10¢) per pound for each pound of excess weight; 

(G)G) The provisions of this subdivision (a)(7) respecting licensing and 

the assessment of additional taxes for excessive weights shall apply 

with respect to vehicles registered under the allowance for “Special Zone 

Licenses”; 

(ii) For the first offense, any owner of a freight motor vehicle that is 
operated in violation of the territorial limitation of a special zone license 
issued pursuant to this subdivision (a)(7) shall be subject to assessment 

of a penalty by the department, which shall be twenty-five percent (25%) 
of the special zone license fee for the full year with no credit or rebate for 
any portion of the year in which a license is unused. All funds collected 
pursuant to this subdivision (a)(7)(G)(ii) shall be earmarked for the 
enforcement of these zone license provisions; 

(iii) On a second offense, occurring within the same licensing year as 
the first offense, in addition to the penalty specified in subdivision 
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(a)(7)(G)Gi), any licensee whose truck is found to be in violation of the 

territorial limitation placed on the license shall be required to immedi- 

ately reregister it under an applicable general licensing provision for a 

period of one (1) year following the date on which the second offense 

occurred; 

(H) All taxes imposed by this section shall be a part of the registration 
taxes or fees and shall be payable to the department. Upon becoming 
delinquent, these taxes or fees shall be subject to collection by the 
commissioner of revenue under title 67, chapter 1, part 14. The assess- 
ment of these taxes shall in no wise be restricted through the assessment 
of other taxes for some prior violation or any other condition relating to the 
privilege of operating the vehicle over the streets and highways of this 
state; 

(1) Amotor vehicle otherwise properly registered in its class pursuant to 
this section shall not be in violation of the maximum gross weight for its 
class, including vehicle and load, if the vehicle is found to have exceeded 
the maximum gross weight for its class solely by the occasional towing of 
a fork lift or tow motor where no part of the weight of such equipment rests 
on the towing vehicle; and the weight of the equipment shall not be 
considered in determining whether the motor vehicle has exceeded its 
maximum gross weight, including the load thereon, and in determining 
the licensing requirements for the motor vehicle in such circumstances; 

(J)G) When any logging truck, as defined in § 55-7-203, is found in 

operation with a gross weight in excess of the weights established by 

law, the operation of the vehicle shall not be assessed a tax if the 
vehicle’s excess weight is less than ten percent (10%) of the vehicle’s 
gross weight. If the weight of the vehicle is greater than ten percent 

(10%) in excess of the maximum applicable weight, the tax of ten cents 

(10¢) per pound shall be imposed on any poundage over the maximum 

applicable weight; 

Gi) If the commissioner of transportation is formally notified by an 
appropriate federal officer that as a result of any provision of this 
subdivision (a)(7)(J) that Tennessee will lose federal funds, then such 
provision shall be void and inoperative. A loss of federal funds as a result 
of any provision of this subdivision (a)(7)(J) shall render the provision 
void and inoperative; 

(K) When a freight motor vehicle is registered under subdivision 
(a)(3)(A), as a combined farm and limited private use truck and being 
operated commercially or as a commercial vehicle and is found in opera- 
tion in violation of subdivision (a)(3)(A), the owner shall be subject to 
assessment of a penalty by the department, which shall be twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the commercial license fee for the full year with no credit 
or rebate for any portion of the year in which a license is unused; 

(L) The penalties provided for in subdivision (a)(7), shall be waived 
upon submission within thirty (30) days to the commissioner, of proof that 
the vehicle has been properly registered in the appropriate classification 
and payment of a two hundred dollar ($200) administrative fee, and no 
citation shall be issued for a violation of subdivision (a)(7)(C), (a)(7)(E), 
(a)(7)(F), or (a)(7)(J). 
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(b) There shall be added to all the vehicle registration taxes imposed by this 
section a two and one-half percent (2.5%) increase, rounding to the nearest fifty 
cents (50¢), which shall be designated as the department of safety’s safety 
inspection fee pursuant to § 65-15-112. This safety inspection fee shall not 
apply to a vehicle registering pursuant to subdivision (a)(3). This safety 
inspection fee shall be collected as a part of the vehicle registration taxes 
required by this section, and shall not be used for any purpose other than to 
fund the motor vehicle safety enforcement activities of the department of 


safety. 


History. 

Acts 1939, ch. 105, 8§ 2, 3; 1941, ch. 84, §§ 1, 
2; 1945, ch. 164, §§ 1, 2; mod. C. Supp. 1950, 
§ 2680.75 (Williams, §§ 1166.29, 1166.30); 
Acts 1951, ch. 70, § 85; 1958, ch. 3, §§ 1-3; 
1955, ch. 52, §§ 1, 2; impl. am. Acts 1955, ch. 
69, § 1; Acts 1957, ch. 182, § 1; 1957, ch. 284, 
§ 1;impl. am. Acts 1959, ch. 9,§ 14; Acts 1959, 
6960.1 $413)1959). chs 247)\'S, 4/0959. .ch, 281, 
§§ 1, 2; 1961, ch. 200, § 1; 1963, ch. 103, § 1; 
1967, ch. 122, § 1; 1967, ch. 218, § 2; 1969, ch. 
324,88 le 2 19VOeeh SOL Sell 97d. ch. 301, 
$09: 1972.ch.499. 8) 1° 1972, ch 518, §.8:.1972, 
ch. 540, § 8; 1972, ch. 620, § 1; 1973, ch. 97, 
§§ 1-3; 1973, ch. 396, § 1; 1974, ch. 747, § 1; 
1976, ch. 390, § 1; 1976, ch. 765, § 1; 1976, ch. 
788; 3 1p 197i ere 82, 8 4: 1977; che S26.'9 1: 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-423; Acts 1981, ch. 448, 


§ 2; 1981, ch. 535, § 4; 1983, ch. 206,§ 1; 1983, 
ch. 319, § 1; 1983, ch. 376, § 1; 1983, ch. 480, 
§ 1; 1984, ch. 733,§ 1; 1986, ch. 540,§ 1; 1987, 
ch: 140, § 1; 1987,.ch, 425, §§ 4, 5;-1988, ch. 
O17. 9.454993, chi’ 142, $$; 2-4-1993. ch." 327; 
$1.0;/1995,, ch)’ 282.)$ 1231995; ch: 305, § . 110; 
1999, ch. 98, §§ 5-10; 2001, ch. 166, § 1; 2002, 
ch. 856, 8§ 8d-8i; 2004, ch. 501, § 1; 2007, ch. 
484, 8° 36; 2013, ch.) 183, $2; (2017, ch. 181, 
8§ 6-11; 2018, ch. 808, §§ 1-6; 2021, ch. 218, 
§ 1. 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment substituted “fifty-five 
thousand pounds (55,000 lbs.)” for “fifty-six 
thousand pounds (56,000 lbs.)” in (a)(2)(H). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. July 1, 2021. 


PART 2 
SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES 


55-4-201. Part definitions. 
As used in this part: 


(1) “Collegiate plate” or “collegiate license plate” means the class of 
cultural motor vehicle registration plates enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5)(C), 
which features on each individual plate a special reference to or identifica- 


tion or information on: 


(A) A two-year or four-year college or university located within this 


state; 


(B) A four-year college or university located outside this state; or 
(C) A four-year law school located within this state that is not accred- 
ited by the American Bar Association; 
(2)(A) “Cultural plate” or “cultural license plate” means: 
(i) Aspecial or cultural motor vehicle registration plate authorized by 
statute prior to July 1, 1998, and enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(5); or 
(ii) An honorary motor vehicle registration plate authorized by stat- 
ute on or after July 1, 1998, which statute does not specifically earmark 
the funds produced from the sale of the plate; 
(B) “Cultural plate” or “cultural license plate” includes collegiate plates 
and personalized plates unless those plates are specifically excluded from 
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this definition by statute; 

(3) “Memorial plate” or “memorial license plate” means those motor 
vehicle registration plates, as enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(4) and defined in 
§ 55-4-250, that are issued free of charge, including the regular registration 
fee, pursuant to § 55-4-204(b); 

(4) “New specialty earmarked plate” or “new specialty earmarked license 
plate” means a motor vehicle registration plate authorized by statute on or 
after July 1, 1998, which statute earmarks the funds produced from the sale 
of that plate to be allocated to a specific nonprofit organization or state 
agency or fund to fulfill a specific purpose or to accomplish a specific goal; 

(5) “Off-highway vehicle plate” or “off-highway vehicle license plate” 
means those motor vehicle registration plates, as enumerated in § 55-4- 
203(a) and described in chapter 4, part 7 of this title, that are issued to Class 
I and Class II off-highway vehicles as defined in § 55-8-101; 

(6) “Personalized plate” or “personalized license plate” means the class of 
cultural motor vehicle registration plates that features on each individual 
plate not less than three (3) nor more than seven (7) identifying numbers, 
letters, positions or a combination thereof for a passenger motor vehicle, 
recreational vehicle or truck of one-half or three-quarter-ton rating or, if 
authorized, not less than three (3) nor more than six (6) identifying numbers, 
letters, positions or a combination thereof for a motorcycle, as requested by 
the owner or lessee of the vehicle to which that plate is assigned; 

(7) “Personalized trailer plate” or “personalized trailer license plate” 
means a motor vehicle registration plate that is permitted, but not required, 
to be registered to a trailer or semitrailer that features on each individual 
plate not less than three (3) nor more than seven (7) identifying numbers, 
letters, positions or a combination of numbers, letters or positions for a 
trailer or semitrailer, as requested by the owner or lessee of the trailer or 
semitrailer to which the plate is assigned; 

(8) “Special purpose plate” or “special purpose license plate” means all 
other motor vehicle registration plates issued pursuant to this part, includ- 
ing antique motor vehicle, dealer, disabled, emergency, firefighter pursuant 
to § 55-4-224, general assembly, government service, judiciary, national 
guard, OEM headquarters company, sheriff, special event, boat transport, 
United States house of representatives, United States judge and United 
States senate plates; and 

(9) “Specialty earmarked plate” or “specialty earmarked license plate” 
means a motor vehicle registration plate authorized by statute prior to July 
1, 1998, and enumerated in § 55-4-203(c)(6), which statute earmarks the 
funds produced from the sale of that plate to be allocated to a specific 
organization, state agency or fund, or other entity to fulfill a specific purpose 
or to accomplish a specific goal. 


History. Amendments. 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 142, § 4; The 2021 amendment substituted “boat 
2009, ch. 530, § 120; 2009, ch. 589, § 41; 2013, transport” for “boat dealer” in (8). 
ch. 117, § 1; 2016, ch. 790, § 6; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-209; Acts 2020, ch. 571, Effective Dates. 
§ 1; 2020, ch. 660, § 40; 2021, ch. 97, § 1. Acts 2021, ch. 97, § 4. July 1, 2021. 
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55-4-203 


55-4-202. Issuance — Applicability of part — Requirements — Plates 
deemed obsolete due to inactivity. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
201(h)(1) [now § 55-4-202(¢)(1)], the former 
speciality license plates for Boone Lake Asso- 
ciation, Cumberland University, Domestic Vio- 
lence and Sexual Assault Awareness, Historic 
Maury, Kiwanis International, Louisiana State 
University, Lung Cancer Awareness, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving MADD, Mountain 
Tough, North Carolina State University, Ohio 
State University, Suicide Prevention, Stand 
For Israel, TN Back The Blue, and University 
of South Carolina are declared to be obsolete 
since they did not qualify for initial issuance by 
the July 1, 2019 deadline. 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
202(g)(1), the former speciality license plates 
for AMVETS, Antique Auto (unrestricted use), 
Blood Donor, Fighting for At-Risk Youth, Ger- 
mantown Charity Horse Show, Greene County 
School System (reauthorized by 2020 legisla- 


tion), Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
(JDRF), Knights of Columbus, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Order of The Eastern Star, Tennis 
Memphis, Tennessee Voices for Victims, and 
Whitehaven High School are declared to be 
obsolete since they did not qualify for initial 
issuance by the July 1, 2020 deadline. 
Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
202(g)(1), the former speciality license plates 
for 101st Airborne Screaming Eagle, ALS 
Awareness, Childhood Cancer Awareness, 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, 
Greene County School System, Habitat for Hu- 
manity, Isaiah 117 House, Loyal Order of 
Moose, Make-A-Wish Foundation, The Center 
for Living and Learning Inc., University of 
Miami, University of Texas, West Virginia Uni- 
versity, Women’s Suffrage Centennial are de- 
clared to be obsolete since they did not qualify 
for initial issuance by the July 1, 2021 deadline. 


55-4-203. Issuance — Category — Supplemental registration — Eligi- 


bility. 


(a) All registration plates issued under this part shall be issued in one (1) of 


the following categories: 
(1) Antique motor vehicle; 
(2) Cultural; 
(3) Dealer; 
(4) Disabled; 
(5) Emergency; 
(6) Firefighter; 
(7) General assembly; 
(8) Government service; 
(9) Judiciary; 
(10) Legislator Emeritus; 
(11) Memorial; 
(12) National Guard; 
(13) New specialty earmarked; 


(14) OEM headquarters company; 


(15) Off-highway vehicles: 


(A) Class I off-highway vehicles; and 
(B) Class II off-highway vehicles; 


(16) Sheriff; 
(17) Specialty earmarked; 


(18) United States house of representatives; 


(19) United States judge; and 
(20) United States senate. 


(b)(1) Registration plates currently provided under the “dealer, 


99 66 


govern- 


ment service,” “disabled,” and “national guard” categories shall be issued in 
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design configurations and colors which distinguish the plates from those of 
other categories, and in a manner which would avoid confusion with any 
other registration plates. 

(2) Registration plates issued in any other category shall be issued in a 
design configuration distinctive to that category and determined by the 
commissioner, and shall bear at the top of the plate the word “Tennessee” or 
“Tenn” and at the bottom the name of the category. In addition, the plates in 
each category may bear identifying letter prefixes to distinguish the group 
within the category, and shall bear identifying number suffixes to identify 
the individual registrant. 

(c) The groups within each category having multiple plates shall be as 
follows: 

(1) Emergency: 

(A) Amateur radio; 

(B) Auxiliary police; 

(C) Civil air patrol; 

(D) Civil defense; 

(E) Rescue squad; 

(F) Emergency services squad, including, but not limited to, emergency 
medical technicians and paramedics; 

(G) Police officer; 

(H) Trauma physicians; 

(1) Trauma nurses; 

(J) On-call surgical personnel; 

(K) Constables; 

(L) Tennessee state guard; and 

(M) United States coast guard auxiliary; 
(2) Judiciary: 

(A) Supreme court; 

(B) Court of appeals; 

(C) Court of criminal appeals; 

(D) Chancery court; 

(E) Circuit court; 

(F) Probate court; 

(G) Juvenile court; 

(H) General sessions court; 

(I) Retired judges of courts, not-of-record; 

(J) Municipal court judges; and 

(K) Magistrates; 
(3) National Guard: 

(A) Enlisted; 

(B) Honorably discharged members; 

(C) Officers; and 

(D) Retirees; 
(4) Memorial: 

(A) Air Force Cross recipient; 

(B) Air Medal (Valor) recipients; 

(C) Bronze Star (Valor) recipients; 
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(D) Disabled veteran; 
(E) Distinguished Flying Cross recipients; 
(F) Distinguished Service Cross-recipient; 
(G) Former prisoner of war; 
(H) Gold star family; 
(1) Holder of the Purple Heart; 
(J) Medal of honor recipient; 
(K) Navy Cross recipient; and 
(L) Silver Star recipients; 
(5) Cultural: 
(A) Antique Auto (unrestricted use) [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 
(B) Arts, as provided for in § 55-4-217 and § 55-4-240; 
(C) Collegiate, as defined in § 55-4-201: 
(i) Bryan College; 
(ii) Cumberland University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
Gi) Penn State University;. 
(iv) University of Arkansas; 
(v) University of Florida; 
(vi) University of Mississippi; 
(vii) All collegiate plates issued as cultural motor vehicle registration 
plates prior to July 1, 1998; and 
(viii) All collegiate plates administratively issued by the department 
on or after July 1, 1998, pursuant to § 55-4-210; 
(D) Delta Kappa Gamma Society International; 
(E) Honorary consular; 
(F) Metropolitan council; 
(G) Military: 
(i) 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne); 
(i) Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients; 
(iii) Army ranger; 
(iv) Blue star family; 
(v) Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients; 
(vi) Combat veterans; 
(vil) Disabled Veteran (service-connected); 
(vil) “Enemy Evadees” as certified by the department of veterans 
services; 
(ix) Honorably discharged veterans of the United States Armed 
Forces; 
(x) Legion of Merit recipients; 
(xi) Marine Corps League; 
- (xii) Paratrooper; 
(xii) Pearl Harbor survivors; 
(xiv) Rakkasans; 
(xv) Submarine veteran; 
(xvi) Tennessee woman veteran, pursuant to § 55-4-267; 
(xvi) United States military, active forces, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(xvii) United States military, honorably discharged members, pursu- 
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ant to § 55-4-252; 
(xviii) United States military, retired forces, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(xix) United States reserve forces, pursuant to § 55-4-254; 
(xx) United States reserve forces, honorably discharged members, 
pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(xxi) United States reserve forces, retired, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
and 
(xxii) Women Veterans of Color; 
(H) Personalized, pursuant to §§ 55-4-210 and 55-4-214; 
(1) Police Benevolent Association; and 
(J) Retired female firefighter; 
(6) Specialty earmarked: 
(A) Agriculture; 
(B) Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority; 
(C) Alpha Phi Alpha; 
(D) CHILDREN FIRST!; 
(E) Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; 
(F) Ducks Unlimited; 
(G) Environmental; 
(H) Friends of Great Smoky Mountains; 
(1) Helping school volunteer; 
(J) Kappa Alpha Psi; | 
(K) Nongame and endangered wildlife species or “Watchable Wildlife”; 
(L) Omega Psi Phi; 
(M) Phi Beta Sigma; 
(N) Supporters of Saint Jude Children’s Research Hospital; and 
(QO) Zeta Phi Beta; and 
(7) New specialty earmarked plates, as defined in § 55-4-201: 
(A) 101st Airborne Screaming Eagle [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 
(B) A Soldier’s Child [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(C) African American Breast Cancer Awareness; 
(D) ALS Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(E) Alumni Program of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; 
(F) Alzheimer’s Association [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(G) AMVETS [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(H) Animal Friendly; 
(I) Appalachian Trail; 
(J) Autism Awareness; 
(K) Baylor School [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(L) BE NICE [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(M) Big Brothers Big Sisters; 
(N) Blood Donor [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(O) Boone Lake Association [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(P) Boy Scouts of America [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 
(Q) CASA; 
(R) Chattanooga; 
(S) Chattanooga Football Club; 
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(T) Childhood Cancer Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(U) Childhood Hunger Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(V) Children’s Hospital at Erlanger [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(W) Choose Life; 

(X) Civil War Preservation; 

(Y) Combat Action [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(Z) Cystic Fibrosis Awareness; 

(AA) D.A.R.E. [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(BB) Delta Kappa Gamma Society International [Obsolete. See the 
Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(CC) Diabetes Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(DD) Dollywood Foundation; 

(EE) Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Awareness [Obsolete. See 
the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(FF) Down Syndrome Awareness; 

(GG) Drive Electric Tennessee; 

(HH) “Driving To A Cure” (Pink Ribbon); 

(II) Dyslexia Awareness; 

(JJ) Eagle Foundation; 

(KK) East Tennessee Children’s Hospital; 

(LL) Eastern Star [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(MM) Enjoy the Ride; 

(NN) Fallen Linemen [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(OO) Fallen Police and Firefighters [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(PP) Fighting for At-Risk Youth [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(QQ) Fish and wildlife species; 

(RR) Fraternal Order of Police; 

(SS) Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms; 

(TT) Friends of Sycamore Shoals Historic Area, Inc.; 

(UU) Germantown Charity Horse Show [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 

(VV) Greene County School System [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(WW) Habitat for Humanity [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(XX) Hampton University; 

(YY) Historic Collierville [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(ZZ) Historic Franklin; 

(AAA) Historic Maury [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(BBB) Historic Whitehaven [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(CCC) Honor the Fallen; 

(DDD) I RECYCLE; 

(EEE) I Stand with Israel [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(FFF) In Remembrance [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(GGG) International Association of Firefighters; 

(HHH) Isaiah 117 House [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(III) Jackson State University; 
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(JJJ) Justin P. Wilson Cumberland Trail State Scenic Trail State Park 
[Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(KKK) Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) [Obsolete. See 
the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(LLL) Kiwanis International [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(MMM) Knights of Columbus [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(NNN) Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center; 

(OOO) Linemen Power Tennessee; 

(PPP) Louisiana State University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(QQQ) Loyal Order of Moose [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(RRR) Lung Cancer Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(SSS) Make-A-Wish Foundation [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(TTT) Martin Luther King, Jr. [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(UUU) Masons; 

(VVV) Memphis Grizzlies; 

(WWW) Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum; 

(XXX) Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare; 

(YYY) Millennial Debt Foundation; 

(ZZZ) Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt; 

(AAAA) Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD); 

(BBBB) Mountain Tough [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(CCCC) Nashville Cares; 

(DDDD) Nashville Parks Foundation [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(EEEE) Nashville Predators; 

(FFFF) National Rifle Association; 

(GGGG) National Wild Turkey Federation; 

(HHHH) Natural Gas Fuels Tennessee; 

(IIIT) Niswonger Children’s Hospital; 

(JJJJ) North Carolina State University [Obsolete. Bid the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 

(KKKK) Nurses; 

(LLLL) Ohio State University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(MMMM) Order of The Eastern Star [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(NNNN) Pat Summitt Foundation; 

(OOOO) Police Activities League [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(PPPP) Prostate Cancer Awareness [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(QQQQ) Protecting Rivers and Clean Waters; 

(RRRR) Radnor Lake; 

(SSSS) Regional Medical Center at Memphis (The MED); 

(TTTT) Rotary International [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(UUUU) Save the Bees; 

(VVVV) Service Dogs; 

(WWWW) Service Dogs Changing Lives; 

(XXXX) Share the Road; 

(YYYY) Sheriffs and Police Activities League of Memphis and Shelby 
County; 
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(ZZZZ) Smallmouth bass; 

(AAAAA) Sons of Confederate Veterans; 

(BBBBB) Sportsman; - 

(CCCCC) Strictly Vettes [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(DDDDD) Suicide Prevention [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(EEEEE) Support Our Troops; 

(FFFFF) Tennessee Association of Realtors; 

(GGGGG) Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry; 

(HHHHH) Tennis Memphis [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(IIIT) Tennessee School Nutrition Association [Obsolete. See the Com- 
piler’s Notes.]; 

(JJJJJ) Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association; 

(KKKKK) Tennessee Tech University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(LLLLL) Tennessee Titans; 

(MMMMM) Tennessee Voices for Victims [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 

(NNNNN) Tennessee Walking Horse; 

(OOOOO) Tennessee Wildlife Federation; 

(PPPPP) Tennessee Wildlife Federation nongame and education pro- 
erams; 

(QQQQQ) TennesSEIA; 

(RRRRR) The Center for Living and Learning, Inc. [Obsolete. See the 
Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(SSSSS) The Compassionate Friends; 

(TTTTT) The Equity Alliance; 

(UUUUU) The Fairgrounds Nashville [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(VVVVV) The Ohio State University; 

(WWWWW) The Volunteer State; 

(XXXXX) Tiger Haven; 

(YYYYY) TN Back the Blue [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(ZZZZZ) Trout Unlimited; 

(AAAAAA) University of Miami [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(BBBBBB) University of South Carolina [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes.]; 

(CCCCCC) University of Tennessee Health Science Center; 

(DDDDDD) University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers’ NCAA National 
Championships; 

(EEEEEE) University of Tennessee National Championship; 

(FFFFFF) University of Texas [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(GGGGGG) VFW [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(HHHHHH) West Virginia University [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s 
Notes. ]; 

(IIIIIT) Whitehaven High School [Obsolete. See the Compiler’s Notes.]; 

(JJJIJSJ) Wilson County The Place to Be; 

(KKKKKK) Women’s Suffrage Centennial [Obsolete. See the Compil- 
er’s Notes.]; 
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(LLLLLL) Youth Villages. 

(d)(1) No registration plate shall be issued under this section unless 
authorized by this part. Registration under this part is supplemental to the 
motor vehicle title and registration law, compiled in chapters 1-6 of this title, 
and nothing in this part shall be construed as abridging or amending that 
law. An applicant with more than one (1) motor vehicle titled or leased in 
that applicant’s name, or applicants with more than one (1) motor vehicle 
jointly titled and/or leased in their names are entitled to an unlimited 
number of registration plates under the applicable provision of law, as long 
as all other special fees and regular costs are paid by the applicant and all 
requirements set out in parts 1 and 2 of this chapter are followed. 

(2) No qualified person shall receive more than one (1) free plate, unless 
the issuance of additional free plates is specifically authorized by the statute 
creating the cultural, specialty earmarked or new specialty earmarked plate, 
memorial plate or special purpose plate. 

(e) Registration plates issued to United States judges, United States sena- 
tors, and members of the United States house of representatives pursuant to 
subdivisions (a)(9) and (a)(16)-(18) shall be of a distinctive design approved by 
the department and shall bear, as applicable, the district number of house 
members, the number “1” or “2” for senators, based on seniority, and the 
appropriate number for judges, based on seniority of appointment. Unless a 
conflict exists with other designs, the designs used before July 1, 1984, shall be 
used. 

(f) Whenever a spouse having a cultural, specialty earmarked or new 
specialty earmarked plate, memorial plate or special purpose plate is divorced 
and no longer entitled to the plate, the spouse no longer entitled to that plate 
shall deliver the plate to the county clerk, and the county clerk shall issue a 
regular plate valid for the same period as the cultural, specialty earmarked or 
new specialty earmarked plate, memorial plate or special purpose plate. 

(g)(1) Registration plates issued to honorary consulars pursuant to subdivi- 

sion (c)(5)(C) shall be of a distinctive design approved by the department and 

shall bear, as applicable, the words “Honorary Consul” and an appropriate 
number. 

(2) The revised honorary consular plates issued pursuant to this section 
shall be delivered to qualified persons upon renewal of registration of the 
vehicle to which the plates are issued. No person with honorary consular 
plates shall be required to exchange the plates until the renewal of 
registration of the vehicle to which the plates are issued. 


History. § 1; 1999, ch. 400, § 1; 1999, ch. 416, § 1; 1999, 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 1998 ch. 1113, § 1; ch. 449, §§ 1, 3; 1999, ch. 529, § 1; 2002, ch. 
1998, ch. 1114, § 1; 1998, ch. 1115; § 1; 1998, 633, §§ 1, 4; 2002, ch. 876, §§ 4, 7,9, 11, 13, 15, 
ch. 1116,..8. 1; 1998 cho DIVA Sl 1908 Ving It 2 ee ee eo, ober aie 1, oo. 4 1. 
1118,,§ 1; 1998, ch’ TI19, $§ 7;'1998,"ch. 1120, °° 43. 4b, 47)'49. b153) 55; '57,59, G4" 2003, ch. 
8. 121998 chi VEST Se 1s GSS Web od 22s le” V1 BO Sts 200, che tno, Sie eoudven 14a n1 
1998, ch. 1128, § 1; 1998,:ch:, 1124, § 1; 1998, 2003, ch. 147, § 1; 2003, ch, 151,821; 2003, ch. 
ch, 1130, § 1; 1998, ch. 1132, § 1; 1998, ch: | 165,§ 1; 2003, ch. 265, § 1; 2003, ch. 280, § 4; 
1133, § 1; 1999, ch. 3, § 1; 1999, ch. 9..8§ 4.5: (+2003)ch. 372, § 120038. ch. 417, §& 4, 4: 2004. 
1999, ch. 42,§ 1; 1999, ch. 46,§ 1;1999,ch.71, ch. 787, § 2; 2004, ch. 788, § 1; 2004, ch. 789, 
§ 1; 1999, ch. 182, § 1; 1999, ch. 281,§ 1;1999, § 1;2004, ch. 790,§ 1; 2004, ch. 791,§ 1; 2004, 
ch. 290, § 1; 1999, ch. 292, § 1; 1999, ch. 316, ch. 792, § 1; 2004, ch. 793, § 1; 2004, ch. 794, 
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§ 1; 2004, ch. 795, § 1; 2004, ch. 9383, § 1; 2004, 
ch. 934, § 1; 2004, ch. 935, § 1; 2004, ch. 936, 
§§ 1, 3,5; 2004, ch. 9387, § 1; 2004, ch. 938, § 1; 
2005, ch. 506;9$" 73,5; 7; 8210512014) 217,21; 
2006, ch. 911, §§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 964, §§ 1, 3, 5, 
Uy OF ATS ABH 19,21) 260 200 Tie. DSS 2: 
2007, ch. 68, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 43; 2007, ch. 
604, §§ 1, 4,6, 7,9, 11, 138, 15, 18, 22, 24, 26, 28, 
30, 32, 39,'41, 42: 2008,-ch.' 1165; §§ 1):4; 7, 9, 
MM, 13506, 20222) 255.27 80)'32):34, BG 941):43. 
48, 50, 52, 54, 57, 59, 62; 2009, ch. 530, §§ 117, 
118; 2009, ch. 589,°$$: 13: 6,77 9/10) 1384/15; 17, 
19, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 36, 38, 39; 2010, 
ch. 1151,,88 3,6; 9, 12, 14:16; 18; /23425; 28, 81, 
33, 35, 37, 42, 44, 48, 50, 56; 2011, ch. 491, §§ 1, 
4.6, 9, 11,°14°16;-20, 22, 289317,33) 35/39; 2012: 
ch. 543, $13: 2012); ch: 545) § 91;'2012).ch546, 
§ 1; 2012, ch. 587,§ 1; 2012, ch. 590,§ 1; 2012, 
Ch b9aa8 tezOl2 eh, bO7. Sinle woe ch. 702) 
§ 1;2012) ch. 746, $ 1; 2012, ch.°749; $ 1; 2012, 
ch. 768, .§ 1;:2012, ch..769, § 1; 2012, ch. 782, 
§ 1; 2012, ch. 827,§ 1; 2012, ch. 864,§ 1; 2012, 
ch. 868, § 1; 2012, ch. 920, §§ 1, 3; 2013, ch. 
193, 9 4° 2083,"en. 303, 8° 17 20Ts, ch. 30S; 
§ 18(2); 2013, ch. 318, §§ 6, 7; 2013, ch. 484, 
$8.23, 5) 7h 9; A214. 16, 20,122) 24: 2014 .ch. 
24188 (1.3.5.7, 95403,24,. 15, JOa210014. chy 
966, §§ 2, 4, 24; 2015, ch. 24, § ‘7; 2015, ch. 383, 
Oo. 1,3, 527) Omlinas. 15, 1B 2128" 2ar eT 293 
31, 33, 37, 39; 2016, ch. 790, § 4; 2016, ch. 825, 
Sy 12016, eoan79ie9 Loop: 7, 9.13, 1b) 17,9 
Bi, 20, 2Ovsis ee ol, 30,00. 2011, ChoS isis: 
2017, chi359:1§ 18; 2017, ches84) $$) 1)'3y5, 729, 
Lt tatoo, 21, 238,25, 2%) 2931, 33 35, 
39; 2018, ch. 926, § 2; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 1, 3, 7, 
Sti ta lopli ie, 20, Bo, 20, 4, 00) 00) 07, 40, 
54; T.C.A. 55-4-202; Acts 2019, ch. 64, § 1; 
2019 1eht 203 ).$8i4 64.85 11. 13.16.19 21123, 
2G, 25,30) azc08, 36). 06, 41,\ 45, 40::2020, ich, 
GO0.89 2, 4.6; 6. 10,12" 14.162 18, 20°92. 24: 
26) 28730) 32, 34,'36;538)/4 1, 43y 485 202 1.ch. 
579, $9 138, 6-8 23.525) 27.'29)31.'38,:40, 
42, 44, 47, 49, 53, 55, 58, 60, 63; 2021, ch. 579, 
$01 36) 8, 11723, 25, 27) 29, 51,38, 40, 42. 44) 
47, 49, 53, 55, 58, 60, 63. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 5 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the Friends of 
Shelby Park and Bottoms new specialty ear- 
marked license plates authorized pursuant to 
§ 55-4-313 shall have until July 1, 2022, to 
meet the applicable minimum issuance re- 
quirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 34 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Tennessee 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry new spe- 
cialty earmarked license plates authorized pur- 
suant to § 55-4-379 shall have until July 1, 
2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 35 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving (MADD) new specialty 
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earmarked license plates authorized pursuant 
to § 55-4-380 shall have until July 1, 2022, to 


._ meet the applicable minimum issuance re- 


quirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 36 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the Big Broth- 
ers Big Sisters new specialty earmarked license 
plates authorized pursuant to § 55-4-386 shall 
have until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable 
minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
202(g)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 37 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the I RECYCLE 
new specialty earmarked license plates autho- 
rized pursuant to § 55-4-360 shall have until 
July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum 
issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(¢)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 46 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the Niwonger 
Children’s Hospital new specialty earmarked 
license plates authorized pursuant to § 55-4- 
345 shall have until July 1, 2022, to meet the 
applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-202(g)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 57 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the Enjoy the 
Ride new specialty earmarked license plates 
authorized pursuant to § 55-4-384 shall have 
until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable mini- 
mum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
202(g)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 65 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Service 
Dogs Changing Lives new specialty earmarked 
license plates authorized pursuant to § 55-4- 
383 shall have until July 1, 2022, to meet the 
applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-202(g)(1). 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 66 provided that not- 
withstanding § 55-4-202(g¢)(1), the African 
American Breast Cancer Awareness new spe- 
cialty earmarked license plates authorized pur- 
suant to § 55-4-374 shall have until July 1, 
2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 

Pursuant to the requirements of § 55-4- 
202(¢)(1), the former speciality license plates 
for 101st Airborne Screaming Eagle, ALS 
Awareness, Childhood Cancer Awareness, 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, 
Greene County School System, Habitat for Hu- 
manity, Isaiah 117 House, Loyal Order of 
Moose, Make-A-Wish Foundation, The Center 
for Living and Learning Inc., University of 
Miami, University of Texas, West Virginia Uni- 
versity, Women’s Suffrage Centennial are de- 
clared to be obsolete since they did not qualify 
for initial issuance by the July 1, 2021 deadline. 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment added “Army ranger” 
in (c)(5)(G); and in (¢)(7), added “CASA”, “Chat- 
tanooga”, “Chattanooga Football Club”, “Cystic 
Fibrosis Awareness”, “Drive Electric Tennes- 
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see”, “Dyslexia Awareness”, “Hampton Univer- 
sity”, “Honor the Fallen”, “Millennial Debt 
Foundation”, “Nashville Cares”, “Natural Gas 
Fuels Tennessee”, “Service Dogs”, “Sheriff's and 
Police Activities League of Memphis and 
Shelby County”, “TennesSEIA”, “The Compas- 
sionate Friends”, “The Equity Alliance”, “The 
Ohio State University”, “The Volunteer State”, 
“Tiger Haven”, and “Wilson County The Place 
to Be”. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


Cross-References. 
Army ranger, § 55-4-278. 
CASA, § 55-4-344. 
Chattanooga, § 55-4-331. 
Chattanooga Football Club, § 55-4-333. 


55-4-204. Fees. 


MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 30 


Cystic Fibrosis Awareness, § 55-4-357. 

Drive Electric Tennessee, § 55-4-390. 
Dyslexia Awareness, § 55-4-356. 

Hampton University, § 55-4-362. 

Honor the Fallen, § 55-4-320. 

Millennial Debt Foundation, § 55-4-389. 
Nashville Cares, § 55-4-353. 

Natural Gas Fuels Tennessee, § 55-4-392. 
Service Dogs, § 55-4-388. 

Sheriff’s and Police Activities League of 


Memphis and Shelby County, § 55-4-328. 


TennesSHIA, § 55-4-391. 

The Compassionate Friends, § 55-4-359. 
The Equity Alliance, § 55-4-358. 

The Ohio State University, § 55-4-363. 

The Volunteer State, § 55-4-332. 

Tiger Haven, 55-4-393. 

Wilson County The Place To Be, § 55-4-319. 


(a) In addition to title, registration, transfer or other fees or taxes otherwise 
applicable under this title, persons applying for and receiving registration 
plates under this part shall pay additional fees as follows: 

(1) Antique motor vehicle — thirty dollars ($30.00), pursuant to § 55-4- 

111(a)(1) Class C and as provided for in § 55-4-111(b); 

(2) Dealers, as provided for in § 55-4-226; 
(3) Disabled — regular fee applicable to the vehicle, except as expressly 


provided otherwise in § 55-21-1038; 
(4) Emergency: 
(A) Amateur radio: 


(i) Regular fee applicable to the vehicle, if the applicant meets the 


qualifications of § 55-4-225(e); or 


(ii) Twenty-five dollars ($25.00), if the applicant does not meet the 


qualifications of § 55-4-225(e); 


(B) On-call surgical personnel — regular fee applicable to the vehicle 


and as provided for in § 55-4-223(); 


(C) Police officer — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as provided 


for in § 55-4-223(f; 


(D) Regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as provided for in § 55-4- 
223 for the following special purpose plates: 


(i) Auxiliary police; 
(ii) Civil air patrol; 
(iii) Civil defense; 
(iv) Constables; 


(v) Emergency services squad, including, but not limited to, emer- 
gency medical technicians, paramedics, emergency medical technician- 
paramedics, other emergency medical services providers or emergency 
medical responders, or physicians or nurses on the scene or accompa- 
nying or attending a patient in an ambulance; and 


(vi) Rescue squad; 


(EK) Tennessee state guard — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and a 
fee proportionately equal to the cost of actually designing and manufac- 
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turing the plates to ensure that the issuance of the plates is revenue 

neutral; provided, that the fee shall only be applicable upon initial 

issuance or reissuance of the platés provided for in this section and shall 
not be applicable at the time of renewal; 

(F) Trauma nurses — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as 
provided for in § 55-4-223(h); 

(G) Trauma physicians — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as 
provided for in § 55-4-223(¢); and 

(H) United States coast guard auxiliary — regular fee applicable to the 
vehicle and a fee proportionately equal to the cost of actually designing 
and manufacturing the plates to ensure that the issuance of the plates is 
revenue neutral; provided, that the fee shall only be applicable upon initial 
issuance or reissuance of the plates provided for in this section and shall 
not be applicable at the time of renewal; 

(5) Firefighter — regular fee applicable to the vehicle and as provided for 
in § 55-4-224; 

(6) General assembly — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(7) Government service — as provided for in § 55-4-219; 

(8) Judiciary — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(9) National guard: enlisted, officers, retirees and honorably discharged 
members — as provided for in § 55-4-255; 

(10) Sheriff — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(11) Street rod — fifty dollars ($50.00) and as provided for in § 55-4-318 
[obsolete]; 

(12) United States house of representatives — twenty-five dollars 
($25.00); 

(13) United States judge — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(14) United States senate — twenty-five dollars ($25.00); 

(15) Regular fee as provided for in Class H of § 55-4-111(a)(1) and as 
provided for in part 7 of this chapter for Class I off-highway vehicles and 
Class II off-highway vehicles; and 

(16) Legislator Emeritus — twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(b) The following plates shall be issued free of charge and in the number 
specified by the section authorizing the issuance of the individual plate; 
provided, that the appropriate criteria are met by the applicant: 

Memorial: 

(1) Air Force Cross recipients; 

(2) Air Medal (Valor) recipients; 

(3) Bronze Star (Valor) recipients; 

(4) Disabled Veterans, including those disabled veterans who choose to 
receive the Purple Heart plate pursuant to § 55-4-257(e); 

(5) Distinguished Flying Cross recipients; 

(6) Distinguished Service Cross recipients; 

(7) Former Prisoner of War; 

(8) Gold star family; 

(9) Holder of the Purple Heart; 

(10) Medal of Honor recipients; 

(11) Navy Cross recipients; and 
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(12) Silver Star recipients. 

(c)(1) The following military cultural plates shall be issued upon the 

payment of the regular registration fee and a fee equal to the cost of actually 

designing and manufacturing the plates; provided, that the issuance of these 
plates shall be revenue neutral: 

(A) 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne); 

(B) Air Medal (Meritorious) recipients; 

(C) Army ranger; 

(D) Blue Star family; 

(EZ) Bronze Star (Meritorious) recipients; 

(F) Combat veterans; 

(G) Disabled Veteran (service-connected); 

(H) “Enemy Evadees,” as certified by the department of veterans 

services, pursuant to § 55-4-263; 

(1) Honorably discharged veterans of the United States armed forces, 

pursuant to § 55-4-253; 

(J) Legion of Merit recipients; 

(K) Marine Corps League; 

(L) Paratrooper; 

(M) Pearl Harbor survivors, pursuant to § 55-4-262; 

(N) Rakkasans; 

(O) Submarine veteran; 

(P) Tennessee woman veteran, pursuant to § 55-4-267; 

(Q) United States military, active forces, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 

(R) United States military, honorably discharged members, pursuant to 

§ 55-4-252; 

(S) United States military, retired, pursuant to § 55-4-252; 
(T) United States reserve forces, honorably discharged members, pur- 

suant to § 55-4-252; 

(U) United States reserve forces, pursuant to § 55-4-254; 
(V) United States reserve forces, retired, pursuant to § 55-4-252; and 
(W) Women Veterans of Color. 

(2) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the payment of the fee equal 
to the cost of actually designing and manufacturing the plates provided in 
subdivision (c)(1) shall only be applicable upon initial issuance or reissuance 
of the plates specified in subdivision (c)(1) and shall not be applicable at the 
time of renewal. 

(d) All other cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked 
plates authorized by this part shall be issued upon the payment of a fee of 
thirty-five dollars ($35.00), in addition to the regular registration fee, in 
accordance with § 55-4-202(b)(2). 

(e) OEM headquarters company plates shall be issued free of charge as 
provided for in § 55-4-227. 

(f) For purposes related to this chapter, the department may authorize the 
state treasurer to establish a program for the sale of nonrefundable gift 
vouchers, gift cards, rebates, incentives, debit cards or any other form of 
electronic payments. The state treasurer, or designated entity, may administer 
all or any portion of the program regarding the use of such gift vouchers, gift 
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cards, rebates, incentives, debit cards or any other form of electronic payments. 
The treasurer may charge for reasonable administration costs, or authorize the 
designated entity to charge a fee to defray such costs. 


History. 

Acts 1984, ch. 966, § 1; 1985, ch. 95, § 1; 
1985, ch. 402, §§ 5, 12; 1987, ch. 172, § 5; 1988, 
ch. 618, § 2; 1988, ch. 687, § 2; 1988, ch. 781, 
§ 3; 1988, ch. 864, § 2; 1990, ch. 925, § 3; 1991, 
ch. 482, § 6; 1992, ch. 846, § 2; 1992, ch. 1008, 
§ 2; 19938, ch. 105, § 2; 1993, ch. 236, § 2; 19938, 
ch. 446, § 2; 1994, ch. 624, § 2; 1994, ch. 665, 
§ 2; 1994, ch. 980, § 2; 1994, ch. 999, §§ 2-4; 
1996, ch. 122, § 2; 1995, ch.173, § 1;1995, ch. 
335, § 2; 1995, ch. 399, § 2; 1996, ch. 615, § 2; 
1996, ch. 658, § 2; 1996, ch. 672, § 5; 1996, ch. 
673, § 2; 1996, ch. 854, § 2; 1996, ch. 914, § 2; 
1996, ch. 963, § 2; 1996, ch. 965, § 3; 1996, ch. 
971,§ 2; 1996, ch. 994,§ 2; 1996, ch. 1024, § 2; 
1996, ch. 1030, § 4; 1996, ch. 1047, § 3; 1998, 
ch. 1063, § 1; 1999, ch. 98, § 3; 2002, ch. 633, 
§§ 2,5; 2002, ch. 866, § 1; 2002, ch. 876, §§ 2, 


5; 2003, ch. 280, § 5; 2004, ch. 933, § 2; 2004, 
ch. 937, § 2; 2006, ch. 964, §§ 16, 27; 2007, ch. 
63, § 2; 2007, ch. 604, §§ 19, 43, 44; 2008, ch. 
924, § 13; 2008, ch. 1165, §§ 5, 8, 23, 31, 44; 
2009, ch. 530, § 119; 2010, ch. 1151, 8§ 7, 10; 
2011, ch. 491, § 23; 2013, ch. 318, §§ 8, 9; 2014, 
ch. 869, § 1; 2014, ch. 966, $§ 3, 5, 25; 2015, ch. 
24, § 7; 2016, ch. 790, § 5; 2017, ch. 97, § 4; 
2017, ch. 384, § 37; 2018, ch. 926, § 3; 2018, ch. 
1023, §§ 4, 24, 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-203; Acts 
2019, ch. 253, §§ 17, 42; 2019, ch. 254, § 1; 
2020, ch. 597, § 1; 2020, ch. 660, § 44; 2021, ch. 
579, § 32. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment added (c)(1)(C). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-210. Authorization — Issuance. 


(a) The department is authorized to administratively issue personalized 
plates to qualified applicants; provided, that the minimum issuance require- 
ments of § 55-4-202(b)(3) and all other requirements of this part are met. 

(b) The department is additionally authorized to administratively issue 
collegiate plates, as defined in § 55-4-201, that have a special reference to or 
identification or information on a two-year or four-year college or university 
located within Tennessee or a four-year college or university located outside 
Tennessee to qualified applicants; provided, that the minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(b)(3) and all other requirements of this part are 
met for each classification of collegiate plates. 

(c)(1) All cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked plates, 

including personalized and collegiate plates, may be issued for private 

passenger automobiles, recreational vehicles and trucks of one-half or 

three-quarter-ton rating, unless specifically prohibited by § 55-4-214. 

(2) Personalized and collegiate plates may also be issued for motorcycles, 
provided the minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4-202(b)(3) are met. 
(d)(1) The commissioner shall not issue any license plate commemorating 
any practice which is contrary to the public policy of the state, nor shall the 
commissioner issue any license plate to any entity whose goals and objec- 
tives are contrary to the public policy of Tennessee. 

(2) The commissioner shall refuse to issue any combination of letters, 
numbers or positions that may carry connotations offensive to good taste and 
decency or that are misleading. 

(e) Registration numbers for license plates issued pursuant to this part 
shall not conflict with or duplicate the registration numbers for any existing 
passenger, recreational, commercial, trailer or motor vehicle registration 
plates that are presently issued pursuant to statute, resolution, executive 
order, or custom. 
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(f(1) The department is authorized to design, issue, and renew, or to 
authorize a designee to issue and renew, off-highway vehicle plates for the 
following vehicles registered by residents of this state: 

(A) Class I off-highway vehicles; and 

(B) Class II off-highway vehicles. 

(2) The department is authorized to design and authorize a designee to 

issue and renew off-highway vehicle temporary permits in lieu of plates for 
off-highway vehicles registered by nonresidents. An off-highway vehicle 


temporary permit is valid for thirty (80) days. 
(3) The department is authorized to contract with county clerks and with 
private vendors for the issuance and renewal of off-highway vehicle plates 


and off-highway temporary permits. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 46; 
2016, ch. 790, § 7; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 2021, 
eb 2180602; 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment in (f)(2), deleted “, 
issue,” following “authorized to design”, deleted 
“renew, or to” preceding “authorize a designee 


55-4-212. Miscellaneous provisions. 


to issue”, deleted “; provided, however, that a 
nonresident may apply directly to the depart- 
ment for an off-highway vehicle permit” at the 
end of the first sentence and substituted “is” for 
“shall be” preceding “valid for thirty (30) days”. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. April 22, 2021. 


(a) This subsection (a) shall apply to the issuance and renewal of the 
cultural, specialty earmarked and new specialty earmarked plates authorized 
by this part, unless the section authorizing the issuance of an individual plate 


specifically provides otherwise: 


(1) The plates enumerated in this subsection (a) shall be issued in 
conformity with § 55-4-208; 

(2) The plates shall contain the logo, emblem, insignia, or other distinc- 
tive design of the agency, organization, purpose or other entity which is being 
honored or recognized by the issuance of that specific plate; 

(3) The plates shall be designed in consultation with the commissioner 
and the department’s vehicle services director, in addition to any other 
person or entity designated to be consulted relative to the design of the plate 
in the section authorizing an individual plate; 

(4) The plates shall include: 

(A) A unique identifying number not to exceed seven (7) characters or 
positions for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c)(1); or 

(B) If authorized, a unique identifying number not to exceed six (6) 
positions or characters for a motorcycle; 

(5) No two (2) applicants shall be assigned identical registration numbers 
or identical license plates; 

(6) Any eligible person may elect to exchange a regular registration plate 
for a plate enumerated in subsection (a); provided, that the fees prescribed 
under § 55-4-204 are paid; 

(7) The whole or parts of the additional fee prescribed by § 55-4-204 for a 
cultural, specialty earmarked or new specialty earmarked plate shall not be 
refunded for the exchange of a regular plate; 
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(8) Additional such plates may be obtained by any eligible person upon 
payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 
plus the payment of the fee prescribed in § 55-4-204; 

(9) The plates enumerated in this subsection (a) shall be issued for the 
applicant’s use only on the authorized motor vehicle, and in the event of a 
transfer of title, the transferor shall surrender the plate to the department 
through the county clerk; 

(10) The plates may be transferred to another vehicle of the same weight 
class owned or leased by the same person upon proper application being 
made therefor and approved by the department; and 

(11) It is unlawful for any person to whom the plates have been issued to 
knowingly permit them to be displayed on any motor vehicle, except as 
authorized by the department. 

(b) This section shall also apply to the issuance and renewal of special 
purpose plates and memorial plates, unless the section authorizing the 
issuance of an individual memorial or special purpose plate specifically 
provides otherwise. 


History. Effective Dates. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 48; Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. April 22, 2021. 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-220; 2021, 
Ch 2 1B ek 3, 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment deleted “taxpayer and” 
preceding “vehicle services director,” in (a)(3). 


55-4-226. Manufacturers, dealers, and transporters of motor vehicles 
or boats. 


(a) Registration plates issued under the dealer category may be issued to 
manufacturers, dealers, and transporters of motor vehicles or boats as pro- 
vided for in this part. 

(b)(1) Any dealer owning any vehicle that may be legally operated upon the 
streets or highways of this state with a regular vehicle registration may, 
either in person or through a duly authorized agent or employee, operate or 
move the vehicle upon any highway of the state without registering each 
such vehicle, upon condition that the vehicle display a special purpose plate 
issued to that owner as prescribed in this part. The dealer may further 
authorize the operation of the vehicle bearing such plates by customers for 
temporary purposes not to exceed seventy-two (72) hours. The dealer may 
further authorize the operation of the vehicle bearing such plates by any 
customer who is using the vehicle, without charge, while the customer’s 
vehicle is being serviced or repaired by the dealer or by any person who is 
participating in a driver’s education program and is operating a vehicle that 
was provided by the dealer to a school for use in the driver’s education 
program. 

(2) The special purpose dealer plate shall have the legend “TENN?” at the 
top of the plate and shall have “auto dealer” at the bottom of the plate. The 
legend shall contain the letter “D” and five (5) numbers. The special purpose 
dealer plate for a motor vehicle dealer that sells used motor vehicles shall 
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have a red background and white letter and numbers. The special purpose 
dealer plate for a franchise motor vehicle dealer that sells new motor 
vehicles shall have a white background and black letter and numbers. 

(3) Any dealer who has a valid number assigned by the motor vehicle 
commission may make application to the department for one (1) or more 
special purpose plates. The fee for the first plate is forty-seven dollars and 
thirty cents ($47.30), and the fee for any plates in addition to the first plate 
is twenty-three dollars and sixty-five cents ($23.65) for each additional plate. 
No dealer shall be permitted to purchase more than two hundred twenty-five 
(225) auto dealer plates during a registration year. 

(4) A transporter may operate or move any vehicle that may be legally 
operated under a regular vehicle registration upon any highway within this 
state solely for the purpose of delivery, upon likewise displaying thereon like 
plates issued to the transporter as provided in this part. 

(5) Any vehicle preparation service or motor vehicle auction company 
licensed by the state may obtain special purpose plates to operate or move 
dealer-owned vehicles upon any highway within the state solely for the 
purpose of transporting the vehicles between a dealer’s business location 
and the location where the cleaning, repairing, or preparation is performed 
or where the vehicle is to be auctioned, and for the purposes of testing the 
vehicle within a twenty (20) mile radius of the location where the cleaning, 
repairing or preparation is performed. 

(6) This subsection (b) shall not apply to work or service vehicles owned by 

a manufacturer, transporter or dealer. 
(c)(1) Any manufacturer or transporter may make application to any county 
clerk within the state, and any vehicle preparation service may make 
application to the county clerk of the county where the established place of 
business of the service is located, upon appropriate forms for a certificate and 
for one (1) or more special purpose plates or single special purpose plates as 
appropriate to vehicles subject to registration hereunder, which plates shall 
be of the same color as auto dealer plates issued in the state for the 
particular year in question and on which shall appear the letters “DL” and 
identifying numbers. An applicant for these registration plates who is a 
transporter shall submit proof of the applicant’s status as a bona fide 
transporter that may reasonably be required by the county clerk to whom 
the application is made. If the applicant is a manufacturer, the county clerk 
shall not issue the registration plates until the applicant has registered with 
the county clerk to whom the application is made the number of the current 
license issued to such manufacturer by the motor vehicle commission. For 
registering the license number of such manufacturers and dealers, the 
county clerk shall be entitled to a fee of five dollars ($5.00). 

(2) The county clerk, upon granting an application, shall, upon the 
payment of the appropriate fee, issue to the applicant a certificate containing 
the applicant’s name and address. 

(3) All special purpose plates issued to any vehicle preparation service, 
manufacturer, or transporter shall bear identifying numbers, and no special 
purpose plates issued to other vehicle preparation services, manufacturers, 
or transporters shall bear the same number. 
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(4) The commissioner is authorized and empowered to design, issue and 
regulate the use of temporary plates for use in cases where dealer plates 
cannot be used. Upon the depletion of the department’s current inventory of 
temporary plates, the department shall redesign the temporary plates in 
such a manner as determined by the commissioner as will permit the 
conspicuous display of individual distinctive alpha-numerical characters. 
Temporary plates may be issued for a period of thirty (30) days. The fee for 
the thirty-day plate is five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50). No person may 
operate a motor vehicle for more than sixty (60) days with the temporary 
plate. Nothing in this section shall be construed as a grant of authority for 
the issuance or use of the temporary plates on trucks or truck tractors being 
used or tested under load conditions over the streets and highways of this 
state. 

(d)(1) Registration plates issued under this subsection (d) may only be issued 

to dealers as provided for in this subsection (d). 

(2) Any dealer owning a vehicle suitable for special event services may, 
either in person or through a duly authorized agent, employee, or lessee, 
operate or move the vehicle upon any highway of the state without 
registering such vehicle, upon condition that the vehicle display a special 
event plate issued to that owner as prescribed in this part. 

(3) A vehicle is suitable for special event services if it: 

(A) Is rented to legal entities of this state, or any political subdivision 
thereof, pursuant to a rental agreement; 

(B) Only travels in this state during the rental period; 

(C) Is capable of holding fifteen (15) or more passengers; and 

(D) Has fewer than two thousand five hundred (2,500) miles on the 
odometer. 

(4) Notwithstanding any statute to the contrary, a vehicle meeting all of 
the criteria of a special event services vehicle pursuant to subdivision (d)(3) 
shall not be eligible to use a special purpose dealer plate. 

(5) The special event plate shall have the legend “TENN” at the top of the 
plate and shall have “Special Event” at the bottom of the plate. The legend 
shall contain the letters “SE” and five (5) numbers. The special event plates 
shall have a light blue background with black letters and numbers. 

(6) Any dealer who has a valid number assigned by the motor vehicle 
commission may make application to the department for one (1) or more 
special event plates and shall provide sufficient information as reasonably 
requested by the commissioner to show how many vehicles are suitable for 
special event services. The fee for such plate shall be more than one hundred 
fifty-two dollars and sixty-three cents ($152.63). No dealer shall be permit- 
ted to purchase more than one hundred (100) special event plates during a 
registration year. 

(e) The special purpose plates issued under this section shall expire on May 
31 of each year. The person to whom a special purpose plate is issued may 
apply to the registrar of motor vehicles, or the registrar’s deputy as provided by 
law, for renewal registration. Upon renewal, a decal will be issued for the 
ensuing registration year. Issuance of plates and decals will begin May 1 of 
each year, upon payment of the fee provided by law, and proof by the applicant 
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that the applicant is still engaged in business as a manufacturer, transporter, 
dealer, or vehicle preparation service. 

(f)(1) Registration plates issued under this subsection (f) may be issued only 
to manufacturers and dealers of boats or to persons or businesses that 
transport boats for hire. 

(2) A person may operate a boat trailer for hire without registering the 
boat trailer, if the boat trailer is operated solely for the purpose of delivery 
of a boat to a customer of a manufacturer or dealer of boats and the boat 
trailer displays a special purpose boat transport plate issued to the manu- 
facturer, dealer, person, or business as prescribed in this subsection (f). 

(3) The following are authorized to make, either in person or through a 
duly authorized agent, employee, or lessee, application to any county clerk 
within the state, upon appropriate forms for a certificate and for one (1) or 
more special purpose boat transport plates: 

(A) Any dealer or manufacturer of boats who hires individuals who own 
or operate boat trailers to deliver boats to the dealer’s or manufacturer’s 
customers; or 

(B) Any person or business that owns or operates boat trailers to deliver 
boats. 

(4) The boat transport plates must be of a different color than the auto 
dealer and special event plates issued in the state for the particular year in 
question and must have the legend “T'TENN” at the top of the plate and must 
have “boat transport” at the bottom of the plate. The legend must contain the 
letters “BD” and five (5) numbers. 

(5) The fee for the first plate is forty-seven dollars and thirty cents 
($47.30), and the fee for any plates in addition to the first plate is 
twenty-three dollars and sixty-five cents ($23.65) for each additional plate. 

(6) The county clerk, upon granting an application, shall issue to the 
applicant, upon the payment of the appropriate fee, a certificate containing 
the applicant’s name and address. 

(7) The special purpose boat transport plates issued under this subsection 
(f) expire on May 31 of each year, and a new plate or plates for the ensuing 
year may be obtained by the person to whom the expired plate or plates were 
issued upon application to the registrar of motor vehicles, or the registrar’s 
deputy as provided by law. Issuance of the plates begins May 1 of each year, 
upon payment of the fee provided by law, and proof by the applicant that the 
applicant is still engaged in business as a manufacturer or dealer of boats or 
as a person or business that transports boats for hire. 

(8) A business license shall not be required as proof that a person or 
business transports boats for hire. 

(g) The commissioner is authorized and empowered to promulgate rules and 


regulations for the administration of this section. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1068, § 1; 1999, ch. 98, §§ 12, 
18; 2001, ‘ch:(98,.8 11-2001; ‘chy 2335877; 2002; 
ch. 722,§ 1; 2002, ch. 856, §§ 8m, 8n; 2007, ch. 
484,§ 116; 2009, ch. 530, § 124; 2010, ch. 1151, 
852; ZOTS cht ATF, 8S) 2, SP2018, ci Tadeo; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-221; Acts 


2020, ch. 571, § 2; 2021, ch. 97, §§ 2, 3; 2021, 
ch. 218, § 4. 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment by ch. 97 substituted 
“dealers, and transporters of motor vehicles or 
boats” for “dealers and transporters of motor 
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vehicles” in (a); substituted “subsection (f) may 
be issued only to manufacturers and dealers of 
boats or to persons or businesses that transport 
boats for hire” for “subsection (f) may only be 
issued to manufacturers and dealers of boats as 
provided for in this subsection (f)” in (f)(1); 
deleted “upon any highway within this state” 
following “boat trailer for hire” in (f)(2); substi- 
tuted “boat transport plate issued to the manu- 
facturer, dealer, person, or business” for “boat 
dealer plate issued to the manufacturer or 
dealer” in (f)(2); rewrote (f)(3) which read “Any 
dealer or manufacturer of boats who hires in- 
dividuals who own or operate boat trailers to 
deliver boats to the dealer’s or manufacturer’s 
customers may make, either in person or 
through a duly authorized agent, employee, or 
lessee, application to any county clerk within 
the state, upon appropriate forms for a certifi- 
cate and for one (1) or more special purpose 
boat dealer plates.”; substituted “boat trans- 
port” for “boat dealer” twice in (f)(4) and (£)(7); 
deleted the last sentence of (f)(5) which read: “A 
dealer or manufacturer of boats shall not pur- 


55-4-228 


chase more than two hundred twenty-five (225) 
boat dealer plates during a twelve-month pe- 


.Triod.”; added “or as a person or business that 


transports boats for hire” at the end of (f)(7); 
and added (f)(8). 

The 2021 amendment by ch. 218 redesig- 
nated former (e)(1) as (e); rewrote present (e) 
which read: “(e)(1) Except as provided in sub- 
division (e)(2), the special purpose plates issued 
under this section shall expire on May 31 of 
each year, and a new plate or plates for the 
ensuing year may be obtained by the person to 
whom the expired plate or plates were issued 
upon application to the registrar of motor ve- 
hicles, or the registrar’s deputy as provided by 
law. Issuance of the plates shall begin May 1 of 
each year, upon payment of the fee provided by 
law, and proof by the applicant that the appli- 
cant is still engaged in business as a manufac- 
turer, transporter, dealer or vehicle preparation 
service.”; and deleted (e)(2). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 97, § 4. July 1, 2021. 
Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-228. Special purpose nonprofit organization plate. 


(a) Any nonprofit organization owning any vehicle that may be legally 
operated upon the streets or highways of this state with a regular vehicle 
registration may, through an authorized agent or employee, operate or move 
the vehicle upon any highway of the state without registering the vehicle, upon 
condition that the vehicle display a special purpose plate issued to that owner 
as prescribed in this section. 

(b) The special purpose nonprofit organization plate shall have the legend 
“TENN” at the top of the plate and shall have “nonprofit organization” at the 
bottom of the plate. The legend shall contain the letters “CVPT” and three (8) 
numbers. The special purpose nonprofit organization plate shall have a purple 
background and white letters and numbers. 

(c) Anonprofit organization may make application to the department for one 
(1) or more special purpose nonprofit organization plates and shall provide 
sufficient information as reasonably requested by the commissioner to show 
that the applicant is a nonprofit organization. The fee for each special purpose 
plate is forty-seven dollars and thirty cents ($47.30), and the fee for any plates 
in addition to the first plate is twenty-three dollars and sixty-five cents 
($23.65) for each additional plate. No nonprofit organization shall be permitted 
to purchase more than three (3) nonprofit organization plates each year. 

(d) Aspecial purpose nonprofit organization plate may be used in the place 
of a regular vehicle registration to operate or move the vehicle upon any 
highway of the state without registering such vehicle, solely for the following 
purposes: 

(1) To transport the vehicle between a prior or subsequent owner and the 
nonprofit organization; 

(2) To transport the vehicle between the nonprofit organization and a 
location where cleaning, repairing, or preparation is performed; or 
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(3) To test the vehicle within a twenty-mile radius of the location where 
the cleaning, repairing, or preparation is performed. 

(e) A special purpose nonprofit organization plate may be used solely for 
vehicles that were donated to the nonprofit organization with the intent that 
the vehicle be transferred to a subsequent owner. This section does not apply 
to vehicles used in a nonprofit organization’s daily operations. 

(f) The special purpose plates issued under this section shall expire on May 
31 of each year. The person to whom a special purpose plate is issued may 
apply to the department or any county clerk within the state for renewal 
registration. Upon renewal, a decal will be issued for the ensuing registration 
year. Issuance of plates and decals will begin May 1 of each year, upon payment 
of the fee provided by law, and proof by the applicant that the applicant 
continues to be a nonprofit organization. 

(g) For purposes of this section, “nonprofit organization” means an organi- 
zation that has received a determination of exemption from the internal 
revenue service under the Internal Revenue Code § 501(c)(3) (26 U.S.C. 
§ 501(c)(3)). 


History. 
Acts 2016, ch. 902, § 1; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; 
T.C.A. § 55-4-348; 2021, ch. 218, § 5. 


Amendments, 

The 2021 amendment rewrote (f) which read: 
“The special purpose plates issued under this 
section shall expire on May 31 of each year, and 
a new plate or plates for the ensuing year may 
be obtained by the person to whom the expired 


plate or plates were issued upon application to 
the department or any county clerk within the 
state. Issuance of the plates shall begin May 1 
of each year, upon payment of the fee provided 
by law, and proof by the applicant that the 
applicant continues to be a nonprofit organiza- 
tion.” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-229. Legislator Emeritus. 


(a) A member of the general assembly, or a former member of the general 
assembly, who is deemed by this section to have emeritus status after having 
served in the general assembly eight (8) or more years, upon complying with 
the title and registration law and upon payment of the regular license fee 
appropriate to the vehicle’s design or use as prescribed in this chapter, plus 
payment of the additional fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a 
registration plate as provided for in this part. 

(b) The design on the Legislator Emeritus special purpose license plates 
must be distinguishable from the special purpose license plates authorized by 
§ 55-4-220 for members or former members of the general assembly. Addition- 
ally, there must be two (2) different design options for eligible current or former 
members of the general assembly to indicate the member’s service in the 
senate or the house of representatives. A member who is eligible under 
subsection (a) and who served in each house of the general assembly may 
choose which plate to be issued. One (1) design must be an image of the state 
capitol on the left half of the plate with the plate bearing the legend “Senator 
Emeritus”. The other design must be an image of the state capitol on the left 
half of the plate with the plate bearing the legend “Representative Emeritus”. 

(c) The special purpose license plates shall be delivered to the several 
county clerks for issuance during each registration renewal period as provided 
in § 55-4-207, except that the registrar of motor vehicles may make direct 
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55-4-253 


issue of the plates to the members or former members upon proper application 
being made, if the plates can be prepared for direct issuance prior to March 1. 

(d) This section shall not be construed to mean that any member or former 
member shall be prevented from exchanging a regular type plate for one of 
special design in the course of a given registration year. 


History. 
Acts 2017, ch. 384, § 36; 2018, ch. 1023, 
§ 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-346; 2021, ch. 579, § 10. 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment in (b), substituted 
“must” for “shall” following “Legislator Emeri- 
tus special purpose license plates” in the first 


55-4-233. [Obsolete. | 


Compiler’s Notes. 


sentence, deleted the second sentence which 
read: “There shall be an image of the state 
capitol on the left half of the plate and the plate 


shall bear the legend ‘Legislator Emeritus’. 
and added the last four sentences. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


Gamma Society International new specialty 


In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-233 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 51) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the Delta Kappa 


earmarked plates in this section failed to meet 
the minimum requirements for issuance. 


55-4-253. Honorably discharged veterans. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state and 
who is an honorably discharged veteran of the United States armed forces, or 
a civilian veteran of the United States army corps of engineers, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the motor 
vehicle and the fee provided in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an honorably 
discharged veteran registration plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). A surviving spouse of such a deceased honorably discharged 
veteran, upon complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration 
and licensing of motor vehicles, upon paying the regular fee applicable to the 
vehicle and the fee prescribed by § 55-4-204, and upon providing a copy of the 
death certificate of the deceased honorably discharged veteran, shall be issued 
a registration plate pursuant to this section, until the surviving spouse 
remarries. 

(b) All applications pursuant to this section shall be accompanied by orders 
or a statement of discharge from the appropriate branch of the United States 
armed forces classifying the applicant as an honorably discharged veteran, or 
by orders or official documentation from the United States army corps of 
engineers classifying the applicant as a civilian veteran; provided, that, 
notwithstanding any law to the contrary, an honorably discharged veteran of 
the United States armed forces or a surviving spouse of an honorably 
discharged veteran of the United States armed forces shall be required to 
submit the required documentation only when initially applying for registra- 
tion plates under this section and subsequent registration plates under this 
section shall be issued to that person without the repeated presentation of the 
required documentation. This subsection (b) shall not apply in the case of an 
application by a surviving spouse in which the deceased honorably discharged 
veteran had been issued a license plate or license plates under this section. 
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(c)(1) The registration plates provided for in this section shall be designed in 
consultation with the commissioner of veterans services. 

(2) The design of registration plates that are issued pursuant to this 
section shall bear the name of the county of issue on the lower edge of the 
tag. 

(3) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans, the Ameri- 
can flag shall be in the center of the license plate. 

(4)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of Vietnam, the strip along the 

bottom of the license plate must read “Vietnam Veteran,” and the symbol 

on the left must be the Vietnam Service Medal. Award of the Vietnam 

Service Medal and proof of honorable service, or appropriate civilian 

documentation, is required for a veteran or civilian veteran to obtain the 

Vietnam Veteran plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 
served during the time that Vietnam occurred but who do not qualify for 
issuance of the Vietnam Veteran plate, the American flag shall be in the 
center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read “Vietnam Era Veteran.” Nothing in this subdivision 
(c)(4)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who served during 
Vietnam from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran 
plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 

(5)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of World War II, the strip along 

the bottom of the license plate shall read “WW II Veteran,” and the symbol 

on the left shall be the Honorable Service Lapel Pin, also known as the 
ruptured duck. Proof of honorable military or civilian service between 

December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, shall be required to obtain this 

plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 
served during the time that World War II occurred but who do not qualify 
for issuance of the World War II Veteran plate, the American flag shall be 
in the center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the 
license plate shall read “World War II Era Veteran.” Nothing in this 
subdivision (c)(5)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who served 
during World War II from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged 
veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). : 
(6)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of the Korean War, the strip 
along the bottom of the license plate must read “Korean War Veteran,” and 
the symbol on the left must be the Korean Service Medal. Award of the 
Korean Service Medal and proof of honorable service, or appropriate 
civilian documentation, is required for a veteran or civilian veteran to 
obtain the Korean War Veteran plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 
served during the time that the Korean War occurred but who do not 
qualify for issuance of the Korean War Veteran plate, the American flag 
shall be in the center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of 
the license plate shall read “Korean War Era Veteran.” Nothing in this 
subdivision (c)(6)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who served 
during the Korean War from requesting issuance of the honorably dis- 
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charged veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 

(7)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of Operation Desert Storm, the 
strip along the bottom of the license plate must read “Desert Storm 
Veteran,” and the symbol on the left must be the Southwest Asia Service 
Medal. Award of the Southwest Asia Service Medal and proof of honorable 
service, or appropriate civilian documentation, is required for a veteran or 
civilian veteran to obtain the Desert Storm Veteran plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 
served during the time that Operation Desert Storm occurred but who do 
not qualify for issuance of the Desert Storm Veteran plate, the American 
flag shall be in the center of the license plate and the strip along the 
bottom of the license plate shall read “Desert Storm Era Veteran.” Nothing 
in this subdivision (c)(7)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who 
served during Operation Desert Storm from requesting issuance of the 
honorably discharged veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 
(8)(A) For veterans and civilian veterans of the peacekeeping mission in 
Bosnia, the strip along the bottom of the license plate must read “Bosnia 
Veteran,” and the symbol on the left must be the NATO Medal for the 
former Yugoslavia. Award of the NATO Medal for the former Yugoslavia 
and proof of honorable service, or appropriate civilian documentation, is 
required for a veteran or civilian veteran to obtain the Bosnia Veteran 
plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans and civilian veterans who 

served during the time that the peacekeeping mission in Bosnia occurred 
but who do not qualify for issuance of the Bosnia Veteran plate, the 
American flag shall be in the center of the license plate and the strip along 
the bottom of the license plate shall read “Bosnia Era Veteran.” Nothing in 
this subdivision (c)(8)(B) prohibits any veteran or civilian veteran who 
served during the peacekeeping mission in Bosnia from requesting issu- 
ance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is authorized by 
subsection (a). 
(9)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
active members of the United States armed forces who served in Opera- 
tion Iraqi Freedom, the strip along the bottom of the license plate must 
read “Operation Iraqi Freedom,” and the symbol on the left must be the 
Iraq Campaign Medal. Award of the Iraq Campaign Medal and proof of 
honorable service or active service is required for a veteran or service 
member to obtain the Operation Iraqi Freedom plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during the time that 
Operation Iraqi Freedom occurred but who do not qualify for issuance of 
the Operation Iraqi Freedom plate, the American flag shall be in the 
center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read “Operation Iraqi Freedom Era.” Nothing in this subdivi- 
sion (c)(9)(B) prohibits any veteran who served during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran 
plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 

(10)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation Enduring Free- 
dom and active members of the United States armed forces who served in 
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Operation Enduring Freedom, the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate must read “Operation Enduring Freedom,” and the symbol on the 
left must be the Afghanistan Campaign Medal. Award of the Afghanistan 

Campaign Medal and proof of honorable service or active service is 

required for a veteran or service member to obtain the Operation Endur- 

ing Freedom plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during Operation 
Enduring Freedom but who do not qualify for issuance of the Operation 
Enduring Freedom plate, the American flag shall be in the center of the 
license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read 
“Operation Enduring Freedom Era.” Nothing in this subdivision (c)(10)(B) 
prohibits any veteran who served during Operation Enduring Freedom 
from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is 
authorized by subsection (a). 

(11)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation New Dawn and 

active members of the United States armed forces who served in Opera- 

tion New Dawn, the strip along the bottom of the license plate must read 

“Operation New Dawn,” and the symbol on the left must be the Iraq 

Campaign Medal. Award of the Iraq Campaign Medal and proof of 

honorable service or active service is required for a veteran or service 

member to obtain the Operation New Dawn plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during Operation 
New Dawn but who do not qualify for issuance of the Operation New Dawn 
Veteran plate, the American flag shall be in the center of the license plate 
and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read “Operation 
New Dawn Era.” Nothing in this subdivision (c)(11)(B) prohibits any 
veteran who served during Operation New Dawn from requesting issu- 
ance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is authorized by 
subsection (a). 

(12) For honorably discharged veterans who served during the period 
between the announcement of the Truman Doctrine on March 12, 1947, and 
the collapse of the Soviet Union on December 26, 1991, with this period being 
known as the Cold War, the American flag shall be in the center of the license 
plate and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read “Cold War 
Era Veteran.” Nothing in this subdivision (c)(12) prohibits any veteran who 
served during this period from requesting issuance of the honorably dis- 
charged veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a) or any other plate 
authorized by this subsection (c) for which the veteran qualifies. 

(13)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of the peacekeeping mission in 

Somalia occurring between December 5, 1992, and March 3, 1994, the 

strip along the bottom of the license plate must read “Somalia Veteran,” 

and the symbol on the left must be the Armed Forces Expeditionary 

Medal. Award of the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and proof of 

honorable service is required for a veteran to obtain the Somalia Veteran 

plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during the time that 
the peacekeeping mission in Somalia occurred but who do not qualify for 
issuance of the Somalia Veteran plate, the American flag shall be in the 
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center of the license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read “Somalia Era Veteran”. Nothing in this subdivision 
(c)(18)(B) prohibits any veteran who served during the peacekeeping 
mission in Somalia from requesting issuance of the honorably discharged 
veteran plate that is authorized by subsection (a). 

(14) For honorably discharged veterans and active members of the United 


States armed forces who served in South Korea after the signing of the 
Korean Armistice Agreement in support of the defense of the South Korean 
state and who qualify for the Korea Defense Service Medal, the strip along 
the bottom of the license plate shall read “Korean Defense Service”, and the 
plate shall include an identification legend distinctive to recipients of the 
Korea Defense Service Medal. The commissioner of veterans services shall 
set proof of service requirements for eligible veterans and military service 
members to obtain the plate. 


(15)(A) For honorably discharged veterans of Operation Inherent Resolve 
and active members of the United States armed forces who served in 
Operation Inherent Resolve, the strip along the bottom of the license plate 
must read “Operation Inherent Resolve,” and the symbol on the left must 
be the Inherent Resolve Campaign Medal. Award of the Inherent Resolve 
Campaign Medal and proof of honorable service or active service is 
required for a veteran or service member to obtain the Operation Inherent 
Resolve plate. 

(B) For honorably discharged veterans who served during Operation 
Inherent Resolve but who do not qualify for issuance of the Operation 
Inherent Resolve plate, the American flag shall be in the center of the 
license plate and the strip along the bottom of the license plate shall read 
“Operation Inherent Resolve Era”. Nothing in this subdivision (c)(15)(B) 
prohibits any veteran who served during Operation Inherent Resolve from 
requesting issuance of the honorably discharged veteran plate that is 
authorized by subsection (a). 


(d) The commissioner of revenue is authorized to promulgate rules and 


regulations to effectuate the purposes of this section. All rules and regulations 
shall be promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Proce- 
dures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. 


History. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2006, ch. 964, §§ 18, 
14; 2007, ch. 484, § 56; 2007, ch. 604, § 20; 
20 chy lols 21. 2012.00, TOL ee oly ad: 
2018, ch. 484, § 27; 2014, ch. 941, § 18; 2015, 
ch. 24, § 7; 2017, ch. 384, §8§ 45-50; 2018, ch. 
1023, §§ 39, 49; 2019, ch. 75, § 1; 2019, ch. 253, 
§§ 10, 15, 25; 2021, ch. 579, §§ 13-21. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 22 provided that the 
redesign of the license plates provided for in 
Sections 13 - 21 of the act, which amended this 
section, must be effectuated only upon the 
existing inventory of plates being utilized by 
the department of revenue. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment rewrote (c)(4)(A) which 


read: “(4)(A) For honorably discharged veterans 
and civilian veterans of Vietnam, the center 
emblem shall be the American flag. A Southeast 
Asia campaign medal or appropriate civilian 
documentation shall have been awarded in or- 
der to obtain the Vietnam Veteran plate.”; re- 
wrote (c)(6)(A) which read: “(A) For veterans 
and civilian veterans of the Korean War, the 
strip along the bottom of the license plate shall 
read ‘Korean War Veteran, and the symbol on 
the left shall be the American flag. A Korean 
Service Medal shall have been awarded for an 
honorably discharged veteran, or appropriate 
civilian documentation, to obtain this plate.”; 
rewrote (7)(A) which read: “For veterans and 
civilian veterans of Operation Desert Storm, 
the strip along the bottom of the license plate 
shall read ‘Desert Storm Veteran,’ and the sym- 
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bol on the left shall be the American flag. Award 
of the Southwest Asia Service Medal and proof 
of honorable service, or appropriate civilian 
documentation, shall be required for a veteran 
or civilian veteran to obtain this plate.”; re- 
wrote (8)(A) which read: “For veterans and 
civilian veterans of the peacekeeping mission in 
Bosnia, the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read ‘Bosnia Veteran’, and the sym- 
bol on the left shall be the American flag. Proof 
of honorable service, or appropriate civilian 
documentation, shall be required for a veteran 
or civilian veteran to obtain this plate.”; re- 
wrote (c)(9)(A) which read: “(9) (A) For honor- 
ably discharged veterans of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and active members of the United 
States armed forces who served in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, the strip along the bottom of the 
license plate shall read ‘Operation Iraqi Free- 
dom,’ and the symbol on the left shall be the 
American flag, below which shall appear the 
word ‘VETERAN’ in letters of an appropriate 
size. The commissioner of veterans services 
shall also set proof of service requirements for 
veterans who served in Operation Iraqi Free- 
dom to obtain the plate.”; rewrote (c)(10)(A) 
which read: “(10) (A) For honorably discharged 
veterans of Operation Enduring Freedom and 
active members of the United States armed 
forces who served in Operation Enduring Free- 
dom, the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read ‘Operation Enduring Freedom,’ 
and the symbol on the left shall be the Ameri- 
can flag, below which shall appear the word 
‘VETERAN’ in letters of an appropriate size. 
The commissioner of veterans services shall 
also set proof of service requirements for veter- 
ans who have served in Operation Enduring 
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Freedom to obtain the plate.”; rewrote 
(c)(11)(A) which read: “(11) (A) For honorably 
discharged veterans of Operation New Dawn 
and active members of the United States armed 
forces who served in Operation New Dawn, the 
strip along the bottom of the license plate shall 
read ‘Operation New Dawn,’ and the symbol on 
the left shall be the American flag, below which 
shall appear the word ‘VETERAN’ in letters of 
an appropriate size. The commissioner of vet- 
erans services shall also set proof of service 
requirements for veterans who have served in 
Operation New Dawn to obtain the plate.”; 
rewrote (c)(13)(A) which read: “(13) (A) For 
honorably discharged veterans of the peace- 
keeping mission in Somalia occurring between 
December 5, 1992 and March 8, 1994, the plate 
shall be designed by the commissioner of veter- 
ans services in consultation with the commis- 
sioner of revenue. The commissioner of veter- 
ans services shall also set proof of service 
requirements for honorably discharged veter- 
ans to obtain this plate.”; and rewrote (c)(15)(A) 
which read: “(15) (A) For honorably discharged 
veterans of Operation Inherent Resolve and 
active members of the United States armed 
forces who served in Operation Inherent Re- 
solve, the strip along the bottom of the license 
plate shall read ‘Operation Inherent Resolve’ 
and the symbol on the left shall be the Ameri- 
can flag, below which shall appear the word 
‘VETERAN’ in letters of an appropriate size. 
The commissioner of veterans services shall 
also set proof of service requirements for veter- 
ans who have served in Operation Inherent 
Resolve to obtain the plate.” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-255. National guard members. 


(a) Special purpose and distinctive license plates are authorized for active, 
retired and honorably discharged members of the Tennessee national guard in 
good standing. The plates are approved for display on motor vehicles autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c) that are owned and operated or leased by a member or 
member’s spouse. A surviving spouse of a national guard member, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the vehicle and 
a revenue-neutral fee equal to the cost of producing the special purpose plate, 
may apply for issuance of a national guard registration plate pursuant to this 
section, which shall be valid until the surviving spouse remarries. 

(b) The commissioner shall, with the advice of the adjutant general and the 
department’s vehicle services division director, select an appropriate format for 
the special purpose plates to include an identification legend which is distinc- 
tive to their use and which complies with general registration requirements for 
vehicles licensed in this state. Additionally, the commissioner shall specify the 
date by which the adjutant general shall furnish the estimate of the necessary 
number of plates to be manufactured for use in a given registration year, and 
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shall prescribe the time and manner in which the adjutant general shall 
furnish lists of national guard members. The lists shall be suitable to the needs 
of the department and county clerks and shall comply with the requirements 
of the law for registering vehicles. 

(c) Chapters 1-6 of this title relating to titling and registering motor vehicles 
shall apply with respect to the issuance and use of these special purpose plates, 
except as otherwise provided in this section. 

(d)(1) The fees imposed for registrations using the special purpose plates 

shall be as follows: 

(A) For enlisted national guard members there shall be no tax (fee) for 
registering the first vehicle and the regular license fee shall be collected 
for any additional vehicles; 

(B) For national guard officers the tax (fee) shall be the regular license 
fee for each vehicle; 

(C) For national guard retirees, the initial issuance of a special purpose 
plate and renewals shall be made upon payment of the regular registra- 
tion fee applicable to the vehicle and a fee equal to the cost of producing 
the special purpose plate; provided, that the issuance of the plates shall be 
revenue neutral; and 

(D) For honorably discharged national guard members, the initial 
issuance of a special purpose plate and renewals shall be made upon 
payment of the regular registration fee applicable to the vehicle and a fee 
equal to the cost of producing the special purpose plate; provided, however, 
that the issuance of the plates shall be revenue neutral. 

(2) The county clerk in effecting registrations through the use of these 
special purpose plates shall collect other fees that have application for all 
registrations, such as service charges provided in § 55-6-104 and reassign- 
ment fees when applicable. 

(e) If a holder of a special purpose plate is discharged from the national 
guard prior to the expiration of the registration under which the plate was 
issued, the special purpose plate may remain valid for display on the vehicle 
until the expiration date of the registration, unless it was issued under the tax- 
exempt allowance. All plates that are issued under the tax-exempt allowance 
shall be surrendered to the national guard when the holders of the plates are 
discharged from service. 

(f) This authority for the use of special purpose license plates is not intended 
to allow the holders of the special purpose license plate to operate vehicles on 
which they are displayed in violation of state or local laws or ordinances which 
govern and relate to the use of motor vehicles. 

(g) All applications from retired national guard members shall contain 
information as the commissioner shall require to prove eligibility for issuance 
of a license plate. Eligibility for a special purpose registration plate for national 
guard retirees shall be determined by the department, in consultation with the 
appropriate information on an applicant’s current and valid armed forces of 
Tennessee identification card, citing that the request is submitted by a retired 
member of the Tennessee national guard. 

(h) All applications from honorably discharged national guard members 
shall contain such information as the commissioner shall require to prove 
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eligibility for issuance of a license plate. Eligibility for a special purpose 
registration plate for honorably discharged national guard members shall be 
determined by the department, in consultation with the appropriate informa- 
tion on an applicant’s current and valid armed forces of Tennessee identifica- 
tion card, citing that the request is submitted by an honorably discharged 
member of the Tennessee national guard. 

(i) An application by a surviving spouse for a national guard license plate 
shall be accompanied by such information as the commissioner shall require to 
prove the member’s eligibility for issuance of the license plate, to include a 
department of defense form 214 (DD 214) or an NGB form 22, showing 
adequate proof of service, and a copy of the relevant marriage certificate and 
death certificate, as further evidence of a surviving spouse’s eligibility. 


History. following “adjutant general and the depart- 
Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2003, ch. 280, ment’s” in the first sentence of (b). 

§§ 1-3; 2007, ch. 484, § 50; 2018, ch. 691, 8§ 1, 

2. 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-228; Effective Dates. 

2021, ch. 218, § 6. Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. April 22, 2021. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment deleted “taxpayer and” 


55-4-257. Holders of the Purple Heart. 


(a) A holder of the Purple Heart shall be issued a special memorial 
registration plate upon request, upon complying with the title and registration 
law. 

(b) The special plates provided for in this section shall be issued in 
conformity with § 55-4-203, shall include an identification legend distinctive 
to the holders of the Purple Heart, and be designed by the commissioner in 
consultation with the department’s vehicle services director. The legend shall 
read “Purple Heart Veteran, Combat Wounded.” The registration number of 
the special plate shall include the letters “PH” and a unique identifying 
number, whereby the total characters do not exceed the sum of seven (7). 

(c) Eligibility for the special memorial registration plate shall be deter- 
mined by the department in consultation with the appropriate information on 
the DD214 form, or in a case of military service predating 1950, in consultation 
with appropriate information on the equivalent form or on other official 
documentation, citing that the request is submitted by a holder of the Purple 
Heart. 

(d) Persons eligible for such special memorial registration plates shall be 
eligible to apply for plates on a vehicle owned or leased by the person or owned 
or leased by a company and furnished to the person; provided, that all 
appropriate fees, including the supplemental twenty-five-dollar special fee, if 
still applicable to this category of plates, shall be paid. Special memorial 
registration plates for holders of the Purple Heart that are issued or renewed 
on or after July 1, 2007, shall not be subject to the twenty-five-dollar special 
fee, but shall be free of charge pursuant to § 55-4-204(b), except as provided in 
subdivision (e)(2). 

(e)(1) A disabled veteran who is entitled to be issued a special memorial 

registration plate, free of charge, pursuant to § 55-4-256, may elect in the 
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alternative for the issuance of one (1) special memorial registration plate for 
holders of the Purple Heart, free of charge, for one (1) motor vehicle or one 
(1) recreational vehicle owned or leased by that disabled veteran; provided, 
that a disabled veteran shall meet the requirements of subsection (c) in order 
to be eligible for the issuance of a special memorial registration plate for 
holders of the Purple Heart. 

(2) One (1) additional plate may be obtained by any eligible disabled 
veteran upon payment of the regular registration fee for plates, as pre- 
scribed under § 55-4-111, and payment of one-half (4) of the fee provided for 
in§ 55-4-204(c)(1). Additional plates may be obtained by any person entitled 
to receive the holders of the Purple Heart registration plate upon payment 
of the regular registration fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). 

(f)(1) Upon the death of the spouse who was entitled to receive a holder of the 
Purple Heart registration plate, the surviving spouse shall be entitled to 
receive a Purple Heart registration plate for any motor vehicle or recre- 
ational vehicle owned or leased by the surviving spouse. The application 
shall be accompanied by a copy of the death certificate. To be entitled to the 
plate, the surviving spouse shall pay the regular registration fee for plates, 
as prescribed under § 55-4-111, and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204(c)(1). 

(2) Plates issued to, or renewed by, surviving spouses under this section as 
it existed prior to May 19, 2014, shall not be subject to the regular 
registration fee or the cost of producing the plate, and shall be free of charge. 


History. Amendments. 

Acts 1998, ch. 1063, § 1; 2007, ch. 484, § 54; The 2021 amendment deleted “taxpayer and” 
2007, ch. 604, §§ 45, 46; 2008, ch. 1165, § 47; following “consultation with the department’s” 
2010, ch. 1151, § i ZOLL, ch. 491, § 18; 2014, in the first sentence of (b). 


ch. 966, §§ 16, 17; 2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. April 22, 2021. 
§ 55-4-239; 2021, ch. 218, § 7. 


55-4-265. Blue Star family. 


(a) The department shall issue to each eligible person in the state whose 
spouse, parent, sibling or child is serving in the armed forces of the United 
States at the time of application, a blue star family military license plate for a 
motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c), upon the applicant complying with 
state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles 
and upon paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and the fee 
provided in § 55-4-204. 

(b) The Blue Star family plate shall include an identification legend distinc- 
tive to Blue Star families. The legend shall read “Blue Star Family.” The 
registration number of the plate shall include the letters ‘FM’ and a unique 
identifying number. 

(c) Eligibility for Blue Star family plates shall be determined by the 
department by consulting appropriate documentation from the department of 
veterans services. 

(d) Additional license plates may be obtained by any eligible person upon 
payment of the regular license fee for plates, as prescribed under § 55-4-111, 
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plus the payment of a fee equal to the cost of actually producing the plate 
pursuant to § 55-4-204(c). 


History. tence of (b) which read: “The registration num- 
Acts 2010, ch. 1151, § 11; 2015, ch. 24,$ 7; ber of the plate shall include the letters ’BS’ 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-330; 2021, and a unique identifying number.” 


ch. 579, § 62. 
Effective Dates. 


Amendments. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
The 2021 amendment rewrote the last sen- 


55-4-278. Army Ranger. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, who 
is an active, retired, or honorably discharged member of a United States army 
ranger unit or who is a graduate of the United States army ranger school, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a United States army ranger 
license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) All applications pursuant to this section must be accompanied by 
military orders or other official documentation proving the applicant’s eligibil- 
ity for issuance of a license plate pursuant to this section, to include: 

(1) Military orders detailing a current or past assignment to a United 
States army ranger unit; 

(2) Military orders awarding the ranger tab authorized by the United 
States army to the applicant; 

(3) The applicant’s certificate of release or discharge from active duty, 
department of defense form 214 (DD 214), or report of separation and record 
of service, NGB form 22, indicating the awarding of the ranger tab; or 

(4) The diploma issued to the applicant from the United States army 
ranger school, as proof of eligibility for issuance of a license plate pursuant 
to this section. 

(c) In addition to providing the documentation required under subsection 
(b): 

(1) An active duty member of the military must present a valid military - 
identification card or such other document as the commissioner designates 
as sufficient proof that the applicant is an active duty member of the 
military; or 

(2) A retired or honorably discharged member of the military must 
present: 

(A) A certified copy of the member’s certificate of release or discharge 
from active duty, department of defense form 214 (DD 214), honorable 
discharge certificate, department of defense form 256 (DD 256), or report 
of separation and record of service, NGB form 22, that indicates an 
honorable discharge characterization; 

(B) A valid DD form 2 (Retired) military identification card; or 

(C) A Tennessee driver license that indicates military service in accor- 
dance with § 55-50-354. 

(d) The license plates are to feature a likeness of the ranger tab authorized 
by the United States army and bear the legend “U.S. Army Ranger.” 
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(e) An applicant shall be required to submit the documentation required by 
subsections (b) and (c) only when initially applying for license plates under this 
section. Subsequent license plates under this section shall be issued to that 
person without the repeated presentation of documentation. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 33. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


PART 3 
SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES — CONTINUED 


55-4-307. Fish and wildlife species. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a fish and wildlife 
species new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The funds derived from the sale of the fish and wildlife species new 
specialty earmarked license plates, less the expense the state has incurred in 
designing and manufacturing the plates, shall be deposited in the wildlife 
resources fund established in § 70-1-401, to be used exclusively for manage- 
ment, protection, propagation and conservation of fish and wildlife species and 
the protection and enhancement of the species’ habitats. 

(c) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall be 
designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee wildlife 
resources agency, the director of the department’s vehicle services division and 
the commissioner. 


9,99 


History. following “the director of the department’s” in 
Acts 1998, ch. 1120, § 3; 2007, ch. 484, § 62; (ec). 


2018, ch. 1028, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-281; 2021, : 
ch. 218, § 8. Effective Dates. 


Acts 2021, ch. 218, § 9. April 22, 2021. 
Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment deleted “taxpayer and” 


55-4-313. Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Friends of Shelby Park and 
Bottoms new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of Shelby Park and Bottoms 
and East Nashville and bear the language “East Nashville” at the bottom of the 
plate. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a representative of the 
Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms, Inc. 
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(c) The funds produced from the sale of Friends of Shelby Park and Bottoms 
new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the Friends of 
Shelby Park and Bottoms, Inc., in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall 
be used exclusively to support the organization’s efforts to maintain park 
features, promote educational programs, support recreational activities, en- 
gage visitors, and undertake revitalization efforts within the urban park 
system. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(g)(1), the Friends of Shelby Park and 
Bottoms new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this 
section has until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(g)(1). 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 5; 2020, ch. 660, § 46; Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
2021, ch. 579,85, 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment substituted “July 1, 
2022” for "July 1, 2021” in (d). 


55-4-319. Wilson County The Place to Be. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Wilson County The Place 
to Be new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must be 
designed in consultation with a representative from the county government of 
Wilson County. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Wilson County The Place to Be 
new specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to Wilson Rides, Inc., 
in accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively in this state for ride 
scheduling and volunteer scheduling services. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 59. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-320. Honor the Fallen. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Honor the Fallen new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Memories of Honor. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Honor the Fallen new specialty 
earmarked license plates must be allocated to Memories of Honor in accor- 
dance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively in this state to 
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support the organization’s mission to honor fallen military and the families left 
behind through athletics, entertainment, and special events to help provide a 
healthy and active outlet for depression, grief, post-traumatic stress disorder, 
and survivor’s remorse. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 56. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-328. Sheriff's and Police Activities League of Memphis and 
Shelby County. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Sheriffs and Police 
Activities League of Memphis and Shelby County new specialty earmarked 
license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain an appropriate design representative of Memphis Shelby Sheriffs and 
Police Activities League of Memphis and Shelby County, TN. The plates must 
be designed in consultation with a representative from Memphis Shelby 
Sheriffs and Police Activities League of Memphis and Shelby County, TN. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Sheriff’s and Police Activities 
League of Memphis and Shelby County specialty earmarked license plates 
must be allocated to Memphis Shelby Sheriffs and Police Activities League of 
Memphis and Shelby County, TN in accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used for 
funding the development and construction of a multi-purpose youth develop- 
ment park in the Frayser neighborhood. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Aets,2021, ch: 579,.§- 7. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-331. Chattanooga. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Chattanooga new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain an appropriate design representative of tourism or the City of 
Chattanooga. The plates must be designed in consultation with a representa- 
tive of the Chattanooga Tourism Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Chattanooga new specialty 
earmarked license plates must be allocated to the Chattanooga Tourism 
Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used to support and promote 
tourism-related activities, events, and projects, to enhance the image, culture, 
and the economic and social prosperity of Hamilton County, Tennessee, and the 
surrounding area, and to pursue and support charitable activities. 
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History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 24. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-332. The Volunteer State. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a The Volunteer State new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of the Rocky Mount 
Historical Association. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of The Volunteer State new specialty 
earmarked license plates must be allocated to the Rocky Mount Historical 
Association in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively 
to provide educational and community outreach programs focused upon the 
history of the Rocky Mount State Historic site and the customs, values, and 
practices of the early settlers of Tennessee. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 54. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-333. Chattanooga Football Club. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Chattanooga Football Club 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain an appropriate logo or design representative of Chattanooga Football 
Club. The plates must be designed in consultation with a representative from 
the Chattanooga FC Foundation. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Chattanooga Football Club new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to the Chattanooga FC 
Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively in this state 
to enrich the lives of children and families in Chattanooga found in economi- 
cally or culturally challenged neighborhoods, to build a strong community and 
healthy lifestyles through partnerships with local churches, schools, and 
recreation centers, and to support after-school and summer soccer programs 
that seek to develop creativity, discipline, social skills, and team building. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 26. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
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55-4-344. CASA. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a CASA new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of CASA of the 
Tennessee Valley. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the CASA new specialty earmarked 
license plates must be allocated to CASA of the Tennessee Valley in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively to support the organiza- 
tion’s court appointed special advocates (CASA) mission to recruit, train, and 
supervise volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected children within the 
court system. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 30. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-345. Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 


(a) Owners or lessees of motor vehicles who are residents of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Niswonger Children’s 
Hospital new specialty earmarked plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section shall 
contain a logo or other design representative of the mission of Niswonger 
Children’s Hospital. The plates shall be designed in consultation with the 
administration and governing body of Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 

(c) Funds produced from the sale of Niswonger Children’s Hospital new 
specialty earmarked plates shall be allocated to the Mountain States Health 
Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used for the sole 
purpose of developing and expanding Niswonger Children’s Hospital, the 
Tri-Cities region’s only children’s hospital. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any person issued a 

Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty ear- 

marked plate authorized and issued pursuant to the former provisions of 

this section prior to July 1, 2009, shall be entitled to retain the license plate 
for vehicular use upon compliance with all motor vehicle laws relating to 
registration and licensing of motor vehicles and payment of all required fees. 

(2) Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty 
earmarked plates shall be included in any calculations for issuance and 
continuation of issuance of Niswonger Children’s Hospital new specialty 
earmarked plates authorized pursuant to this section. 

(3) No Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty 
earmarked plate shall be required to be replaced with any redesigned license 
plate issued pursuant to this section until such time as the next regular 
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replacement of the previously issued plate is scheduled; provided, that any 
person previously issued a Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical 
Center new specialty earmarked plate may request a redesigned Niswonger 
Children’s Hospital new specialty earmarked plate, if issued, at the time of 
their next regular renewal. 

(4) If Niswonger Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new 
specialty earmarked plates are subsequently deemed obsolete pursuant to 
any provision of § 55-4-202(¢)(1), such determination shall also apply to all 
Children’s Hospital at Johnson City Medical Center new specialty ear- 
marked plates previously issued. 

(e) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(¢)(1), the Niswonger Children’s Hospital 
new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section 
shall have until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(¢g)(1). 


History. 

Acts 2004, ch. 791, § 2; 2009, ch. 589, § 31; 
2012, ch. 1104, § 1; 2013, ch. 484, § 34; 2014, 
ch. 941; § 17; 2015, ch) 383, $° 35; 2017; ch. 359, 
§ 5; 2017, ch. 384, § 52; 2018, ch. 1023, §§ 43, 
49; T.C.A. § 55-4-313; Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 46; 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment substituted “July 1, 
2022” for “July 1, 2021” in (e). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


2020, ch. 660, § 47; 2021, ch. 579, § 46. 


55-4-349. “Driving To A Cure” (Pink Ribbon). 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a “Driving To A Cure” new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates shall include the phrase 
“Driving To A Cure” in an appropriate design. The plates shall also include a 
pictorial representation of the universally recognized symbol for breast cancer 
awareness, the pink ribbon. The plates must be designed in consultation with 
a representative of the department of health. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked license 
plates must be allocated to the department of health in accordance with 
§ 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively for breast screening, preven- 
tion, and diagnostic services. 


History. 

Acts 2007, ch. 604, § 8; 2017, ch. 359, § 4; 
2018, ch. 1023, § 49; T.C.A. § 55-4-234; 2021, 
ch. 579, §§ 51, 52. 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment added the last sen- 
tence of (b); and rewrote (c) which read: “(c) The 
funds produced from the sale of the new spe- 


cialty earmarked license plates must be allo- 
cated to the department of health in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclu- 
sively for breast screening, prevention, and 
diagnostic services.” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
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55-4-353. Nashville Cares. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Nashville Cares new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must be 
designed in consultation with a representative from Nashville Cares. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Nashville Cares new specialty 
earmarked license plates must be allocated to Nashville Cares in accordance 
with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively in this state to support the organiza- 
tion’s programs and services to fight to eradicate HIV/AIDS in Middle 
Tennessee and support those persons and families impacted by the disease. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 61. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-356. Dyslexia Awareness. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Dyslexia Awareness new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of the Tennessee 
Branch of the International Dyslexia Association. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Dyslexia Awareness new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to the Tennessee Branch 
of the International Dyslexia Association in accordance with § 55-4-301. The 
funds must be used exclusively to provide advocacy, parent and teacher 
training, and professional development to schools. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 45. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-357. Cystic Fibrosis Awareness. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Cystic Fibrosis Awareness 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Cure For Our 
Friends. 
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(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Cystic Fibrosis Awareness new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to Cure For Our Friends, 
in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used for cystic fibrosis 
awareness programs in this state and to support the organization’s mission to 
support individuals and families in Tennessee who are affected by cystic 
fibrosis. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 48. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-358. The Equity Alliance. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a The Equity Alliance new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain an appropriate logo or design representative of The Equity Alliance. 
The plates must be designed in consultation with a representative from The 
Equity Alliance. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked license 
plates must be allocated to The Equity Alliance in accordance with § 55-4-301, 
to be used exclusively in this state to equip Tennesseans with tools and 
strategies to engage in the civic process and empower them to take action on 
issues affecting their daily lives through civic engagement, voter registration, 
voter education, and other related programs. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 12. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-359. The Compassionate Friends. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a The Compassionate 
Friends new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized 
by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain an appropriate logo or design representative of The Compassionate 
Friends, Inc. The plates must be designed in consultation with a representa- 
tive from The Compassionate Friends, Inc. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of The Compassionate Friends new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to The Compassionate 
Friends, Inc., in accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively in this 
state to support bereaved families following the death of a child. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 4. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
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55-4-360. I RECYCLE. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an I RECYCLE new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be designed in consultation with a representative of Project 2000, Inc., 
and contain the language “I RECYCLE”. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of I RECYCLE new specialty ear- 
marked license plates shall be allocated to Project 2000, Inc., in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively in this state to support 
the organization’s mission of providing assistance to communities to encourage 
and assist in recycling efforts. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(k)(1), the I RECYCLE new specialty ear- 
marked license plate authorized pursuant to this section has until July 1, 
2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
202(k)(1). 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 7; 2021, ch. 579, § 37. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
Amendments. 


The 2021 amendment added (d). 


55-4-362. Hampton University. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Hampton University new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain the colors and logo of Hampton University and must include any other 
appropriate design representative of the university. The plates must be 
designed in consultation with a representative from the Chattanooga chapter 
of the National Hampton Alumni Association (NHAA), Inc. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Hampton University new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to the National Hampton 
Alumni Association, Inc., in accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively 
for funding scholarships for students from Tennessee. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 2. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
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55-4-363. The Ohio State University. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a The Ohio State University 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
bear the official colors and logo of The Ohio State University and include the 
language “OHIO STATE” in an appropriate design. The design of the plates 
must be approved by The Ohio State University prior to production, and must 
afford the trademark protection as The Ohio State University may require as 
otherwise permitted by law. All uses of the colors and logo of The Ohio State 
University inure to the benefit of The Ohio State University. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the The Ohio State University new | 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to the Ohio State Club of 
Middle Tennessee in accordance with § 55-4-301, to be used exclusively for 


funding scholarships for students from Tennessee. 


History. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 28. 


55-4-367. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-367 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 5) was deleted as obsolete 
and invalid in 2021 since the University of 


55-4-368. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(¢), former § 55-4-368 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 9) was deleted as obsolete 
and invalid in 2021 since the University of 


55-4-369. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-369 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 11) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the West Virginia 


55-4-372. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g¢), former § 55-4-369 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 13) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the ALS Aware- 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


Miami new specialty earmarked plates in this 
section failed to meet the minimum require- 
ments for issuance. 


Texas new specialty earmarked plates in this 
section failed to meet the minimum require- 
ments for issuance. 


University new specialty earmarked plates in 
this section failed to meet the minimum re- 
quirements for issuance. 


ness new specialty earmarked plates in this 
section failed to meet the minimum require- 
ments for issuance. 
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55-4-373. [Obsolete.] 


“Foundation new specialty earmarked plates in 
this section failed to meet the minimum re- 
quirements for issuance. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-373 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 15) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the Make-A-Wish 


55-4-374. African American Breast Cancer Awareness. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an African American Breast 
Cancer Awareness new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle 
authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Alliance House 
Community Coalition. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of African American Breast Cancer 
Awareness new specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to 
Alliance House Community Coalition in accordance with § 55-4-301. Such 
funds must be used to support the organization’s mission to provide mammo- 
grams, breast cancer diagnostic services, breast cancer education, and other 
breast cancer awareness services to help meet the needs of African-American 
women in this state. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(k)(1), the African American Breast Cancer 
Awareness new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this 
section has until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(k)(1). 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 19; 2021, ch. 579, § 66. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
Amendments. 


The 2021 amendment added (d). 


55-4-375. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(g¢), former § 55-4-375 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 35) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the Childhood 


55-4-376. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(¢), former § 55-4-376 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 21) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the Loyal Order 


Cancer Awareness new specialty earmarked 
plates in this section failed to meet the mini- 
mum requirements for issuance. 


of Moose new specialty earmarked plates in 
this section failed to meet the minimum re- 
quirements for issuance. 


55-4-377 
55-4-377. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-377 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 23) was deleted as obso- 
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House new specialty earmarked plates in this 
section failed to meet the minimum require- 
ments for issuance. 


lete and invalid in 2021, since the Isaiah 117 


55-4-378. [Obsolete.] 


Humanity new specialty earmarked plates in 
this section failed to meet the minimum re- 
quirements for issuance. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(¢), former § 55-4-378 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 25) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the Habitat for 


55-4-379. Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tennessee Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be of an appropriate design representative of the Tennessee Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. The plates shall be designed in consultation with a 
representative of the Tennessee Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Tennessee Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
Tennessee Association of Business Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. 
The funds shall be used in this state to assist the organization in carrying out 
its mission of business promotion and service to the community. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(k)(1), the Tennessee Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to 
this section has until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 
requirements of § 55-4-202(k)(1). 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 27; 2021, ch. 579, § 34. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
Amendments. 


The 2021 amendment added (d). 


55-4-380. Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD) new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor 
vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall contain the logo of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and shall be 
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designed in consultation with the executive director of the Tennessee chapter 
of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) new specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to the 
Tennessee chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used in furtherance of the organization’s 
mission to protect families from drivers under the influence of alcohol, drugs, 
and other controlled substances, and from underage drinking. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(k)(1), the Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this 
section has until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance 


requirements of § 55-4-202(k)(1). 
History. 

Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 29; 2021, ch. 579, § 385. 
Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment added (d). 


55-4-381. [Obsolete.| 


Compiler’s Notes. 

In view of § 55-4-202(¢), former § 55-4-381 
(Acts 2019, ch. 253, § 49; 2020, ch. 780, § 2) 
was deleted as obsolete and invalid in 2021 


55-4-382. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-382 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


since the The Center for Living and Learning, 
Inc new specialty earmarked plates in this 
section failed to meet the minimum require- 
ments for issuance. 


County School System new specialty ear- 
marked plates in this section failed to meet the 


(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 31) was deleted as obso- 
lete and invalid in 2021 since the Greene 


minimum requirements for issuance. 


55-4-383. Service Dogs Changing Lives. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Service Dogs Changing 
Lives new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
shall be designed in consultation with a representative of Retrieving Indepen- 
dence. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Service Dogs Changing Lives new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Retrieving Indepen- 
dence in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds shall be used exclusively to 
support the organization’s mission to breed, train, and place service dogs with 
people who are living with physical, mental, or emotional disabilities. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(k)(1), the Service Dogs Changing Lives 
new specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section has 
until July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-202(k)(1). 
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History. Effective Dates. 

Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 33; 2021, ch. 579, § 65. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
Amendments. 


The 2021 amendment added (d). 


55-4-384. Enjoy the Ride. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles, and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle 
and the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued an Enjoy the Ride new 
specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4- 
210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with the director of Concerned Motorcyclists 
of Tennessee/American Bikers Active Towards Education (“C.M.T/A.B.A.T.E., 
Inc.”). 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of the Enjoy the Ride new specialty 
earmarked license plates must be allocated to C.M.T/A.B.A.T.E., Inc., in 
accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used in furtherance of the 
organization’s mission for continued public safety and education on motorcycle 
awareness. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(k)(1), the Enjoy the Ride new specialty 
earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section has until July 1, 


2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance requirements of § 55-4- 
202(k)(1). 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 37; 2021, ch. 579, § 57. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
Amendments. 


The 2021 amendment added (d). 


55-4-385. [Obsolete.] 


Compiler’s Notes. 
In view of § 55-4-202(¢), former § 55-4-385 
(Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 39) was deleted as obso- 


borne Screaming Eagle new specialty ear- 
marked plates in this section failed to meet the 
minimum requirements for issuance. 


lete and invalid in 2021 since the 101st Air- 


55-4-386. Big Brothers Big Sisters. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Big Brothers Big Sisters 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be of an appropriate design representative of Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
The plates must be designed in consultation with a representative of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Tennessee Alliance. 
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(c) The funds produced from the sale of Big Brothers Big Sisters new 
specialty earmarked license plates shall be allocated to Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Tennessee Alliance in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be 
used exclusively for mentoring programs and services. 

(d) Notwithstanding § 55-4-202(k)(1), the Big Brothers Big Sisters new 
specialty earmarked license plate authorized pursuant to this section has until 


July 1, 2022, to meet the applicable minimum issuance requirements of 
§ 55-4-202(k)(1). 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2020, ch. 660, § 42; 2021, ch. 579, § 36. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 
Amendments. 


The 2021 amendment added (d). 


55-4-387. [Obsolete.| 


Compiler’s Notes. Suffrage Centennial new specialty earmarked 
In view of § 55-4-202(g), former § 55-4-387 plates in this section failed to meet the mini- 

(Acts 2020, chy 660, § 49) was deleted as obso- mum requirements for issuance. 

lete and invalid in 2021 since the Women’s 


55-4-388. Service Dogs. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Service Dogs new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Smoky Mountain 
Service Dogs. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Service Dogs new specialty ear- 
marked license plates must be allocated to Smoky Mountain Service Dogs in 
accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively to support the 
organization’s mission to enhance the physical and psychological quality of life 
for wounded veterans by providing trained service dogs to disabled veterans. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 64. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-389. Millennial Debt Foundation. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Millennial Debt Founda- 
tion new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked plates provided for in this section must 
contain an appropriate design representative of the Millennial Debt Founda- 
tion. The plates must be designed in consultation with a representative of the 
Millennial Debt Foundation. 
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(c) The funds produced from the sale of the new specialty earmarked license 
plates must be allocated to the Millennial Debt Foundation in accordance with 
§ 55-4-301, to be used for educating the public on the need for fiscal 
stewardship in government. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 9. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-390. Drive Electric Tennessee. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Drive Electric Tennessee 
new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by 
§ 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Kast Tennessee 
Clean Fuels Coalition. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Drive Electric Tennessee new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to East Tennessee Clean 
Fuels Coalition in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used 
exclusively for electronic vehicle educational purposes. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 39. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-391. TennesSEIA. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a TennesSEIA new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Tennessee Solar 
Energy Industries Association, Inc. (TennesSEIA). 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of TennesSEIA new specialty ear- 
marked license plates must be allocated to Tennessee Solar Energy Industries 
Association, Inc., (TennesSEIA) in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds 
must be used exclusively for education regarding solar initiatives. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 48. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-392. Natural Gas Fuels Tennessee. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Natural Gas Fuels 
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Tennessee new specialty earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle autho- 
rized by § 55-4-210(c). - 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of the Tennessee Gas 
Association. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Natural Gas Fuels Tennessee new 
specialty earmarked license plates must be allocated to the Tennessee Gas 
Association Scholarship Foundation in accordance with § 55-4-301. The funds 
must be used exclusively to provide scholarships awarded to children of 
employees of member natural gas companies, pipelines, and business partners 
of the Tennessee Gas Association who reside in this state. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 50. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


55-4-393. Tiger Haven. 


(a) An owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is a resident of this state, upon 
complying with state motor vehicle laws relating to registration and licensing 
of motor vehicles and paying the regular fee applicable to the motor vehicle and 
the fee provided for in § 55-4-204, shall be issued a Tiger Haven new specialty 
earmarked license plate for a motor vehicle authorized by § 55-4-210(c). 

(b) The new specialty earmarked license plates provided for in this section 
must be designed in consultation with a representative of Tiger Haven, Inc. 

(c) The funds produced from the sale of Tiger Haven new specialty ear- 
marked license plates must be allocated to Tiger Haven, Inc., in accordance 
with § 55-4-301. The funds must be used exclusively to support the organiza- 
tion’s mission to protect rescued big cats, including purchasing food and cages 
for the animals. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 41. Acts 2021, ch. 579, § 68. July 1, 2021. 


CHAPTER 8 
OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD 


Part 1. Operation of Vehicles — Rules of the Road 


Section 

55-8-101. Chapter and part definitions. 

55-8-118. Overtaking and passing on the right. 

55-8-185. Use of off-highway motor vehicles on highways. 

55-8-198. Citations based on unmanned traffic enforcement cameras. 


PART 1 
OPERATION OF VEHICLES — RULES OF THE ROAD 


55-8-101. Chapter and part definitions. 


As used in this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5, of this title, unless the 
context otherwise requires: 


55-8-101 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 68 


(1) “All-terrain vehicle” means either: 

(A) A motorized nonhighway tire vehicle with no less than four (4) 
nonhighway tires, but no more than six (6) nonhighway tires, that is 
limited in total dry weight to less than two thousand five hundred pounds 
(2,500 lbs.), and that has a seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the 
operator and handlebars for steering control; or 

(B) A motorized vehicle designed for or capable of cross-country travel 
on or immediately over land, water, snow, or other natural terrain and not 
intended for use on public roads traveling on two (2) wheels and having a 
seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the operator and handlebars for 
steering control; 

(2) “Arterial street” means any United States or state numbered route, 
controlled access highway, or other major radial or circumferential street or 
highway designed by local authorities within their respective jurisdictions 
as part of a major arterial system of streets or highways; 

(3)(A) “Authorized emergency vehicle” means vehicles of the fire depart- 

ment, fire patrol, police vehicles or bicycles and emergency vehicles that 

are designated or authorized by the commissioner or the chief of police of 
an incorporated city, and vehicles operated by commissioned members of 
the Tennessee bureau of investigation when on official business; 

(B) “Authorized emergency vehicle in certain counties” means vehicles 
owned by regular or volunteer firefighters in any county with a population 
of not less than thirty-two thousand seven hundred fifty (32,750) nor more 
than thirty-two thousand eight hundred (32,800), according to the 1980 
federal census or any subsequent federal census, when the vehicles are 
used in responding to a fire alarm or other emergency call; 

(C)G) “Authorized emergency vehicle” automatically includes every 

ambulance and emergency medical vehicle operated by any emergency 

medical service licensed by the department of health pursuant to title 

68, chapter 140, part 3; and, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, 

regulation of these ambulances and emergency medical vehicles shall be 

exclusively performed by the department of health, except as provided 
in § 68-140-326, and no special authorization, approval or filing shall be 
required pursuant to this chapter by the commissioner of safety; 

(ii) “Authorized emergency vehicle” automatically includes every 
rescue vehicle or emergency response vehicle owned and operated by a 
state-chartered rescue squad, emergency lifesaving crew or active 
member unit of the Tennessee Association of Rescue Squads and no 
special authorization, approval or filing shall be required for the vehicle 
pursuant to this chapter by the commissioner of safety; 

(4) “Autocycle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55-1-103; 

(5) “Automated driving system” or “ADS” means technology installed on a 
motor vehicle that has the capability to drive the vehicle on which the 
technology is installed in high or full automation mode, without any 
supervision by a human operator, with specific driving mode performance by 
the automated driving system of all aspects of the dynamic driving task that 
can be managed by a human driver, including the ability to automatically 
bring the motor vehicle into a minimal risk condition in the event of a critical 
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vehicle or system failure or other emergency event; 

(6) “Automated-driving-system-operated vehicle” or “ADS-operated ve- 
hicle” means a vehicle equipped with an automated driving system; 

(7) “Bicycle” means every device propelled by human power upon which 
any person may ride, having two (2) tandem wheels, either of which is more 
than twenty inches (20”) in diameter; 

(8) “Bus” means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than ten 
(10) passengers and used for the transportation of persons, and every motor 
vehicle, other than a taxicab, designed and used for the transportation of 
persons for compensation; 

(9) “Business district” means the territory contiguous to and including a 
highway when within any six hundred feet (600’) along the highway there 
are buildings in use for business or industrial purposes, including, but not 
limited to, hotels, banks, or office buildings, railroad stations and public 
buildings that occupy at least three hundred feet (300’) of frontage on one (1) 
side or three hundred feet (300’) collectively on both sides of the highway; 

(10) “Certified police cyclist” means any full time, sworn law enforcement 
officer who is certified by the International Police Mountain Bike Association 
or has otherwise been certified by the Tennessee peace officer standards and 
training commission as having received and successfully completed appro- 
priate bicycle training in the performance of law enforcement functions; 

(11) “Chauffeur” means every person who is employed by another for the 
principal purpose of driving a motor vehicle and every person who drives a 
school bus transporting school children or any motor vehicle when in use for 
the transportation of persons or property for compensation; 

(12) “Class I off-highway vehicle” means a motorized vehicle with not less 
than four (4) nonhighway tires, nor more than six (6) nonhighway tires, 
whose top speed is greater than thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph), that is 
limited in total dry weight up to three thousand five hundred pounds (3,500 
lbs.), that is eighty inches (80”) or less in width measured from the outside 
of the tire rim to the outside of the tire rim, and that has a nonstraddle 
seating capable of holding at least two (2) but no more than four (4) 
passengers and a steering wheel. “Class I off-highway vehicle” includes 
mini-trucks; 

(13) “Class II off-highway vehicle” means any off-highway vehicle that is 
designed to be primarily used for recreational purposes, that has a non- 
straddle seating capable of holding at least two (2) but no more than four (4) 
passengers and a steering wheel, and that is commonly referred to as a sand 
buggy, dune buggy, rock crawler, or sand rail. “Class II off-highway vehicle” 
does not include a snowmobile or other vehicle designed to travel exclusively 
over snow or ice; 

(14) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of safety; 

(15) “Controlled-access highway” means every highway, street or roadway 
in respect to which owners or occupants of abutting lands and other persons 
have no legal right of access to or from the same, except at such points only 
and in such manner as may be determined by the public authority having 
jurisdiction over the highway, street or roadway; 

(16) “Crosswalk” means: 
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(A) That part of a roadway at an intersection included within the 
connections of the lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the 
highway measured from the curbs or, in the absence of curbs, from the 
edges of the traversable roadway; or 

(B) Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly 
indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the 
surface; 

(17) “Dealer” means every person engaged in the business of buying, 
selling or exchanging vehicles of a type required to be registered and who has 
an established place of business for that purpose in this state; 

(18) “Department” means the department of safety; 

(19) “Driver” means: 

(A) For purposes of a conventionally operated vehicle, every person who 
drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle; and 

(B) For purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle and when the context 
requires, the ADS when the ADS is engaged; 

(20) “Dynamic driving task” means all of the real-time operational and 
tactical functions required to operate a vehicle in on-road traffic. “Dynamic 
driving task” does not include strategic functions, such as route selection 
and scheduling; 

(21)(A) “Electric scooter”: 

(i) Means a device weighing less than one hundred pounds (100 lbs.) 
that: 
(a) Has handlebars and an electric motor; 
(6) Is solely powered by the electric motor or human power, or both; 
and 
(c) Has a maximum speed of no more than twenty miles per hour 
(20 mph) on a paved level surface when powered solely by the electric 
motor; and 
(ii) Does not include an electric bicycle, electric personal assistive 
mobility device, motorcycle, or motor-driven cycle; and 

(B) An electric scooter is a motor-driven vehicle, for purposes of 
§ 55-10-401; 

(22) “Essential parts” means all integral and body parts of a vehicle of a 
type required to be registered, the removal, alteration or substitution of 
which would tend to conceal the identity of the vehicle or substantially alter 
its appearance, model, type or mode of operation; 

(23) “Established place of business” means the place actually occupied 
either continuously or at regular periods by a dealer or manufacturer where 
the books and records are kept and a large share of the business is 
transacted; 

(24) “Explosives” means any chemical compound or mechanical mixture 
that is commonly used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion 
and that contains any oxidizing and combustive units or other ingredients in 
those proportions, quantities or packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, 
by concussion, by percussion or by detonator of any part of the compound or 
mixture may cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the 
resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing destructive effects on 
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contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb; 

(25) “Farm tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used primar- 
ily as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines and other 
implements of husbandry; 

(26) “Flammable liquid” means any liquid that has a flash point of seventy 
degrees Fahrenheit (70° F.), or less, as determined by a tagliabue or 
equivalent closed-cup test device; 

(27) “Foreign vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required to be 
registered brought into this state from another state, territory or country 
other than in the ordinary course of business by or through a manufacturer 
or dealer and not registered in this state; 

(28) “Golf cart” means a motor vehicle that is designed and manufactured 
for operation on a golf course for sporting or recreational purposes and 
equipped with safety belts installed for use in the left front and right front 
seats and that is not capable of exceeding speeds of twenty miles per hour (20 
mph); 

(29) “Gross weight” means the weight of a vehicle without load plus the 
weight of any load thereon; 

(30) “Highway” means the entire width between the boundary lines of 
every way when any part thereto is open to the use of the public for purposes 
of vehicular travel; 

(31) “Implement of husbandry” means every vehicle that is designed for 
agricultural purposes and exclusively used by the owner thereof in the 
conduct of the owner’s agricultural operations; 

(32) “Intersection” means: 

(A) The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the 
lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the 
roadways of two (2) highways that join one another at, or approximately 
at, right angles, or the areas within which vehicles traveling upon 
different highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict; or 

(B) Where a highway includes two (2) roadways thirty feet (30') or more 
apart, then every crossing of each roadway of that divided highway by an 
intersecting highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the 
event the intersecting highway also includes two (2) roadways thirty feet 
(30') or more apart, then every crossing of two (2) roadways of such 
highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection; 

(33) “Laned roadway” means a roadway which is divided into two (2) or 
more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic; 

(34) “License to operate a vehicle” means any operator’s or chauffeur’s 
license, or any other license or permit to operate a motor vehicle issued 
under the laws of this state including: 

(A) Any temporary license or instruction permit; 

(B) The privilege of any person to drive a motor vehicle whether or not 
that person holds a valid license; and 

(C) Any nonresident’s operating privilege as defined in this section; 
(35) “Local authorities” means every county, municipal and other local 

board or body having authority to enact ordinances or make regulations 
relating to traffic under the constitution and laws of this state; 
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(36) “Low speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric vehicle, exclud- 
ing golf carts, whose top speed is greater than twenty miles per hour (20 
mph) but not greater than twenty-five miles per hour (25 mph), including 
neighborhood vehicles. Low speed vehicles must comply with the safety 
standards in 49 CFR 571.500; 

(37) “Manufacturer” means every person engaged in the business of 
constructing or assembling vehicles of a type required to be registered at an 
established place of business in this state; 

(38) “Medium speed vehicle” means any four-wheeled electric or gasoline- 
powered vehicle, excluding golf carts, whose top speed is greater than thirty 
miles per hour (30 mph), but whose maximum speed allowed is thirty-five 
miles per hour (35 mph) only on streets with a forty mile per hour (40 mph) 
or less posted speed limit pursuant to § 55-8-191(b)(1), and otherwise meets 
or exceeds the federal safety standards set forth in 49 CFR 571.500, except 
as otherwise provided in § 55-4-136; 

(39) “Metal tire” means every tire the surface of which in contact with the 
highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material; 

(40) “Minimal risk condition” means a low-risk operating mode in which 
an ADS-operated vehicle when the ADS is engaged achieves a reasonably 
safe state upon experiencing a failure of the vehicle’s ADS that renders the 
vehicle unable to perform the entire dynamic driving lees 

(41) “Motor vehicle”: 

(A) Means every vehicle that is self-propelled; 
(B) Includes low-speed vehicles and medium-speed vehicles; and 
(C) Does not include: 

(i) Electric scooters; 

(ii) Electric bicycles, as defined in § 55-8-301; 

(iii) Motorized bicycles; 

(iv) Personal delivery devices; 

(v) Motorized wheelchairs; or 

(vi) Any vehicle, including a low-speed vehicle or a medium-speed 
vehicle, that is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead 
trolley wires but not operated upon rails; 

(42) “Motorcycle” has the same meaning in § 55-1-103; 

(43) “Motor-driven cycle” means every motorcycle, including every motor 
scooter, with a motor that produces no more than five (5) brake horsepower, 
or with a motor with a cylinder capacity not exceeding one hundred 
twenty-five cubic centimeters (125cc). “Motor-driven cycle” does not include 
an electric scooter or personal delivery device; 

(44) “Motorized bicycle” means a vehicle with two (2) or three (3) wheels, 
an automatic transmission, and a motor with a cylinder capacity not 
exceeding fifty cubic centimeters (50cc) which produces no more than two (2) 
brake horsepower and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a maximum 
design speed of no more than thirty miles per hour (30 mph) on level ground. 
The operator of a motorized bicycle must be in possession of a valid 
operator’s or chauffeur’s license, and shall be subject to all applicable and 
practical rules of the road. A motorized bicycle may not be operated on a 
highway of the interstate and defense highway system, any similar limited 
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access multilane divided highway, or upon sidewalks; 

(45) “Off-highway vehicle” or “off-highway motor vehicle” means any 
vehicle designed primarily to be operated off public highways, including any 
Class I off-highway vehicle, Class II off-highway vehicle, all-terrain vehicle, 
any motorcycle commonly referred to as a dirt bike, or any snowmobile or 
other vehicle designed to travel exclusively over snow or ice; 

(46) “Official traffic-control devices” means all signs, signals, markings 
and devices not inconsistent with this chapter and chapter 10, parts 1-5 of 
this title placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having 
jurisdiction for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic; 

(47) “Operator” means: 

(A) For purposes of a conventionally operated vehicle, every person, 
other than a chauffeur, who drives or is in actual physical control of a 
motor vehicle upon a highway or who is exercising control over or steering 
a vehicle being towed by a motor vehicle; and 

(B) For purposes of an ADS-operated vehicle and when the context 
requires, the ADS when the ADS is engaged; 

(48) “Owner” means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle, or in 
the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or 
lease thereof, with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions 
stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in 
the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is 
entitled to possession, then the conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor 
shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this chapter and chapter 10, 
parts 1-5 of this title; 

(49) “Park,” when prohibited, means the standing of a vehicle, whether 
occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while 
actually engaged in loading or unloading; 

(50) “Pedestrian” means any person afoot or using a motorized or non- 
motorized wheelchair; 

(51) “Pedestrian area” includes a sidewalk, crosswalk, school crosswalk, 
school crossing zone, or safety zone; 

(52) “Person” means a natural person, firm, copartnership, association, 
corporation, or an engaged AD§; 

(53) “Personal delivery device” means a device that: 

(A) Is solely powered by an electric motor; 

(B) Is operated primarily on sidewalks and crosswalks; 

(C) Is intended primarily for the transport of property on public 
rights-of-way; and 

(D) Is capable of navigating with or without the active control or 
monitoring of a natural person; 

(54) “Personal delivery device operator” means an entity that exercises 
physical control or monitoring over the navigation system and operation of 
a personal delivery device; 

(55) “Platoon” means a group of individual motor vehicles that are 
traveling in a unified manner at electronically coordinated speeds; 

(56) “Pneumatic tire’ means every tire in which compressed air is 
designed to support the load; 





55-8-101 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 74 


(57) “Pole trailer” means every vehicle without motive power designed to 
be driven by another vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by means of 
a reach or pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured to the towing 
vehicle, and ordinarily used for transporting long or irregularly shaped 
loads, such as poles, pipes or structural members capable, generally, of 
sustaining themselves as beams between the supporting connections; 

(58) “Police officer” means every officer authorized to direct or regulate 
traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations; 

(59) “Private road or driveway” means every way or place in private 
ownership and used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having 
express or implied permission from the owner, but not by other persons; 

(60) “Railroad” means a carrier of persons or property upon cars, other 
than streetcars, operated upon stationary rails; 

(61) “Railroad sign or signal” means any sign, signal or device erected by 
authority of a public body or official or by a railroad and intended to give 
notice of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach of a railroad train; 

(62) “Railroad train” means a steam engine, electric or other motor, with 
or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except streetcars; 

(63) “Recovered materials” and “recyclable materials” have the same 
meanings as defined in § 68-211-802; 

(64) “Recycling vehicle” means any vehicle that is designed and used 
exclusively for the collection or transportation of recovered materials or 
recyclable materials; 

(65) “Residential district” means the territory contiguous to and including 
a highway not comprising a business district when the property on the 
highway for a distance of three hundred feet (300’) or more is in the main 
improved with residences; 

(66) “Right-of-way” means the privilege of the immediate use of the 
roadway; 

(67) “Road tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used for 
drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load thereon 
either independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle or load so drawn; 

(68) “Roadway” means that portion of a highway improved, designed or 
ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the 
event a highway includes two (2) or more separate roadways, “roadway” 
refers to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways 
collectively; 

(69) “Safety zone” means the area or space officially set apart within a 
roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and that is protected or is so 
marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times 
while set apart as a safety zone; 

(70) “School bus” means every motor vehicle owned by a public or 
governmental agency and operated for the transportation of children to or 
from school or privately owned and operated for compensation for the 
transportation of children to or from school; 

(71) “Semitrailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, 
other than a pole trailer, designed for carrying persons or property and for 
being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that some part of its 
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weight and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle; 

(72) “Sidewalk” means that portion of a street between the curb lines, or 
the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines, intended for 
use of pedestrians; 

(73) “Solid tire” means every tire of rubber or other resilient material 
which does not depend upon compressed air for the support of the load; 

(74) “Solid waste vehicle” means any vehicle engaged in the collecting and 
transporting of municipal solid waste as defined by § 68-211-802, or recy- 
clable materials as defined by § 68-211-802; 

(75) “Special mobile equipment” means every vehicle not designed or used 
primarily for the transportation of persons or property and incidentally 
operated or moved over the highways, including farm tractors, road con- 
struction or maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, well-boring 
apparatus and concrete mixers. The foregoing enumeration shall be deemed 
partial and shall not operate to exclude other vehicles that are within the 
general terms of this subdivision (75); 

(76) “Specially constructed vehicle” means every vehicle of a type required 
to be registered not originally constructed under a distinctive name, make, 
model or type by a generally recognized manufacturer of vehicles and not 
materially altered from its original construction; 

(77) “Stop,” when required, means complete cessation from movement; 

(78) “Stop line” means a white line placed generally in conformance with 
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), as adopted by the 
department of transportation, denoting the point where an intersection 
begins; 

(79) “Stopping” or “standing,” when prohibited, means any stopping or 
standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except when necessary to 
avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a 
police officer or traffic-control sign or signal; 

(80) “Street” means the entire width between boundary lines of every way 
when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of 
vehicular travel; 

(81) “Streetcar” means a car other than a railroad train for transporting 
persons or property and operated upon rails principally within a 
municipality; 

(82) “Through highway” means every highway or portion of the highway 
at the entrance to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is 
required by law to stop before entering or crossing the same and when stop 
signs are erected as provided in this chapter. The department of transpor- 
tation shall be authorized to designate through highways; 

(83) “Trackless trolley coach” means every motor vehicle that is propelled 
by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires but not operated upon 
rails; 

(84) “Tractor” means any self-propelled vehicle designed or used as a 
traveling power plant or for drawing other vehicles, but having no provision 
for carrying loads independently; 

(85) “Traffic? means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, 
streetcars and other conveyances either singly or together while using any 
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highway for purposes of travel; 
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(86) “Traffic-control signal” means any device, whether manually, electri- 
cally or mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop 


and to proceed; 


(87) “Trailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, other 
than a pole trailer, designed for carrying persons or property and for being 
drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests 


upon the towing vehicle; 


(88) “Truck” means every motor vehicle designed, used or maintained 
primarily for the transportation of property; 

(89) “Truck tractor” means every motor vehicle designed and used pri- 
marily for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load 
other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn; 

(90) “Urban district” means the territory contiguous to and including any 
street that is built up with structures devoted to business, industry or 
dwelling houses situated at intervals of less than one hundred feet (100’) for 
a distance of one-quarter (14) mile or more; and 

(91) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon or by which any person or 
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting 
devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 


History. 

Acts 1955, ch. 629,8 bo) 1957 0cn. 20g) so} 
1959, ch. 34, § 1; 1977, ch. 428, §§ 1-4; 1979, 
ch. 247, § 6; T.C.A., § 59-801; Acts 1980, ch. 
597; § 41> 1982) eh. 850, 8 111988) che. 16) 2: 
1985, ch. 188, § 1; 1986, ch. 804, § 3; 1988, ch. 
555, § 1; 1992, ch. 559, § 1; 1992, ch. 784, § 1; 
1995, ch. 140, §§ 1, 2; 1996, ch. 620, §§ 1, 2; 
1997, ch. 37, § 1; 2000, ch. 606, § 1; 2002, ch. 
747, §§ 5, 6; 2006, ch. 731, § 1; 2008, ch. 780, 
$ 1; 2008, ch. 959, §§ 4, 5; 2008, ch. 1144, § 2; 
2010, ch. 628, § 2; 2011, ch. 383, § 2; 2011, ch. 
425,86: 2014) chy.871.$' 4: 2016 ch) 584. §"1: 
2016, ch. 790, § 2; 2016, ch. 823, § 9; 2016, ch. 
982,§ 2; 2016, ch. 1015, §§ 8, 15; 2017, ch. 171, 
§ 2; 2017, ch. 474, §§ 2, 3; 2018, ch. 585, §§ 1, 
2: 2019, ch. 166, $ 31+: 2019. ch. 388.088 (2-4: 
2020, ch. 685, §§ 2-4; 2021, ch. 56, § 1; 2021, 
ehy 108, ST: 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment by ch. 56 rewrote the 
definition for “motor vehicle” which read: “ 
"Motor vehicle’ means every vehicle, including a 
low speed vehicle or a medium speed vehicle 


that is self-propelled; excluding electric scoot- 
ers, electric bicycles as defined in § 55-8-301, 
motorized bicycles, personal delivery devices, 
and every vehicle, including a low speed vehicle 
or a medium speed vehicle that is propelled by 
electric power obtained from overhead trolley 
wires, but not operated upon rails;”. 

The 2021 amendment by ch. 103 rewrote the 
definition of “class I off-highway vehicle” which 
read: “(12) ‘Class I off-highway vehicle’ means a 
motorized vehicle with not less than four (4) 
nonhighway tires, nor more than six (6) non- 
highway tires, whose top speed is greater than 
thirty-five miles per hour (35 mph), that is 
limited in total dry weight up to two thousand 
five hundred pounds (2,500 lbs.), that is eighty 
inches (80") or less in width, and that has a 
nonstraddle seating capable of holding no more 
than four (4) passengers and a steering wheel. 
‘Class I off-highway vehicle’ includes mini- 
trucks;”. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 56, § 2. March 29, 2021. 
Acts 2021, ch. 103, § 4. April 7, 2021. 


55-8-118. Overtaking and passing on the right. 


(a) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another 
vehicle only under the following conditions: 
(1) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn; 
(2) Upon a street or highway with unobstructed pavement not occupied by 
parked vehicles of sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving 


vehicles in each direction; and 
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(3) Upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which traffic is 
restricted to one (1) direction of movement, where the roadway is free from 
obstructions and of sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving 
vehicles. 

(b) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle upon the 
right only under conditions permitting that movement in safety. In no event 
shall the movement be made by driving off the pavement or main-traveled 
portion of the roadway. 

(c) When overtaking or passing upon the right of another motor vehicle 
pursuant to this section or other law, the person shall not operate the motor 
vehicle within a bicycle lane as defined in § 55-8-205. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding this section, the driver of a bus operated by or for a 

publicly owned transit agency may overtake and pass a vehicle upon the 

right when operating on the shoulder or right-of-way of any highway on the 
state system of highways, including interstate highways, when authorized 
by the department of transportation. Except for authorized emergency 
vehicles, or recovery vehicles, as defined in § 55-8-132(d), when responding 
to an emergency call received from a law enforcement agency, the operation 

of a vehicle on the shoulder or right-of-way of a state highway other than a 

bus authorized by the department is an offense punishable as a Class C 

misdemeanor. 

(2) The department is authorized to promulgate rules in accordance with 
the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, to 
effectuate the purposes of subdivision (d)(1), including establishing proce- 
dures for authorizing the operation of a bus on the shoulder or right-of-way 
and regulations for ensuring the safety of passengers on a bus and in 
vehicles operating on the main traveled way of the adjacent highway or 
right-of-way, such as establishing a maximum speed limit of a bus, limiting 
the use of the shoulder or right-of-way during peak traffic periods, and 
installing signs indicating the shoulder or right-of-way is reserved for 
exclusive use by a bus. 

(3) As used in this subsection (d), “bus” does not include a school bus. 

(4) The department may take any action to obtain federal, state, or local 
assistance for any aspect of implementation of a program to allow a bus to 
utilize the shoulder or right-of-way of a state highway as provided in 
subdivision (d)(1); provided, that any funds used for the purposes of this 
subsection (d) shall be specifically appropriated by reference in the general 
appropriations act. 


History. vehicles, as defined in $55-8-132(d), when re- 
Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 17; T.C.A., § 59-818; sponding to an emergency call received from a 

Acts 2016, ch. 944, § 2; 2016, ch. 967, § 1; law enforcement agency” following “Except for 

2021, ch. 243, § 1. authorized emergency vehicles” in (d)(1). 


Amendments. Effective Dates. 
The 2021 amendment inserted “, or recovery Acts 2021, ch. 243, § 2. April 28, 2021. 


55-8-136 
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55-8-136. Drivers to exercise due care. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


1. Construction. 

Trial court did not err by finding that T.C.A. 
§ 28-3-104(a)(2) was applicable to extend the 
statute of limitations for plaintiffs personal 
injury action to two years due to defendant’s 
traffic citation for failure to exercise due care, 
and therefore the trial court did not err by 


ment, because the traffic citation issued to 
defendant, which had been prepared, accepted, 
and the original citation filed with the court, 
was a criminal charge and a criminal prosecu- 
tion by a law enforcement officer. Younger v. 
Okbahhanes, — S.W.3d —, 2021 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 33 (Tenn. Ct. App. Jan. 29, 2021). 


denying defendant’s motion for summary judg- 


55-8-185. Use of off-highway motor vehicles on highways. 


(a) No off-highway motor vehicle as defined in § 55-3-101(c)(2) shall be 
operated or driven upon a highway unless the vehicle is registered as a 
medium speed vehicle pursuant to §§ 55-8-101 and 55-4-136; is registered as 
a Class I or Class II off-highway vehicle pursuant to chapter 4, part 7 of this 
title, and operated on county roads pursuant to § 55-8-203; is operated or 
driven pursuant to subsection (c) or (e); or is operated or driven for the purpose 
of crossing a highway as follows: 

(1) On a two-lane highway, only to cross the highway at an angle of 
approximately ninety degrees (90°) to the direction of the roadway and at a 
place where a quick and safe crossing may be made; 

(2) With respect to the crossing of a highway having more than two (2) 
lanes, or a highway having limited access, off-highway motor vehicles may 
cross these highways, but only at a place designated by the department of 
transportation or local government authorities with respect to highways 
under their respective jurisdictions as a place where such motor vehicles, or 
specified types of such motor vehicles, may cross the highways, and these 
vehicles shall cross these highways only at those designated places and only 
in a quick and safe manner; and 

(3) The department and local government authorities with respect to 
highways under their respective jurisdictions may designate, by the erection 
of appropriate signs of a type approved by the department, places where 
these motor vehicles, or specified types of these motor vehicles, may cross 
any highway having more than two (2) lanes or having limited access. 

(b) Off-highway motor-driven cycles defined in § 55-3-101(c)(2) may be 
moved, by nonmechanical means only, adjacent to a roadway, in a manner so 
as to not interfere with traffic upon the highway, only for the purpose of gaining 
access to, or returning from, areas designed for the operation of off-highway 
vehicles, when no other route is available. The department or local government 
authority may designate access routes leading to off-highway parks as suitable 
for the operation of off-highway vehicles, if such access routes are available to 
the general public only for pedestrian and off-highway motor vehicle travel. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, three- or four-wheel all- 

terrain vehicles or three- or four-wheel off-highway vehicles may be operated 

on: 
(A) Oneida & Western (O&W) Railroad Road from its intersection with 

Verdun Road southwestward to its terminus, within the jurisdiction of 

Scott County; 
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(B) State Route 63 between U.S. Highway 27 and Annadell Road within 
the jurisdiction of the Town of Huntsville in Scott County on any two (2) 
weekends per year during the hours of daylight, which includes the thirty 
(30) minutes before dawn and the thirty (30) minutes after dusk; except, 
that during one (1) day on each weekend, the off-highway vehicles may be 
operated during the hours of daylight or nighttime until twelve o’clock 
(12:00) midnight. The operation pursuant to this subdivision (c)(1)(B) shall 
be approved by a two-thirds (24) vote of the local legislative body of the 
municipality and monitored by a local law enforcement agency. Any local 
legislative body that has approved the operation of the vehicles pursuant 
to this subdivision (c)(1)(B) as it existed prior to April 28, 2017, shall not 
be required to resubmit and reapprove the operation pursuant to this 
subdivision (c)(1)(B) on or after April 28, 2017; 

(C) State Route 62 from its intersection with Wind Rock Road westward 
to its intersection with Winter Gap Road, then southeastward on Winter 
Gap Road to its intersection with State Route 61 (Railroad Avenue), then 
eastward on State Route 61 (Railroad Avenue) to its intersection with 
State Route 62, within the jurisdiction of Oliver Springs in Anderson 
County on any two (2) weekends per year during the hours of daylight, 
which includes the thirty (30) minutes before dawn and the thirty (380) 
minutes after dusk; provided, that the operation is approved by a two- 
thirds (%) vote of the local legislative body of the municipality and 
monitored by a local law enforcement agency; 

(D) State Route 330 from its intersection with State Route 62 westward 
to its intersection with State Route 61, then southwestward on West 
Spring Street to its intersection with Winter Gap Road, within the 
jurisdiction of Oliver Springs in Anderson County on any two (2) weekends 
per year during the hours of daylight, which includes the thirty (30) 
minutes before dawn and the thirty (30) minutes after dusk; provided, 
that the operation is approved by a two-thirds (2%) vote of the local 
legislative body of the municipality and monitored by a local law enforce- 
ment agency; 

(E) State Route 63 from its intersection with Ershell Collins Road West 
to its intersection with Titus Hollow Road in Campbell County; 

(F) State Route 63 from its intersection with Old Stinking Creek Road 
West to its intersection with Old Highway 63 in Campbell County; 

(G) State Route 116 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 25W (State 
Route 9) West to its intersection with Better Chance Road in Campbell 
County; 

(H) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with State 
Route 116 to its intersection with Dogwood Road in Campbell County; 

(I) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with North 
Tennessee Avenue to its intersection with Ivy Dale Road in Campbell 
County; 

(J) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with 
McClouds Trail to 4267 U.S. Highway 25W South, which segment is 
approximately two and one-half (2.5) miles long, in Campbell County; 
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(K) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with Elk 
Tower on Austin Powder Road to the Peabody Convenience Center in 
Campbell County; 

(L) U.S. Highway 25W (State Route 9) from its intersection with 
Highcliff Road to its intersection with the Kentucky state line at State 
Street in Campbell County; 

(M) State Route 297 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 25W to its 
intersection with London Avenue in Campbell County; 

(N) State Route 297 from its intersection with Woolridge Pike to its 
intersection with Whistle Creek Road in Campbell County; | 

(O) U.S. Highway 25W from TN Exit 160 to Crouches Creek Hollow 
Road in Campbell County; 

(P) State Route 116 from its intersection with Rattlesnake Ridge Road, 
which is approximately one and two-tenths (1.2) miles north of State 
Route 62, then northward on State Route 116 for approximately three and 
four-tenths (3.4) miles to its intersection with the walking trails of Frozen 
Head State Park and Trail 27 of Wind Rock Park, within Morgan County 
between the hours of eight o’clock a.m. (8:00 a.m.) and eight o’clock p.m. 
(8:00 p.m.); 

(Q) State Route 53 beginning from the Granville Marina and Resort 
and ending at the Sutton Homestead in the Town of Granville; 

(R) State Route 167 from mile marker 10 to mile marker 13, within the 
jurisdiction of Johnson County; 

(S) State Route 133 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 421 to the 
Tennessee-Virginia state line, within the jurisdiction of Johnson County; 

(T) U.S. Highway 421 from the Mountain City limits to its intersection 
with Corner Road, within the jurisdiction of Johnson County; 

(U) State Route 13 from the Wayne County — Perry County boundary to 
its intersection with Turnbo Lane, within the jurisdiction of Perry County; 

(V) State Route 329 from its intersection with U.S. Highway 27 to 849 
Deer Lodge Highway, within the jurisdiction of the City of Sunbright in 
Morgan County; 

(W) U.S. Highway 27 from its junction with Mill Road northward to its 
junction with State Route 62, within the jurisdiction of Morgan County; 

(X) State Route 167 from its intersection with Rainbow Road to its 
intersection with Dotson Lane, within the jurisdiction of Mountain City in 
Johnson County, which segment is approximately one-half (.5) mile; 

(Y) Old Burrville Road, which is approximately one-half (.5) mile in 
length, within the jurisdiction of the City of Sunbright in Morgan County; 

(Z) Dyna Tex Road, which is approximately one (1) mile in length, 
within the jurisdiction of the City of Sunbright in Morgan County; 

(AA) Mill Creek Road, the portion of which is within the jurisdiction of 
the City of Sunbright in Morgan County; 

(BB) State Route 173 (Simerly Creek Road) from its intersection with 
State Route 107 to its intersection with Old Iron Mountain Road within 
the jurisdiction of Unicoi County; 

(CC) State Route 107 from its intersection with State Route 173 
(Simerly Creek Road) eastward to its intersection with Lower Stone 
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Mountain Road, which is near Deer Haven Road, within the jurisdiction of 

Unicoi County; and t 

(DD) State Route 107 from its intersection with Cross Road to its 
intersection with Red Fork Road within the jurisdiction of Unicoi County. 
(2) Drivers operating vehicles pursuant to subdivisions (c)(1) and (3)-(5) 

shall obey the rules of the road, operate with due care, and the operator and 
each passenger shall wear a helmet in accordance with § 55-9-302. While on 
the authorized portion of the highways designated in subdivisions (c)(1) and 
(3)-(5), the vehicles shall display tail lamps and headlights. Headlights on 
the vehicles shall, under normal atmospheric conditions and on a level road, 
produce a driving light sufficient to render clearly discernible a person two 
hundred feet (200’) ahead. 

(3) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any off-highway motor 
vehicle as defined in § 55-3-101(c)(2) may be operated within the jurisdiction 
of Johnson County on the segment of State Route 167 from the entrance of 
the Roan Creek Campground to Doe Mountain, which segment is approxi- 
mately one-half mile (0.5 mi.). 

(4) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any all-terrain vehicles may 
be operated on the following portions of highways within the jurisdiction of 
Anderson County: 

(A) State Route 116 from its intersection with Beech Grove Lane to its 
intersection with U.S. Highway 25W; 

(B) State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) from its intersection with 
Colonial Lane southward to its intersection with Jacksboro Avenue; 

(C) Mountainside Lane from 120 Mountainside Lane to its intersection 
with Colonial Lane, and then southeastward on Colonial Lane to its 
intersection with State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W); 

(D) Boling Road from 167 Boling Road to its intersection with Railroad 
Avenue, then southward on Railroad Avenue to its intersection with Norris 
Freeway (U.S. Highway 441), and then eastward on Norris Freeway (U.S. 
Highway 441) to its intersection with State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 
25W); 

(EK) State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) from its intersection with Fork 
Mountain Road to its intersection with Windrock Trail, which is desig- 
nated by the wildlife resources agency as G-71; 

(F) State Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) from its intersection with 
Colonial Lane to its intersection with Better Chance Road; 

(G) U.S. Highway 441 (Norris Freeway) from its intersection with State 
Route 116 (U.S. Highway 25W) to 709 Norris Freeway; 

(H) State Route 116 from its intersection with State Route 330 to its 
intersection with Windrock Park Trail 74; and 

(I) State Route 116 from its intersection with State Route 330 to its 
intersection with Windrock Park Trail 75. 

(5) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any Class I or Class II 
off-highway vehicle as defined in § 55-8-101 that is registered pursuant to 
chapter 4, part 7 of this title, may be operated on the following state routes 
that are within the jurisdiction of Hickman County, if the requirements in 
§ 55-8-203(c) and (d) are satisfied: 
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(A) State Route 48 North from its intersection with State Route 100 to 
its intersection with Piney River Road, which is approximately eight and 
seven-tenths miles (8.7 miles), within the jurisdiction of Hickman County; 

(B) State Route 100 from its intersection with North Tidwell Road to its 
intersection with Wrigley Road, which is approximately four and one- 
tenth miles (4.1 miles), within the jurisdiction of Hickman County; and 

(C) State Route 230 West from its intersection with Dodd Hollow Road 
to its intersection with East Sugar Creek Road, which is approximately 
one and nine-tenths (1.9 miles), within the jurisdiction of Hickman 
County. 

(d) Aviolation of this section is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
only of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(e) In addition to subsections (a)-(d), notwithstanding any law to the 
contrary, an all-terrain vehicle as defined in § 55-8-101 may be operated or 
driven upon any unpaved streets, roads, or highways, as designated specifi- 
cally for such purpose upon two-thirds (%) vote by the local governing body, 
and included within the boundaries of an adventure tourism district estab- 
lished pursuant to title 11, chapter 11, part 2, if such all-terrain vehicle 
complies with the following: 

(1) The governing body of a municipality or metropolitan government may 
regulate in any manner, by lawfully enacted ordinance, the operation of any 
all-terrain vehicle crossing of a street, road or highway solely under the 
municipality’s jurisdiction; provided, that such municipality provides writ- 
ten notification to the department of safety prior to the effective date of the 
ordinance and posts appropriate signage designating such all-terrain vehicle 
crossing on such street, road or highway; 

(2) The governing body of any county may by lawfully enacted resolution 
regulate the operation of all-terrain vehicles on any street, road or highway 
solely under the county’s jurisdiction; provided, that such county provides 
written notification to the department of safety prior to such resolution 
becoming effective and posts appropriate signage designating such street, 
road or highway for all-terrain vehicle use; 

(3) An all-terrain vehicle is specifically restricted to only between one-half 
(4) hour after sunrise and one-half (14) hour before sunset, and the headlight 
and taillight shall be illuminated during such operation; 

(4) The operator and all passengers of an all-terrain vehicle shall wear a 
helmet while driving or operating such vehicle on a street, road or highway; 

(5) Any additional safety requirements imposed by the local governing 
body for all-terrain vehicle operation on streets, roads or highways in such 
municipality, metropolitan government or county; and 

(6) No all-terrain vehicles shall be operated on any state highway or any 
highway that is a part of the interstate and defense highway system. 

(f) Operation of the following all-terrain vehicles shall be exempt from 
subsection (e): 

(1) All-terrain vehicles operated for agricultural purposes; and 

(2) Publicly-owned and operated all-terrain vehicles that are used for 
management, law enforcement, emergency services and other such pur- 
poses. 
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History. Amendments. 
Acts 1982, ch. 749, § 2; 2005, ch. 60, § 1; ~ The 2021 amendment by ch. 123 added 
2007, ch. 448, § 1; 2011, ch. 383, § 3; 2014, ch. (c)(1)(Y)-(AA). 
871, § 2; 2015, ch. 429, §§ 1, 2; 2016, ch. 647, The 2021 amendment by ch. 269, in (c)(1), 
§§ 1-3; 2016, ch. 790, §§ 11, 12; 2016, ch. 940, added (BB)-(DD). 
8 Loge 201T chy 172, 87 1 2011 en Gores, 
2; 2017, ch. 218, § 1; 2018, ch. 658, §§ 1, 2; Effective Dates. 
2019, ch. 175, § 1; 2019, ch. 206, § 1; 2019, ch. Acts 2021, ch. 123, § 2. April 13, 2021. 
235, § 1; 2019, ch. 273, § .1; 2020, ch.. 773, 8§ 1, Acts 2021, ch. 269, § 2. April 30, 2021. 
Z: 2020, ch. 189, 8... 2021, ci lao, 8 4: 2021. 
ch. 269, § 1. 


55-8-198. Citations based on unmanned traffic enforcement cameras. 


(a) A traffic citation that is based solely upon evidence obtained from an 
unmanned traffic enforcement camera that has been installed to enforce or 
monitor traffic violations shall be considered a nonmoving traffic violation. 

(b)(1) Only POST-certified or state-commissioned law enforcement officers 
shall be authorized to review video evidence from a traffic light signal 
monitoring system and make a determination as to whether a violation has 
occurred. If a determination is made that a violation has occurred, a notice 
of violation or a citation shall be sent by first class mail to the registered 
owner of the vehicle that was captured by the traffic light signal monitoring 
system. A notice of violation or a citation shall be sent within twenty (20) 
business days after the occurrence of the violation, absent exigent circum- 
stances arising from registration irregularities. All notices of violation or 
citations shall have a Tennessee return address and all responses and 
payments shall be made to an address in this state. A notice of violation or 
citation shall allow for payment of the traffic violation or citation within 
thirty (30) days of the mailing of the notice. No additional penalty or other 
costs shall be assessed for nonpayment of a traffic violation or citation that 
is based solely on evidence obtained from unmanned traffic enforcement 
cameras installed to enforce or monitor traffic violations, unless a second 
notice is sent by first class mail to the registered owner of the motor vehicle 
and the second notice provides for an additional thirty (30) days for payment 
of the violation or citation. 

(2) The notice of violation or citation shall state the amount of the fine 
that is being assessed for the alleged violation. The notice of violation or 
citation shall state separately any additional fees or court costs that may be 
assessed if the fine is not paid timely or if the violation or citation is 
contested and the person is convicted or found guilty of the offense. 

(3) The person cited may elect not to contest the charge and may, in lieu 
of appearance in court, submit a fine not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) to 
the address provided on notice of violation or citation. 

(4) If the person cited does not pay the traffic citation within the time 
specified by subdivision (b)(1), then additional fees or court costs may be 
assessed. 

(5) If the person cited does not pay the traffic citation as provided in this 
section and the person cited appears in court at the time specified, or such 
later date as may be fixed by the court, and the person is convicted or found 
guilty of, or enters a plea of nolo contendere to the offense, then additional 
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fees or court costs may be assessed. 

(6) Every notice of violation or citation issued that is based solely upon 
evidence obtained from any traffic enforcement camera used to enforce or 
monitor traffic violations of § 55-8-110(a)(3), or any municipal law or 
ordinance that mirrors, substantially duplicates, or incorporates by cross- 
reference the language of § 55-8-110(a)(3), shall have printed on the notice 
or citation the following disclaimer in bold-face type and a font that is the 
same size as the largest font used on the notice or citation: “Non-payment of 
this [‘notice’ or “citation’] cannot adversely affect Nae credit score or report, 
driver license, and/or automobile insurance rates.” 

(c) Effective July 1, 2011, a political subdivision of the state that installs, 
owns, operates or maintains either a traffic-control signal light located in an 
intersection or any other unmanned traffic enforcement camera for the 
enforcement or monitoring of traffic violations shall ensure that: 

(1) The traffic enforcement camera does not identify as a violation of 
§ 55-8-110(a)(3), or any municipal law or ordinance that mirrors, substan- 
tially duplicates or incorporates by cross-reference the language of § 55-8- 
110(a)(3), any vehicle that legally entered the intersection during the green 
or yellow intervals in accordance with § 55-8-110(a)(1) and (2); and 

(2) Appropriate signage is located not less than five hundred feet (500') 
but not more than one thousand feet (1,000’) in advance of the enforcement 
area of the unmanned traffic enforcement camera informing drivers as to the 
presence of traffic enforcement cameras at the approaching location. All 
regulatory and warning signs relating to the intersection or enforcement 
area shall meet the conventional road size or larger requirements of the 
MUTCD. Minimum size signing shall not be allowed. 

(d) The following vehicles are exempt from receiving a notice of violation: 

(1) Emergency vehicles with active emergency lights; 

(2) Vehicles moving through the intersection to avoid or clear the way for 
a marked emergency vehicle; 

(3) Vehicles under police escort; and 

(4) Vehicles in a funeral procession. 

(e)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection (e), the registered 

owner of the motor vehicle shall be responsible for payment of any notice of 

violation or citation issued as the result of a traffic light monitoring system. 

(2) An owner of a vehicle shall not be responsible for the violation if, on or 
before the designated court date, the owner furnishes the court an affidavit 
stating the name and address of the person or entity that leased, rented or 
otherwise had care, custody or control of the motor vehicle at the time of the 
violation. 

(3) If a motor vehicle or its plates were stolen at the time of the alleged 
violation, the registered owner must provide an affidavit denying the owner 
was an operator and provide a certified copy of the police report reflecting 
such theft. 

(4) An affidavit alleging theft of a motor vehicle or its plates must be 
provided by the registered owner of a vehicle receiving a notice of violation 
within thirty (30) days of the mailing date of the notice of violation. 

(f)(1) Surveillance cameras are not permitted on federal interstate highways 
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except for: 
(A) SmartWay cameras; ; 
(B) Other intelligent transportation system cameras; or 
(C) Surveillance cameras used to enforce or monitor traffic violations 
within work zones designated by the department of transportation when 
employees of the department or construction workers are present; pro- 
vided, that the cameras are operated only by a state entity. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (f)(1), in accordance with applicable 
state and federal laws governing the use and management of highway 
rights-of-way and subject to the approval of the federal highway adminis- 
tration as required by federal law, the department of transportation is 
authorized, but not required, to permit the installation of surveillance 
cameras operated by law enforcement agencies on federal interstate high- 
ways and state roads as a non-highway use of the highway right-of-way for 
the purpose of aiding in criminal investigations or searches for missing or 
endangered persons to the extent that such use is consistent with the 
continued use, operations, maintenance, and safety of the highway facility 
and does not interfere with the free and safe flow of traffic; provided, that 
these cameras are not used to enforce or monitor state or local traffic 
violations or issue citations for such violations. 

(g) Prior to implementation of any new unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera used to enforce or monitor traffic violations, the local governing body 
shall conduct a traffic engineering study for the area being considered. The 
study shall follow standard engineering practices as determined by the 
Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and shall be stamped by a 
professional engineer specializing in traffic engineering and licensed to prac- 
tice in this state. A vendor of traffic enforcement camera systems shall not be 
allowed to conduct the traffic engineering study, or to participate in the 
selection of such traffic engineer, to document the need for a traffic enforcement 
camera. 

(h) No citation shall be issued based solely upon evidence obtained from a 
traffic enforcement camera that has been installed to enforce or monitor traffic 
violations of § 55-8-110(a)(3), or any municipal law or ordinance that mirrors, 
substantially duplicates or incorporates by cross-reference the language of 
§ 55-8-110(a)(3), unless the evidence collected shows the target vehicle with its 
front tire or tires before the stop line when the signal is red, and subsequently 
shows the same vehicle with its rear tire or tires past the stop line while the 
signal is red. 

(i) A traffic enforcement camera system may be used to issue a traffic 
citation for an unlawful right turn on a red signal at an intersection that is 
clearly marked by a “No Turn on Red” sign erected by the responsible 
municipal or county government in the interest of traffic safety in accordance 
with § 55-8-110(a)(3)(A). Any other traffic citation for failure to make a 
complete stop at a red signal before making a permitted right turn as provided 
by § 55-8-110(a)(3)(A) that is based solely upon evidence obtained from an 
unmanned traffic enforcement camera shall be deemed invalid. 

(j) No more than one (1) citation shall be issued for each distinct and 
separate traffic offense in violation of a municipal ordinance or a traffic offense 
as provided in this chapter. 
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(k) A traffic citation that is based solely upon evidence obtained from an 
unmanned traffic enforcement camera shall be deemed invalid if the registra- 
tion information of the motor vehicle for which such traffic citation is issued is 
not consistent with the evidence recorded by such enforcement camera. 

(1)(1) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, an unmanned traffic enforce- 

ment camera that monitors speed shall not be used to issue a citation to any 

driver for violating the speed limit on any public road or highway; provided, 
that this subsection (/) shall not apply to an unmanned traffic enforcement 
camera: 

(A) Within the designated distance of a marked school zone; or 

(B) On any S-curve of a public road or highway. 

(2) For purposes of this subsection (/), “S-curve” means a bend in a public 
road or highway in the shape of an “S” that inhibits a driver’s full vision 
through the bend. 

(m)(1) For the purposes of this subsection (m): 

(A) “Consumer report” and “consumer reporting agency” have the same 
meanings ascribed to those terms by § 604 of the Fair Credit Reporting 

Act (15 U.S.C. § 1681(a)); and 

(B) “Credit report” means any written, oral, or other communication of 
information, including a consumer report, by a consumer reporting agency 
bearing on a consumer’s creditworthiness, credit standing or credit capac- 
ity, which is used or expected to be used or collected in whole or in part for 
the purpose of serving as a factor in establishing a consumer’s eligibility 
for credit to be used primarily for personal, family, or household purposes. 

(2) No person having charge, custody of or control over any records or 
information regarding a violation of this section, including payments made 
pursuant to receipt of a notice of violation or a citation, whether timely or 
delinquent, shall disclose these records or information to a consumer 
reporting agency. In addition, no information regarding a violation shall be 
disclosed or identified in any credit report. 

(n) A local government shall include in any contract involving unmanned 
traffic enforcement cameras that the contract must conform to any changes in 
state law. New and existing contracts, as well as contract renewals occurring 
after July 1, 2012, shall contain a provision that the contract shall comply with 
all applicable revisions of state law. 


History. 

Acts 2008, ch. 962, § 1; 2009, ch. 389, §§ 1, 2; 
2011, ch. 425, §§ 1-5, 9; 2012, ch. 709, § 1; 
2012, ch. 751, § 1; 2015, ch. 468, § 1; 2016, ch. 
998,'S$) 1; 202417) chs 450,°§"2: 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2021, ch. 450, § 1 provided that the act 
is known and may be cited as the “Caitlyn 
Kaufman Interstate Safety Act.” 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment rewrote (f) which read: 
“(f) No unmanned traffic enforcement cameras 


shall be permitted on federal interstate high- 
ways except for Smart Way cameras, other 
intelligent transportation system cameras or, 
when employees of the department or construc- 
tion workers are present, unmanned traffic 
enforcement cameras used to enforce or moni- 
tor traffic violations within work zones desig- 
nated by the department of transportation; 
provided, that the cameras shall be operated 
only by a state entity.” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 450, § 4. May 14, 2021. 
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55-9-402 


CHAPTER 9 
EQUIPMENT — LIGHTING REGULATIONS 


Part 3. Required Equipment on Motorcycles and Motor Driven Cycles 


Section 


55-9-308. Part inapplicable to autocycles — Exception. 


PART 3 


REQUIRED EQUIPMENT ON MOTORCYCLES AND 
MOTOR DRIVEN CYCLES 


55-9-308. Part inapplicable to autocycles — Exception. 


Except as provided in § 55-9-302, this part does not apply to autocycles. 


History. 
Acts 1986, ch. 804, § 9; 2021, ch. 176, § 1. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment rewrote this section 


which read: “Part inapplicable to autocycles. 
This part shall not apply to autocycles.” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 176, § 2. July 1, 2021. 


PART 4 
LIGHTING REGULATIONS 


55-9-402. Lights required on motor vehicles — Exceptions — Regula- 
tions as to color, type and visibility distance. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


4. Constitutionality of Stop. 

Stop of defendant was constitutionally per- 
missible, and defendant’s motion to dismiss 
was properly denied because an officer had 
probable cause to stop defendant based on his 
observation that defendant did not have two 
“red” taillights and two “red” stoplights on the 
rear of the vehicle, and that defendant’s right 
taillight was not in good condition and opera- 


tional in violation of a traffic law; and, although 
an attempt to repair the broken taillight was 
made with taillight repair tape, that repair 
failed to allow for sufficient illumination, which 
provided the officer with an articulable and 
reasonable suspicion that defendant’s taillight 
violated a traffic law. State v. Rivera, — S.W.3d 
—, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 481 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. July 15, 2020). 


CHAPTER 10 
ACCIDENTS, CRIMES AND PENALTIES 


Part 1. Accidents 


Section 


55-10-115. Department to tabulate and analyze accident reports —- Request for copy of crash 
report by member of general assembly. 


Part 3. Penalties and Procedure 


55-10-301. Penalty for violations of chapters 8 and 9 and parts 1-5 of this chapter. 
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Part 4. Alcohol and Drug Related Offenses 


Section 

55-10-402. Penalty for violations of § 55-10-401 — Alternative facilities for incarceration — 
Public service work — Monitoring — Inpatient alcohol and drug treatment. 

55-10-418. Maximum allowable fee — Reports. 


Part 5. Drag Racing 
55-10-502. Drag racing — Penalties. 
Part 8. Tennessee Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act 


55-10-804. Community education course for violators. 


PART 1 
ACCIDENTS 


55-10-115. Department to tabulate and analyze accident reports — 
Request for copy of crash report by member of general 
assembly. 


(a) The department shall prepare and shall upon request supply to police, 
coroners, sheriffs and other suitable agencies or individuals, forms for accident 
reports calling for sufficiently detailed information to disclose with reference to 
a highway accident the cause, conditions then existing, and the persons and 
vehicle involved, as provided in § 55-10-111. 

(b) The department shall receive accident reports required to be made by 
this part and may tabulate and analyze those reports and publish annually, or 
at more frequent intervals, statistical information based thereon as to the 
number, cause and location of highway accidents. 

(c) Based upon its findings after this analysis, the department may conduct 
further necessary detailed research to more fully determine the cause and 
control of highway accidents. It may further conduct experimental field tests 
within areas of the state from time to time to prove the practicability of various 
ideas advanced in traffic control and accident prevention. 

(d)(1) Any member of the general assembly may request, in writing, the 

department to provide a copy of a crash report received pursuant to this part 

that occurred in the member’s district and that resulted in a person’s death. 

The report must be provided to the member within thirty (30) business days 

after a confirmed death is reported to the department on the crash report. 

(2) The written request must include the duration for which the member 
wishes to receive crash reports, up to three hundred sixty-five (365) days. A 
member must submit another request after the expiration of the previous 
request in order to continue receiving crash reports. 

(3) Acrash report that is subject to an ongoing investigation or court order 
requiring the information be kept confidential shall not be released under 
this subsection (d). 

(4) The federal Driver Privacy Protection Act (18 U.S.C. §§ 2721-2725), 
the Uniform Motor Vehicle Records Disclosure Act, compiled in chapter 25 of 
this title, and any other state or federal law regarding protection of 
personally identifiable information apply to any report released under this 
subsection (d). 
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History. Effective Dates. 


Acts 1955, ch. 329, § 92; T.C.A., § 59-1015; Acts 2021, ch. 225, § 2. July 1, 2021. 


Ue 1..Ch. 220, 0 4 = 
Amendments. 


The 2021 amendment added (d). 


PART 2 
CRIMES 


55-10-205. Reckless driving. 


6. 


4. 


6. 


Evidence was sufficient to support defen- 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


ANALYSIS deputy’s radar unit verified that defendant was 

riding a motorcycle in excess of the speed limit 

Criminal Liability. and the deputy pursued defendant at high 
—Evidence. speeds for miles with the blue lights and the 


siren on the deputy’s car activated until defen- 
dant turned into a driveway and parked. State 
v. Schmitz, — S.W.3d —, 2021 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 54 (Tenn. Crim. App. Feb. 14, 2021). 


Criminal Liability. 


—Evidence. 


dant’s conviction for reckless driving because a 


PART 3 
PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE 


55-10-301. Penalty for violations of chapters 8 and 9 and parts 1-5 of 


this chapter. 
(a) Any person violating any of the provisions of chapters 8 and 9 of this title 


and parts 1-5 of this chapter where a penalty is not specifically prescribed 
commits a Class C misdemeanor. 


(b)(1) Any person violating any of the provisions of chapters 8 and 9 of this 
title and parts 1-5 of this chapter may be required, at the discretion of the 
court, to attend a driver education course approved by the department of 
safety in addition to or in lieu of any portion of other penalty imposed; 
provided, that the course is approved by the department, it may be operated 
and conducted by a: 
(A) County, municipality or other entity of local government; 
(B) Nonprofit organization as defined by the Internal Revenue Code, 26 
U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) (26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)); or 
(C) Private entity that: 
(i) Is licensed by the secretary of state to conduct business in this 
state, if required of the entity by state law; 
(ii) Is registered with the department of revenue for all applicable 
taxes; and 
(iii) Conducts at least two (2) courses per calendar year, whether in 
person or online. 
(2) A reasonable fee between fifty dollars ($50.00) and one hundred 
seventy-five dollars ($175) may be assessed for the driver education or driver 
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improvement course; provided, that no one shall be refused admittance for 
inability to pay. This fee shall apply only to driver improvement courses that 
may be required pursuant to this section, and shall not apply to any program 
offered pursuant to title 49, chapter 1, or to any other driving instruction 
school. 

(3) By operating a driver education or improvement course pursuant to 
this subsection (b), the entity operating or conducting the course consents to 
the inspection of all records concerning the course by the department of 
safety; provided, that inspection made pursuant to this subdivision (b)(3) 
shall not preclude inspection of any records pursuant to any other provision 
of law. 

(4) Each court clerk shall provide a list of approved entities in the county 
to any person ordered to attend a driver education or improvement course. 

(5) Upon certification to the court clerk that a court ordered driver 
education or improvement course has been completed, the court clerk shall 
report the completion to the department of safety. The report shall be 
accomplished on the abstract of record of the court referenced in § 55-10- 
306. 

(c) Subsection (b) shall not apply to any person who holds a Class A, B, or C 
license and is charged with any violation, except a parking violation, in any 
type of motor vehicle. 

(d) Subsection (b) shall not apply to any person who holds any class of driver 
license and who is charged with any violation, except a parking violation, while 
operating a commercial motor vehicle. 


History. 

Acts 1931, ch. 82, § 16; 1937, ch. 245, § 6; C. 
Supp. 1950, § 2700.17 (Williams, § 2696); Acts 
1955, ch.1329;'$0108; 1971) chy 2343 $8.92 1975) 
ch. 162, § 1; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1023; Acts 
1981, ch. 91, §§ 1, 2; 1989, ch. 591, § 113; 1990, 
ch. 869, § 1; 1995, ch. 178, § 1; 2001, ch. 186, 
$115) 2005, ‘chiv2385ir§ “1s 2008) chy L814 si tl 
20095 ch.321, 8.152021 ..ch..220, 8% 1 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment rewrote (b)(1)(C) 


which read: “(C) Private entity, provided the 
entity meets all of the requirements of § 40-35- 
302(g) for private entities providing misde- 
meanor probation supervision services.”; and 


added (b)(1)(C)(@)—(b)(1)(C) Gi). 


Effective Dates. 

Acts 2021, ch. 220, § 2. July 1, 2021; pro- 
vided, that for the purpose of promulgating 
rules, the act took effect on April 22, 2021. 


PART 4 
ALCOHOL AND DRUG RELATED OFFENSES 


55-10-401. Driving under the influence prohibited — Alcohol concen- 
tration in blood or breath. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


ANALYSIS 


9. Evidence. 

10. _—Sufficient. 

11. —Chemical Tests. 
30. Probable Cause. 


9. Evidence. 


10. —Sufficient. 

Circuit court properly convicted defendant of 
DUI because the evidence established that he 
was in physical control of his vehicle while 


eo 1 


intoxicated, where he was standing next to the 
vehicle when a police officer initially passed, 
defendant had physical possession of the vehi- 
cle’s keys, and although the vehicle’s motor was 
not running, defendant still had the ability to 
direct the use of the vehicle but for his intoxi- 
cated state; in addition, defendant smelled like 
alcohol, slurred his speech, walked unsteadily, 
had .208 grams percent of ethyl alcohol in his 
blood, and the vehicle contained one empty 
bottle of whiskey and one three-fourths empty 
bottle of whiskey. State v. Montgomery, — 
S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 538 
(Tenn. Crim. App. July 31, 2020). 

There was sufficient evidence to support de- 
fendant’s DUI conviction, as the trial court 
specifically discredited defendant’s testimony 
that she consumed alcohol after the wreck. 
Notably, the trial court found defendant not 
credible because she did not call the police to 
report the wreck, she had a BAC of 0.16 gram 
percent, the video of her field sobriety tests 
supported the officer’s testimony, and defen- 
dant was not truthful with the officer about 
consuming alcohol. State v. Harper, — S.W.3d 
—, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 612 (Tenn. 
Crim. App. Sept. 17, 2020). 

Evidence was sufficient for the jury to con- 
clude beyond a reasonable doubt that defen- 
dant was intoxicated at the time of the crash 
because his urine tested positive for his urine 
tested positive for methamphetamine, amphet- 
amine, and oxycodone, in addition to the cogni- 
tive and speech problems observed by medical 
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personnel at the hospital defendant was loud, 
“uncooperative, and aggressive, he admitted to 
nurses that he was an IV drug user, and he 
admitted to taking oxycodone 38 hours before 
the crash. State v. Franklin, — S.W.3d —, 2020 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 511 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
July 27, 2020). 


11. —Chemical Tests. 

Trial court properly denied defendant’s mo- 
tion to dismiss the presentment or suppress his 
blood test results because the State was not 
required to preserve samples taken for the 
limited purpose of determining defendant’s 
blood-alcohol level, and the evidence was suffi- 
cient to sustain his convictions of DUI per se. 
State v. Bridges, — S.W.3d —, 2021 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 86 (Tenn. Crim. App. Mar. 11, 
2021), 


30. Probable Cause. 

Officers had probable cause to arrest defen- 
dant for driving under the influence because 
the officers found the car near midnight in the 
middle of a parking lot of a closed business; the 
driver's door was open, and defendant was 
lying on his back next to the open door; the key 
was in the car’s ignition, the engine was run- 
ning, and no one but defendant was present; he 
told the officers that he was trying to get home; 
and the officers said that defendant had diffi- 
culty following their commands and that he did 
not seem to be in his right frame of mind. State 
v. Helmick, —S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. 
LEXIS 758 (Tenn. Crim. App. Nov. 30, 2020). 


55-10-402. Penalty for violations of § 55-10-401 — Alternative facilities 
for incarceration — Public service work — Monitoring — 
Inpatient alcohol and drug treatment. 


(a)(1)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, shall, upon conviction for the 


first offense, be sentenced to serve in the county jail or workhouse not less 
than forty-eight (48) consecutive hours nor more than eleven (11) months 
and twenty-nine (29) days. 

(B) Any person violating § 55-10-401, upon conviction for the first 

offense with a blood alcohol concentration of twenty-hundredths of one 
percent (0.20%) or more, shall serve a minimum of seven (7) consecutive 
days rather than forty-eight (48) hours. 
(2)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, shall, upon conviction for second 
offense, be sentenced to serve in the county jail or workhouse not less than 
forty-five (45) consecutive days nor more than eleven (11) months and 
twenty-nine (29) days. 

(B) After sentencing the person to a period of confinement pursuant to 
subdivision (a)(2)(A), as a condition of probation, the judge may order the 
person to participate in a substance abuse treatment program, which 
includes any aftercare recommended by the treatment program, licensed 
or certified by the department of mental health and substance abuse 
services, which includes a certified drug court or DUI court, if the person 


55-10-402 MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 92 


first: 

(i) Completes a clinical substance abuse assessment conducted pur- 
suant to subsection (h); and 

(ii) Serves at least twenty-five (25) days of the period of incarceration 
imposed in the county jail or workhouse. 

(3)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, shall, upon conviction for third 

offense, be sentenced to serve in the county jail or workhouse not less than 

one hundred twenty (120) consecutive days nor more than eleven (11) 

months and twenty-nine (29) days. 

(B) After sentencing the person to a period of confinement pursuant to 
subdivision (a)(3)(A), as a condition of probation the judge may order the 
person to participate in a substance abuse treatment program, which 
includes any aftercare recommended by the treatment program, licensed 
or certified by the department of mental health and substance abuse 
services, which includes a certified drug court or DUI court, if the person 
first: 

(1) Completes a clinical substance abuse assessment conducted pur- 
suant to subsection (h); and 

(ii) Serves at least sixty-five (65) days of the period of incarceration 
imposed in the county jail or workhouse. 

(4) Any person violating § 55-10-401, upon conviction for a fourth offense, 
shall be sentenced as a felon to serve not less than one hundred fifty (150) 
consecutive days nor more than the maximum punishment authorized for 
the appropriate range of a Class E felony. 

(5)(A) Any person violating § 55-10-401, upon conviction for a fifth offense, 

shall be sentenced as a Class D felon and shall be sentenced to serve not 

less than the minimum sentence of imprisonment established in subdivi- 
sion (a)(4) for a fourth offender, and not more than the maximum 
punishment authorized for the appropriate range of a Class D felony. This 
subdivision (a)(5) applies if the person: 

(i) Has at least four (4) previous convictions for violations of § 55-10- 

401, or any other applicable prior conviction as described in 

§ 55-10-405(c); 

Gi) Commits a fifth violation of § 55-10-401; and 
(iii) Commits the fifth violation on or after July 1, 2019. 

(B) In addition to the required term of imprisonment for a fifth offense, 
all of the collateral consequences of a violation of § 55-10-401, including a 
fine, forfeiture, driver license suspension or revocation, interlock, trans- 
dermal, and other monitoring devices, substance abuse assessments, 
in-patient or out-patient treatment, drug court or DUI court, and condi- 
tions of probation shall also apply to a fifth offender. 

(6)(A) A sixth or subsequent conviction for violating § 55-10-401, or any 

other applicable prior conviction as described in § 55-10-405(c), is a Class 

C felony and any person sentenced under this subdivision (a)(6) shall be 

sentenced to serve no less than the minimum sentence of imprisonment 

established in subdivision (a)(4) for a fourth offender, and not more than 
the maximum punishment authorized for the appropriate range of a Class 

C felony. For this subdivision (a)(6) to be applicable, the person shall: 
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(i) Have at least five (5) previous convictions for violations of § 55- 
10-401, or any other saeaavenh prior conviction as described in 
§ 55-10-405(c); 
(ii) Commit a sixth or bere violation of § 55-10-401; and 
(iii) Commit the sixth or subsequent violation on or after July 1, 2016. 
(B) In addition to the required term of imprisonment for a sixth or 
subsequent offense, all of the collateral consequences of a violation of 

§ 55-10-401, including a fine, forfeiture, driver license suspension or 

revocation, interlock, transdermal, and other monitoring devices, sub- 

stance abuse assessments, in-patient or out-patient treatment, drug court 

or DUI court, and conditions of probation shall also apply to a sixth or 

subsequent offender. 
(b)(1) If a person is convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401, and at the time 
of the offense, the person was accompanied by a child under eighteen (18) 
years of age, the person’s sentence shall be enhanced by a mandatory 
minimum period of incarceration of thirty (30) days. The incarceration 
enhancement shall be served in addition to any period of incarceration 
received for the violation of § 55-10-401. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (a), if, at the time of the offense, the 
person was accompanied by a child under eighteen (18) years of age, and the 
child suffers serious bodily injury as the proximate result of the violation of 
§ 55-10-401, the person commits a Class D felony and shall be punished as 
provided in § 39-13-106, for vehicular assault. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (a), if, at the time of the offense, the 
person was accompanied by a child under eighteen (18) years of age, and the 
child is killed as the proximate result of the violation of § 55-10-401, the 
person commits a Class B felony and shall be punished as provided in 
§ 39-13-213(b)(2), for vehicular homicide involving intoxication. 

(c) Subdivisions (b)(1)-(3) constitute an enhanced sentence, not a new 

offense. 

(d)(1) After service of at least the minimum sentence day for day, the judge 
has the discretion to require an individual convicted of a violation of 
§ 55-10-401 to remove litter from the state highway system, public play- 
grounds, public parks or other appropriate locations for any prescribed 
period or to work in a recycling center or other appropriate location for any 
prescribed period of time in lieu of or in addition to any of the penalties 
otherwise provided in this section; provided, that any person sentenced to 
remove litter from the state highway system, public playgrounds, public 
parks or other appropriate locations or to work in a recycling center shall be 
allowed to do so at a time other than the person’s regular hours of 
employment. 

(2)(A) The court may order any person convicted of a violation of § 55-10- 

401 to be subject to monitoring using one (1) or more of the following: 

(i) Transdermal monitoring device or other alternative alcohol or 
drug monitoring device; 

(ii) Electronic monitoring with random alcohol or drug testing; 

(iii) Global positioning monitoring system, as defined in § 40-11-152. 
If the court determines that the person is indigent, the court shall order 
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the person to pay any portion of the costs of such a system for which the 

person has the ability to pay, as determined by the court. Any portion of 

the costs of such a system that the person is unable to pay shall come 
from the electronic monitoring indigency fund established pursuant to 

§ 55-10-419, subject to the availability of funds; or 

(iv) Any other monitoring device the court believes necessary to 
ensure the person complies with the conditions of probation and, if 
applicable, the results of the clinical substance abuse assessment. 

(B) If the court orders a person to be subject to monitoring as provided 
in subdivision (d)(2)(A), the court, the department of correction, or any 
other agency, department, program, group, private entity, or association 
that is responsible for the supervision of such person shall: 

(i) Require periodic reporting by the person for verification of the 
proper operation of the monitoring device; 

(ii) Require the person to have the device monitored for proper use 
and accuracy by an entity approved by the supervising entity at least 
every thirty (80) days, or more frequently as the circumstances may 
require; and 

(iii) Immediately notify the court of any of the person’s violations of 
this subdivision (d)(2), which shall be considered a violation of the 
conditions of probation. 

(e) All persons sentenced under this part shall, in addition to service of at 
least the minimum sentence, be required to serve the difference between the 
time actually served and the maximum sentence on probation. 

(f)(1) An offender sentenced to a period of incarceration for a violation of 

§ 55-10-401, shall be required to commence service of the sentence within 

thirty (80) days of conviction or, if space is not immediately available in the 

appropriate municipal or county jail or workhouse within such time, as soon 
as such space is available. The sheriff or chief administrative officer of a local 
jail or workhouse may use alternative facilities for the incarceration of an 

offender convicted of a violation of § 55-10-401. 

(2)(A) As used in this subsection (f), “alternative facilities” include, but are 
not limited to, vacant schools or office buildings or any other building or 
structure that would be suitable for housing DUI offenders for short 
periods of time on an as-needed basis and licensed through the depart- 
ment of mental health and substance abuse services for the state. 

(B)G) The court may approve a private appropriately licensed substance 
abuse treatment program as an “alternative facility.” If a person is 
ordered to participate in a court-approved private appropriately li- 
censed substance abuse treatment program, that person shall be re- 
sponsible for the cost and fees involved with the program, whether it be 
a prepayment or pay as you go program. The court does not have the 
authority to order the expenditure of public funds to provide for 
participation in such a program. However, if a person ordered to 
participate in such a program is indigent, the court may allow the 
person, subject to availability of services, to enter any program that 
provides the treatment without cost to an individual. 
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(ii) Alocal governmental entity is immune from liability for a cause of 

action or claim for damages arising out of a person’s participation in a 

private appropriately licensed substance abuse treatment program 

approved by the court as an alternative facility under this subdivision 

(f)(2)(B). 

(3) Nothing in this subsection (f) shall be construed to give an offender a 
right to serve a sentence for a violation of § 55-10-401, in an alternative 
facility or within a specified period of time. Failure of a sheriff or chief 
administrative officer of a jail to require an offender to serve the sentence 
within a certain period of time or in a certain facility or type of facility shall 
have no effect upon the validity of the sentence. 

(g) Notwithstanding this section to the contrary, in counties with a metro- 
politan form of government and a population in excess of one hundred 
thousand (100,000), according to the 1990 federal census or any subsequent 
federal census, the judge exercising criminal jurisdiction may sentence a 
person convicted of violating § 55-10-401 for the first time to perform two 
hundred (200) hours of public service work in a supervised public service 
program in lieu of the minimum period of confinement required by subsection 
(a). 

(h)(1) The clinical substance abuse assessment required before a person is 
ordered to participate in a substance abuse treatment program as a 
condition of probation pursuant to subdivisions (a)(2) or (a)(3), shall be 
administered to the person by qualified alcohol and drug abuse treatment 
personnel, as that term is defined by rules promulgated by the department 
of mental health and substance abuse services. If the assessment determines 
the person is in need of substance abuse treatment, the court may, using the 
assessment to determine the appropriate level of care, order the person 
referred to an appropriate substance abuse treatment program licensed or 
certified by the department of mental health and substance abuse services, 
including a certified drug court or DUI court. 

(2) A person ordered to attend a substance abuse treatment program 
pursuant to subdivisions (a)(2) or (a)(3) shall receive sentence reduction 
credits from the period of incarceration imposed by the court as follows: 

(A) Day-for-day credit for the period of time the person spends in a 
residential treatment program; and 

(B) One (1) day of credit for every nine (9) hours of successfully 

completed intensive outpatient treatment. 
(3)(A) Upon the successful completion of the substance abuse treatment 
program, the program provider shall notify the court of the fact that 
treatment was successfully completed and the number of days the person 
spent in residential treatment, or the number of hours spent in intensive 
outpatient treatment, whichever is applicable. The court shall calculate 
the sentence reduction credits the person has earned based upon the 
service provider’s report. 

(B) If the person ceases to attend the substance abuse treatment 
program, the service provider shall notify the court of the person’s absence 
within three (3) business days of the date the provider knew or should 
have known of such absence. If the person fails to successfully complete 
the program for any other reason, the provider shall notify the court of 
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such failure. 

(4) A person who does not successfully complete the substance abuse 
treatment program to which the person is ordered is in violation of the 
person’s probation, and the court shall order the person committed to the 
county jail or workhouse for service of the full period of the mandatory 
minimum confinement required by law and any portion of confinement in 
excess of the minimum imposed by the court that the court deems necessary. 
The person shall receive no sentence reduction credits for any time spent in 
the substance abuse treatment program prior to failure to complete the 
program. 

(5) Upon successful completion of a substance abuse treatment program, 
the person shall be required to report to the county jail or workhouse to serve 
the remainder of any mandatory period of confinement required by law and 
imposed by the court. Failure to do so is a violation of the person’s probation. 

(6) If a person voluntarily attends residential treatment after arrest but 
before sentencing, the person may receive sentence reduction credits for 
completion of residential treatment if the person is ordered to treatment by 
the judge as a condition of probation. However, before commencing any 
court-ordered treatment program, the person must undergo a clinical 
substance abuse assessment as provided in subdivision (h)(1), serve the 
mandatory minimum sentence provided in subdivision (a)(2)(B) or (a)(3)(B), 
and follow the recommendations of the assessment. 

(7) If the court orders intensive outpatient treatment, it may also order: 

(A) The use of transdermal monitoring devices or other alternative 
alcohol or drug monitoring devices. If the court determines that the person 
is indigent, the court shall order the person to pay any portion of the costs 
of such a device for which the person has the ability to pay, as determined 
by the court. Any portion of the costs of such a device that the person is 
unable to pay shall come from the electronic monitoring indigency fund 

established pursuant to § 55-10-419; 

(B) The use of electronic monitoring with random alcohol or drug 
testing; 

(C) The use of a global positioning monitoring system, as defined in 

§ 40-11-152. If the court determines that the person is indigent, the court 
shall order the person to pay any portion of the costs of such a system for 
which the person has the ability to pay, as determined by the court. Any 
portion of the costs of such a system that the person is unable to pay shall 
come from the electronic monitoring indigency fund established pursuant 
to § 55-10-419, subject to the availability of funds; or 

(D) The use of any other monitoring device the court believes necessary 
to ensure the person complies with the results of the assessment and the 
conditions of probation. 

(i)(1) Ordering a person to treatment as a condition of probation pursuant to 
subdivision (a)(2), (a)(3), and subsection (h) for a second or third violation of 
§ 55-10-401 is solely within the discretion of the judge as an available 
sentencing option. Failure to grant such person such treatment is not 
appealable, except for abuse of discretion. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed as creating a right for a 
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person convicted of a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 to receive: 
(A) A clinical substance abuse assessment; 
(B) Intensive outpatient treatment; 
(C) Residential treatment; 
(D) Enrollment in a state certified treatment program, including drug 
court or DUI court; or 
(EZ) Any sentence reduction credits for substance abuse treatment that 
would reduce the period of incarceration imposed by the court other than 

those earned and retained pursuant to subdivision (h)(2)(A) and (B). 

(3)(A) Nothing in this section authorizing a judge to order any of the 

options specified in subdivision (i)(2) shall be construed to affect or limit 

any restrictions a judge may place or is required to place on a person 
convicted of a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 by other provisions 

of law, including the use of an ignition interlock device under § 55-10-409. 

(B) This section governs those instances in which a person is convicted 
of a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 and the judge chooses to order 

the person to participate in a substance abuse treatment program as a 

condition of probation pursuant to this section. In those instances in which 

the person is a second or third offender but the judge declines to order 
treatment pursuant to this section, or in which the person is convicted of 

a first or fourth or subsequent violation of § 55-10-401, § 55-10-410 

applies. 

(j)(1) The court is not empowered to order the expenditure of public funds to 

provide treatment. However, if a person ordered to participate in such a 

program is indigent, the court may allow the person, subject to availability 

of services, to enter any program that provides the treatment without cost to 
an individual. When making a finding as to the indigency of an accused, the 
court shall take into consideration: 

(A) The nature of the program services rendered; 

(B) The usual and customary charges for rendering such program 

services in the community; 

(C) The income of the person regardless of source; 

(D) The poverty level guidelines compiled and published by the United 

States department of labor; 

(E) The ownership or equity of any real or personal property of the 
person; and 

(F) Any other circumstances presented to the court that are relevant to 
the issue of indigency. 

(2) If a person ordered to participate is not indigent and participates in a 
program that provides treatment without cost to an individual, that person 
shall be obligated to pay for treatment in the same manner as provided in 
§ 33-2-1102. If a person ordered to participate, participates in a court 
approved private treatment program, that person shall be responsible for 
the cost and fees involved with the program. 

(k) If a person commits a second or third violation of § 55-10-401 prior to 
July 1, 2014, but the conviction for such offense does not occur until after July 
1, 2014, the person shall elect to the judge at the time of conviction whether to 
come within the provisions of chapter 902 of the Public Acts of 2014, or be 
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sentenced in accordance with the law in effect at the time the offense was 


committed. 


History. 

Acts 1953, ch. 202, § 5 (Williams, § 10830.6); 
Acts 1955, ch. 100, § 1; 1961, ch. 89, § 1; 1970, 
ch. 504, $81, 2: OTE ch. 1356 2: 197 2a, 
275, § 1; 1973, ch. 64, § 2; 1974, ch. 748, § 32; 
T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-1035; Acts 1980, ch. 817, 
§ 4; 1981, ch. 350, § 1; 1981, ch. 443, § 1; 1982, 
ch. 891, §§ 1, 2; 1983, ch. 198, § 1; 1984, ch. 
597, §§ 1, 2; 1986, ch. 842, § 13; 1987, ch. 431, 
§ 1; 1988, ch. 969,§ 1; 1989, ch. 547, § 1; 1989, 
ch. 591, §§ 111, 116; 1990, ch. 978, 8§ 1, 2; 
1990, ch. 992, § 2; 1990, ch. 1081, § 1; 1991, ch. 
261.°$ 1: 1991; ch. 355, $$ 212: 1991) ch. 502, 
§' 3: 1992) ch. 653;'$: 1°1992?ch. 773, §: 171992, 
ch. 975, § 1; 1993, ch. 123, §§ 1-5; 1993, ch. 
272, § 1; 1993, ch. 516, §§ 1, 2; 1994, ch. 840, 
§ 1; 1994, ch. 948, §§ 1-8; 1995, ch. 524, §§ 1, 
2; 1996, ch. 910, § 1; 1998, ch. 926, § 1; 1998, 
ch. 986, § 3; 1998, ch. 1046, §§ 1, 2, 5, 6; 2000, 
ch. 863, §§ 1, 2; 2000, ch. 867, § 1; 2000, ch. 
947,§ 8N; 2002, ch. 546, §§ 1, 2; 2002, ch. 789, 


§ 1; 2002, ch. 855, §§ 1, 5, 6, 11-13; 2005, ch. 
239, §§ 1, 2; 2005, ch. 437, § 1; 2005, ch. 504, 
§§ 1, 2; 2006, ch. 880, §§ 1-3; 2006, ch. 983, 
§ 1; 2007, ch. 171,§ 1; 2008, ch. 978, § 1; 2008, 
ch. 1018, § 1; 2008, ch. 1177, § 1; 2009, ch. 186, 
8§ 7, 49; 2010, ch. 921, §§ 3-9; 2010, ch. 1080, 
81/2010; ch 1100, $° 69 20TE ch! 2987 S$ o 5, 
5-7; 2011, ch. 379, §§ 1, 2; 2012, ch. 575, §§ 1, 
2; 2012, ch. 727, 3.57; 2012, ch. 848, § 59; 
2012, ch. 919, § 1; 2012. ch. 977, § 1 2013) ch. 
154, § 2; T.C.A. § 55-10-4038; Acts 2014, ch. 
902, §§ 1-4, 8; 2015, ch. 126, § 2; 2016, ch. 653, 
§ 1; 2016, ch. 876, §§ 1, 14; 2016, ch. 993, §§ 1, 
16; 2018, ch. 1046, § 4; 2019, ch. 486, §§ 11, 13; 
2019, ch. 505, §§ 7, 8; 2021, ch. 386, § 1. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment added (f)(2)(B)(ii). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 386, § 2. May 11, 2021. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


ANALYSIS 


Sh Evidence. 
By. Legal Sentence. 


1. Evidence. 

State introduced a certified copy of defen- 
dant’s 2008 judgment of conviction into evi- 
dence, which showed that he had pleaded guilty 
to driving under the influence (DUI), and thus 
the evidence was sufficient to support defen- 
dant’s conviction of DUI, second offense; the 
2008 judgment met all requirements of Tenn. 
R. Crim. P. 32(e), and as the judgment was not 
facially void, the trial court properly ruled it 
could be used to enhance defendant’s sentence 
to DUI, second offense. State v. Groseclose, — 


S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 675 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 15, 2020). 


2. Legal Sentence. 

Trial court did not abuse its discretion by 
finding that defendant was not an appropriate 
candidate for full probation after service of the 
statutory minimum jail sentence, and his sen- 
tence of 11 months, 29 days to be served as 120 
days in jail followed by supervised probation 
was upheld for his driving while intoxicated, 
second offense, conviction; defendant had a 
prior criminal history that included several 
felonies and numerous misdemeanors and he 
had violated several probation sentences in the 
past. State v. Groseclose, — S.W.3d —, 2020 
Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 675 (Tenn. Crim. App. 
Oct. 15, 2020). 
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NOTES TO DECISIONS 


ANALYSIS 


1. Second Offense. 
2 Fourth Offense. 


1. Second Offense. 

State introduced a certified copy of defen- 
dant’s 2008 judgment of conviction into evi- 
dence, which showed that he had pleaded guilty 
to driving under the influence (DUI), and thus 
the evidence was sufficient to support defen- 
dant’s conviction of DUI, second offense; the 


2008 judgment met all requirements of Tenn. 
R. Crim. P. 32(e), and as the judgment was not 
facially void, the trial court properly ruled it 
could be used to enhance defendant’s sentence 
to DUI, second offense. State v. Groseclose, — 
S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 675 
(Tenn. Crim. App. Oct. 15, 2020). 


2. Fourth Offense. 

Trial court properly used defendant’s June 9, 
1999 violation in finding defendant guilty of 
driving under the influence (DUI), fourth of- 
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fense, because he had three prior DUI viola- 
tions at the time of the present violation, he 
had a prior DUI violation occurring within 10 
years of the present violation, he did not have a 
10-year DUI violation-free period between any 
preceding prior violation, as the longest stretch 
between violations was nine years and nine 
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months, and he did not have any prior viola- 


~tions more than 20 years from the present 


violation, as the June 9, 1999 violation occurred 
less than 20 years before the instant violation 
on June 6, 2018. State v. Allen, — S.W.3d —, 
2020 Tenn. Crim. App. LEXIS 717 (Tenn. Crim. 
App. Nov. 10, 2020). 


55-10-418. Maximum allowable fee — Reports. 


(a) From January 1, 2011, until June 30, 2012: 

(1) An ignition interlock provider shall not charge more than seventy 
dollars ($70.00) for installing one (1) ignition interlock device; and 

(2) An ignition interlock provider shall not charge more than a total of one 
hundred dollars ($100) per month for leasing, purchasing, monitoring, 
removing and maintaining an ignition interlock device. 

(b) By July 1, 2012, the department of safety shall establish, through rules 
and regulations promulgated in accordance with the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5: 

(1) The maximum fees that may be charged for installing, leasing, 
purchasing, monitoring, removing and maintaining an ignition interlock 
device; and 

(2) Requirements that ensure that certified ignition interlock providers 
have the ability to provide devices to any resident in the state. 

(c)(1) From January 1, 2011, until January 1, 2012, the department of safety 

in consultation with the treasurer shall conduct a study to determine: 

(A) The amount of fee that should be established pursuant to § 55-10- 

413(a) in order to keep the electronic monitoring indigency fund solvent; 

(B) The maximum fees to be charged pursuant to subsection (b), taking 
into consideration the goal of making the interlock device affordable to all 
offenders in this state; and 

(C) The necessary requirements that should be established in order to 
ensure that providers have the ability to provide devices to any resident in 
the state. 

(2) The department of safety shall report the findings of its study 
conducted pursuant to subdivision (c)(1) to the judiciary committees of the 
senate and the house of representatives on or before January 1, 2012. 

(d) Any licensed ignition interlock provider providing a functioning ignition 
interlock device to a person pursuant to this part shall report to the depart- 
ment of correction, or any other agency, department, program, group, private 
entity or association that is responsible for the supervision of a person who is 
ordered to drive only a motor vehicle with a functioning ignition interlock 
device installed on such vehicle as a condition of such person’s probation, any 
evidence of such person’s: 

(1) Altering, tampering with, bypassing, or removing a functioning igni- 
tion interlock device; 

(2) Failing to abide by the terms or conditions ordered by the court, 
including, but not limited to, failing to appear for scheduled monitoring 
visits; and 

(3) Attempting to start the motor vehicle while under the influence of 
alcohol. 
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(e) The department of safety, beginning February 1, 2012, and thereafter 
annually, on or before February 1, shall report in writing to the judiciary 
committee of the senate and the criminal justice committee of the house of 
representatives the number of offenders who have, in the previous year, had 
installed on their motor vehicles functioning ignition interlock devices and 
whether the installation of each device was pursuant to the requirement set 
out in: : 

(1) § 55-10-409(b)(2)(B); 
(2) § 55-10-409(b)(2)(D); 
(3) § 55-10-409(d)(2); 
(4) § 55-10-417(a)(1); or 
(5) § 55-10-417(k). 

(f) For purposes of this section, “previous year” means from January 1 to 
December 31 of the year immediately preceding the February 1 reporting date. 

(g) An ignition interlock provider shall charge an annual administrative fee 
of twelve dollars and fifty cents ($12.50) from each ignition interlock user. The 
proceeds of the fee shall be transmitted to the department of safety and shall 
be used to fund the administrative costs of implementing compliance-based 
ignition interlock use, pursuant to § 55-10-425. 


History. justice committee of the house of representa- 
Acts 2010, ch. 921, § 12; 2013, ch. 154,§ 17; tives” for “judiciary committee of the house of 

T.C.A. §§ 55-10-420, 55-10-422, 55-10-423; Acts representatives” in (e). 

2016, ch. 876, § 16; 2016, ch. 888, § 5; 2016, ch. 

993, § 8; 2018, ch. 1046, § 4; 2019, ch. 345, Effective Dates. 


§ 126; 2021, ch. 64, § 117. Acts 2021, ch. 64, § 182. March 29, 2021. 
Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment substituted “criminal 
PART 5 
DRAG RACING 


55-10-502. Drag racing — Penalties. 


(a) Drag racing is a Class A misdemeanor, and any person who operates a 
motor vehicle upon the public highways of this state, or while on the premises 
of any shopping center, trailer park, any apartment house complex, or any 
other premises generally frequented by the public at large, or who is a 
participant therein, for the purpose of drag racing commits the offense of drag 
racing unless the premises are properly licensed for this purpose. 

(b) If the violation of subsection (a) results in the serious bodily injury of a 
participant, passenger, bystander or other person, drag racing shall be 
punished as provided in § 39-13-106(b) for vehicular assault. 

(c) Any motor vehicle used to commit the offense of drag racing or to flee 
after commission of the offense of drag racing is, upon conviction for the 
offense, subject to seizure and forfeiture as provided in title 40, chapter 33, 
part 1. 


History. Acts 1986, ch. 842, § 14; 1989, ch. 591, § 112; 
Acts 1959, ch. 115, § 2; T.C.A., § 59-1041; 2006, ch. 971, § 4; 2021, ch. 573, § 1. 


* 
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Amendments. Effective Dates. 

The 2021 amendment in (a), substituted “a _ Acts 2021, ch. 573, § 2. July 1, 2021. 
Class A misdemeanor” for “declared to be a 
Class B misdemeanor”, substituted “any person Cross-References. 


who operates a motor vehicle upon” for “any Additional fine for drag racing, § 68-55-306. 
person or persons who operate a motor vehicle Penalty for Class A misdemeanor, § 40-35- 
or motor vehicles upon” and substituted “the 111. 
offense of drag racing” for “a Class B misde- Violation deemed habitual offender offense, 
meanor”. § 55-10-6083. 

PART 8 


TENNESSEE UNATTENDED CHILDREN IN MOTOR 
VEHICLE SAFETY ACT 


55-10-804. Community education course for violators. 


(a) Any person violating this part may be required, at the discretion of the 
court, to attend a community education course approved by the department of 
safety that includes education on the dangers of leaving young children 
unattended in motor vehicles in addition to or in lieu of any portion of other 
penalty imposed. If the course is approved by the department, it may be 
operated and conducted by a: 

(1) County, municipality or other entity of local government; 
(2) Nonprofit organization as defined by the Internal Revenue Code (26 

U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)); or 

(3) Private entity that: 

(A) Is licensed by the secretary of state to conduct business in this state, 
if required of the entity by state law; 

(B) Is registered with the department of revenue for all applicable 
taxes; and 

(C) Conducts at least two (2) courses per calendar year, whether in 
person or online. 

(b) Areasonable fee between fifty dollars ($50.00) and one hundred seventy- 
five dollars ($175) may be assessed for the community education course. No fee 
shall be assessed upon proof of a person’s inability to pay. The fee shall apply 
only to community education courses that may be required pursuant to this 
section, and shall not apply to any program offered pursuant to title 49, 
chapter 1, or to any other driving instruction school. 

(c) By operating a community education course pursuant to subsection (a), 
the entity operating or conducting the course consents to the inspection of all 
records concerning the course by the department of safety; provided, that 
inspection made pursuant to this subsection (c) shall not preclude inspection of 
any records pursuant to any other applicable law. 

(d) Each court clerk shall provide a list of approved entities in the county to 
any person ordered to attend a community education course. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit prosecution under 
any other law. 


History. Amendments. 
Acts 2007, ch. 214, § 5; 2021, ch. 220, § 2. The 2021 amendment rewrote (a)(3) which 
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read: “(3) Private entity; provided, that the 
entity meets all of the requirements of § 40-35- 
302(¢) for private entities providing misde- 
meanor probation supervision services.”; and 
added (a)(3)(A)—(a)(3)(C). 
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Effective Dates. 

Acts 2021, ch. 220, § 3. July 1, 2021; pro- 
vided, that for the purpose of promulgating 
rules, the act took effect on April 22, 2021. 


CHAPTER 12 
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 


PART 1 


TENNESSEE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW OF 
1977 


55-12-111. Self-insurers. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


2. Employer’s Liability. 

Employer was not liable pursuant to the 
terms of an insurance policy and the applicable 
statutory law when an employee of the em- 
ployer was injured in an automobile accident 


because the employer rejected uninsured mo- 
torist coverage from its insurer. Evans v. 
Croxdale, — S.W.3d —, 2020 Tenn. App. LEXIS 
547 (Tenn. Ct. App. Dec. 2, 2020). 


55-12-122. Motor vehicle liability policy — Contents. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


5. Compliance. 

Rental agreement between driver and deal- 
ership satisfied the requirements of the Tennes- 
see Financial Responsibility Law of 1977 in 
that the dealership warranted that it had pro- 
cured a rental auto coverage insurance policy 
with limits equal to the minimum require- 


ments, plus the driver warranted that all driv- 
ers had a valid and collectible automobile liabil- 
ity insurance policy in effect, which provided 
coverage for the driver’s use and operation of 
the rented vehicle. Williams v. State Farm Mut. 
Auto. Ins. Co., — S.W.8d —, 2020 Tenn. App. 
LEXIS 524 (Tenn. Ct. App. Nov. 20, 2020). 


CHAPTER 17 
VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 


Part 1. Motor Vehicle Sales Licenses 


Section 

55-17-111. Application for license — Contents — Bond — Report of changes. [Effective until 
October 1, 2021. See the version effective on October 1, 2021.] 

55-17-111. Application for license — Contents — Bond — Report of changes. [Effective on October 
1, 2021. See the version effective until October 1, 2021.] 

55-17-114. Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of license. [Effective until October 1, 
2021. See the version effective on October 1, 2021.] 

55-17-114. Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of license. [Effective on October 1, 2021. 
See the version effective until October 1, 2021.] 

55-17-120. Exception to licensing requirements. [Effective until October 15, 2021. See the version 
effective on October 15, 2021.] 

55-17-120. Exception to licensing requirements. [Effective on October 15, 2021. See the version 
effective until October 15, 2021.| 

55-17-121. 


Labor rate for warranty repairs or servicing — Dealer’s obligations for preparation, 
delivery, and warranty services related to manufacturer or distributor’s products — 
Compensation of dealer for warranty services. 


ay 


103 VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 55-17-111 


PART 1 
MOTOR VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 


55-17-111. Application for license — Contents — Bond — Report of 
changes. [Effective until October 1, 2021. See the version 
effective on October 1, 2021.] 


(a) The commission shall prescribe and provide forms to be used for 
applications for licenses and for the renewals thereof to be issued under the 
terms and provisions of this part, and require all applicants and their 
enfranchised manufacturers, as a condition precedent to the issuance of a 
license, to provide information touching on and concerning the applicant’s 
character, honesty, integrity, reputation and business relationships and ability 
as the commission may deem necessary; provided, that every application for a 
new dealer’s license shall contain, in addition to any information that the 
commission may require, a statement to the following facts: 

(1) The name and residence address of the applicant and the trade name, 
if any, under which the applicant intends to conduct business; 

(A) Ifthe applicant is a co-partnership, the name and residence address 
of each member thereof, whether a limited or general partner, and the 
name under which the partnership business is to be conducted; 

(B) Ifthe applicant is a corporation, the name of the corporation and the 
name and address of each of its principal officers, directors and all persons 
owning more than five percent (5%) of outstanding shares of stock issued 
by the corporation; 

(2) A complete description, including the city, town, or village with the 
street and number, if any, of the permanent, established place of business 
and other and additional place or places of business as shall be operated and 
maintained by the applicant in conjunction with the permanent, established 
place of business; 

(3) A financial statement prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles by a certified public accountant or public accountant 
dated not earlier than twelve (12) months prior to the date of the application 
and copies of the most current financial information furnished to the 
manufacturer, distributor or their representatives under the terms of any 
franchise agreements; 

(4) The trade name or trade names or line-make or line-makes of the new 
motor vehicle or vehicles that the applicant is or has been franchised to sell 
or exchange and the name or names and address of any manufacturer or 
distributor who has enfranchised the applicant; 

(5) Whether the applicant proposes to sell new or used motor vehicles or 
both; 

(6) Evidence that the motor vehicle dealer applicant is the holder of a 
current business tax license indicating that the applicant’s business is that 
of a motor vehicle dealer; 

(7) Aduly executed service agreement on forms provided by the commis- 
sion with a factory authorized service or repair garage within a reasonable 
distance from the applicant’s established place of business, if the motor 
vehicle dealer applicant does not have facilities at the dealer’s established 
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place of business to service or repair motor vehicles; and 

(8) A statement that the applicant is or applicants are or intend to be 
primarily engaged in business as a motor vehicle dealer and that this 
activity constitutes or will constitute the principal business of the applicant 
or applicants. 

(b) All applications for licenses required to be obtained under this chapter 
shall be verified by oath or affirmation of the applicant or applicants. 

(c) All applications shall be accompanied by the payment of the fee pre- 
scribed by § 55-17-112. In the event that any application is denied or the 
license applied for is not issued, seventy-five percent (75%) of the license fee 
shall be refunded to the applicant or applicants. 

(d) In addition to the requirements enumerated above, each automobile 
auction or branch thereof must submit with its application a corporate surety 
bond in the amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) on forms provided by the 
commission. Every bond shall provide for suit thereon by any person, including 
the state, who has a cause of action under this chapter. Every bond shall also 
provide that no suit may be maintained to enforce any liability on the bond 
unless brought within two (2) years after the event giving rise to the cause of 
action. 

(e) Any change of address, ownership, employment, trade name or line- 
make of motor vehicle a dealer is franchised to handle must be reported to the 
commission within thirty (30) days from the date of the change. A motor vehicle 
dealer will notify the commission of the termination of a salesperson’s 
employment by returning the salesperson’s license. 

(f) When a motor vehicle salesperson desires to change employment from 
one dealer to another, that salesperson must submit such person’s license to 
the commission for endorsement of change of employer and may become a 
salesperson at that person’s new place of employment upon submission of the 
license for endorsement of change of location and payment of any fees due. 

(g)(1) Each application for a license or renewal of a license of a motor vehicle 

dealer shall be accompanied by evidence satisfactory to the commission that 

the dealer has a surety bond in the amount of at least fifty thousand dollars 

($50,000) in force. A letter of credit shall not be satisfactory evidence of a 

surety bond in the required amount. 

(2)(A) The bond is for the benefit of any person who suffers loss because of 

either: 

(i) Nonpayment by the dealer of a retail customer’s prepaid title, 
registration or other related fees or taxes; or 

(ii) The dealer’s failure to deliver in conjunction with the sale of a 
vehicle a valid vehicle title certificate free and clear of any prior owner’s 
interests and all liens except a lien created by or expressly assumed in 
writing by the buyer of the vehicle. 
(B) The aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall in no event 

exceed the amount of this bond. 

(3) In lieu of a corporate surety on the bond required by subdivision (g)(1), 
the commission may allow the dealer to secure the bond by depositing 
collateral in the form of a certificate of deposit, as accepted and authorized 
by the banking laws of this state, that has a face value equal to the amount 
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of the bond. The collateral may be deposited with or executed through any 
authorized state depository designated by the commission. Interest on any 
deposited certificate of deposit shall be payable to the dealer who has 
deposited it as collateral, or to a person as the dealer or the certificate may 
direct. 

(4) No license so issued shall be transferable, and a separate license shall 
be required for each separate place of business and shall be prominently 
displayed in the place of business operated by the person to whom the license 
is issued. 

(5) Any surety is required to provide sixty (60) days’ notice of cancellation 
of the bond or certificate of deposit or letter of credit to the commission. 
(h)(1) All applications for issuance or renewal of a motor vehicle dealer 
license shall contain an attestation that the applicant will comply with each 
of the following requirements: 

(A) The applicant shall maintain the surety bond required by subsec- 
tions (d) and (g), as applicable, in full force and effect during all times that 
the license is active; and 

(B) The applicant shall notify the commission upon a change in owner- 
ship or location of the dealership as required by § 55-17-1138. 

(2) Additionally, all applications for issuance or renewal of a motor vehicle 
dealer license shall contain the following statement, immediately following 
the attestation required by subdivision (h)(1): 

FAILURE TO MAINTAIN A SURETY BOND AS REQUIRED BY 
T.C.A. § 55-17-111, OR NOTIFY THE MOTOR VEHICLE COMMIS- 
SION OF A CHANGE IN THE OWNERSHIP OR LOCATION OF THE 
DEALERSHIP AS REQUIRED BY T.C.A. § 55-17-113, MAY RESULT 
IN THE ASSESSMENT OF A CIVIL PENALTY AND/OR SUSPEN- 
SION OR REVOCATION OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER 
LICENSE. 


History. Boo, Sky Ono, Cle, By Ay aA. S OU-LT LL; 

Acts 1955; sch. 79) §) 4591955, chs °322, §' 1; \-Acts: 1993): ch. /321;°§/1;: 1997,)sch. 101, § 1; 
1959, ch. 25, §§ 4, 6; 1963, ch. 109, §§ 3, 4; 1999, ch. 148, § 1; 2006, ch. 526, § 1; 2008, ch. 
1977, ch: 162,§ 21; 1977, ch.450,;§ 3;1978,ch., 736, §§ 1, 2; 2018, ch. 192, § 1. 


55-17-111. Application for license — Contents — Bond — Report of 
changes. [Effective on October 1, 2021. See the version 
effective until October 1, 2021.] 


(a) The commission shall prescribe and provide forms to be used for 
applications for licenses and for the renewals thereof to be issued under the 
terms and provisions of this part, and require all applicants and their 
enfranchised manufacturers, as a condition precedent to the issuance of a 
license, to provide information touching on and concerning the applicant’s 
character, honesty, integrity, reputation and business relationships and ability 
as the commission may deem necessary; provided, that every application for a 
new dealer’s license shall contain, in addition to any information that the 
commission may require, a statement to the following facts: 

(1) The name and residence address of the applicant and the trade name, 
if any, under which the applicant intends to conduct business; 
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(A) If the applicant is a co-partnership, the name and residence address 
of each member thereof, whether a limited or general partner, and the name 
under which the partnership business is to be conducted; 

(B) If the applicant is a corporation, the name of the corporation and the 
name and address of each of its principal officers, directors and all persons 
owning more than five percent (5%) of outstanding shares of stock issued by 
the corporation; 

(2) A complete description, including the city, town, or ited with the 
street and number, if any, of the permanent, established place of business and 
other and additional place or places of business as shall be operated and 
maintained by the applicant in conjunction with the permanent, established 
place of business; 

(3) A financial statement prepared in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles by a certified public accountant or public accountant 
dated not earlier than twelve (12) months prior to the date of the application 
and copies of the most current financial information furnished to the 
manufacturer, distributor or their representatives under the terms of any 
franchise agreements; 

(4) The trade name or trade names or line-make or line-makes of the new 
motor vehicle or vehicles that the applicant is or has been franchised to sell or 
exchange and the name or names and address of any manufacturer or 
distributor who has enfranchised the applicant; 

(5) Whether the applicant proposes to sell new or used motor vehicles or 
both; 

(6) Evidence that the motor vehicle dealer applicant is the holder of a 
current business tax license indicating that the applicant’s business is that of 
a motor vehicle dealer; 

(7) A duly executed service agreement on forms provided by the commission 
with a factory authorized service or repair garage within a reasonable 
distance from the applicant’s established place of business, if the motor 
vehicle dealer applicant does not have facilities at the dealer’s established 
place of business to service or repair motor vehicles; and 

(8) A statement that the applicant is or applicants are or intend to be 
primarily engaged in business as a motor vehicle dealer and that this activity 
constitutes or will constitute the principal business of the applicant or 
applicants. 

(b) All applications for licenses required to be obtained under this chapter 
shall be verified by oath or affirmation of the applicant or applicants. 

(c) All applications shall be accompanied by the payment of the fee prescribed 
by § 55-17-112. In the event that any application is denied or the license applied 
for is not issued, seventy-five percent (75%) of the license fee shall be refunded 
to the applicant or applicants. 

(dq) In addition to the requirements enumerated above, each automobile 
auction or branch thereof must submit with its application a corporate surety 
bond in the amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) on forms provided by the 
commission. Every bond shall provide for suit thereon by any person, including 
the state, who has a cause of action under this chapter. Every bond shall also 
provide that no suit may be maintained to enforce any liability on the bond 
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unless brought within two (2) years after the event giving rise to the cause of 
action. ‘ 

(e) A dealer must submit a change of address, ownership, employment, trade 
name, or line-make of motor vehicle a dealer is franchised to handle to the 
commission, in writing, within thirty (30) days from the date of the change. A 
dealer must notify the commission of the termination of a salesperson’s 
employment, in writing, within thirty (80) days of the termination. 

(f) If a motor vehicle salesperson desires to change employment from one (1) 
dealer to another, then that salesperson must submit a transfer application to 
the commission. The salesperson may begin employment with another dealer 
upon submitting the transfer application and paying any associated fees. 

(g)(L) Each application for a license or renewal of a license of a motor vehicle 

dealer shall be accompanied by evidence satisfactory to the commission that 

the dealer has a surety bond in the amount of at least fifty thousand dollars 

($50,000) in force. A letter of credit shall not be satisfactory evidence of a 

surety bond in the required amount. 

(2)(A) The bond is for the benefit of any person who suffers loss because of 

either: 

(i) Nonpayment by the dealer of a retail customer’s prepaid title, 
registration or other related fees or taxes; or 

(ii) The dealer’s failure to deliver in conjunction with the sale of a 
vehicle a valid vehicle title certificate free and clear of any prior owner’s 
interests and all liens except a lien created by or expressly assumed in 
writing by the buyer of the vehicle. 

(B) The aggregate liability of the surety to all persons shall in no event 
exceed the amount of this bond. 

(3) In lieu of a corporate surety on the bond required by subdivision (g)(L), 
the commission may allow the dealer to secure the bond by depositing 
collateral in the form of a certificate of deposit, as accepted and authorized by 
the banking laws of this state, that has a face value equal to the amount of the 
bond. The collateral may be deposited with or executed through any autho- 
rized state depository designated by the commission. Interest on any depos- 
ited certificate of deposit shall be payable to the dealer who has deposited it 
as collateral, or to a person as the dealer or the certificate may direct. 

(4) No license so issued shall be transferable, and a separate license shall 
be required for each separate place of business and shall be prominently 
displayed in the place of business operated by the person to whom the license 
is issued. 

(5) Any surety is required to provide sixty (60) days’ notice of cancellation 
of the bond or certificate of deposit or letter of credit to the commission. 
(h)(1) All applications for issuance or renewal of a motor vehicle dealer 
license shall contain an attestation that the applicant will comply with each 
of the following requirements: 

(A) The applicant shall maintain the surety bond required by subsec- 
tions (d) and (g), as applicable, in full force and effect during all times that 
the license is active; and 

(B) The applicant shall notify the commission upon a change in owner- 
ship or location of the dealership as required by § 55-17-1138. 
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(2) Additionally, all applications for issuance or renewal of a motor vehicle 
dealer license shall contain the following statement, immediately following 
the attestation required by subdivision (h)(1): 

FAILURE TO MAINTAIN A SURETY BOND AS REQUIRED BY 
T.C.A. § 55-17-111, OR NOTIFY THE MOTOR VEHICLE COMMIS.- 
SION OF A CHANGE IN THE OWNERSHIP OR LOCATION OF THE 
DEALERSHIP AS REQUIRED BY T.C.A. § 55-17-113, MAY RESULT 
IN THE ASSESSMENT OF A CIVIL PENALTY AND/OR SUSPEN- 
SION OR REVOCATION OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER 


LICENSE. 


History. 

Acts’ 1955, ‘ch. 79; § 43° 1955, ch. 322, § 1; 
1959, ch. 25, §§ 4, 6; 1963, ch. 109, §§ 3, 4; 
1977: ch. 162, $, 21: 1977, ch. 4503 $, 371978,,ch. 
885,°$ 2 1979 sen. 2,8 tay EGA § 59-1711: 
Acts 1993, ch. 321, § 1; 1997, ch. 101, § 1; 
1999, ch. 148, § 1; 2006, ch. 526, § 1; 2008, ch. 
796, $8 1,2: 2013, chad92, $.1;.2021 ch, 549, 
ar 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment rewrote (e) and (f) 
which read: “(e) Any change of address, owner- 
-ship, employment, trade name or line-make of 
motor vehicle a dealer is franchised to handle 
must be reported to the commission within 
thirty (30) days from the date of the change. A 


motor vehicle dealer will notify the commission 
of the termination of a salesperson’s employ- 
ment by returning the salesperson’s license. 

“(f) When a motor vehicle salesperson desires 
to change employment from one dealer to an- 
other, that salesperson must submit such per- 
son’s license to the commission for endorsement 
of change of employer and may become a sales- 
person at that person’s new place of employ- 
ment upon submission of the license for en- 
dorsement of change of location and payment of 
any fees due.” 


Effective Dates. 

Acts 2021, ch. 549, § 40. October 1, 2021; 
provided that for the purpose of promulgating 
rules, the act took effect May 26, 2021. 


55-17-114. Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of license. 
[Effective until October 1, 2021. See the version effective 


on October 1, 2021.] 


(a)(1) The commission may deny any application for a license or revoke or 
suspend any license after it has been issued upon finding that: 
(A) The applicant or license holder was previously the holder of a 


license issued under this part or part 4 of this chapter, which license was 
revoked for cause and never reissued by the commission, or which license 
was suspended for cause and the terms of suspension have not been 
fulfilled; 

(B) The applicant or license holder was previously a partner, stock- 
holder, director or officer controlling or managing a partnership or 
corporation whose license issued under this part or part 4 of this chapter 
was revoked for cause and never reissued or was suspended for cause and 
the terms of the suspension have not been terminated; 

(C) The licensee or applicant has been convicted of a crime of moral 
turpitude and fewer than five (5) years have passed since the licensee or 
applicant has completed serving the licensee’s or applicant’s sentence, 
including parole or probation, whichever is later; 

(D) The applicant or license holder has filed an application for a license 
that as of its effective date was incomplete in any material respect or 
contained any statement that was, in light of the circumstances under 
which it was made, false or misleading with respect to any material fact; 





109 VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 59-17-114 


(EK) The applicant or license holder has willfully and continually failed 
to pay the proper application or lieense fee; 

(F) The applicant or license holder has practiced fraud in the conduct of 
business; or 

(G)()(a) The license holder has failed to return to a customer any parts 

that were removed from the motor vehicle and replaced during the 
process of repair if the customer, at the time repair work was 
authorized, requested return of the parts; provided, that any part 
retained by the license holder as part of a trade-in agreement or core 
charge agreement for a reconditioned part need not be returned to the 
customer unless the customer agrees to pay the license holder the 
additional core charge or other trade-in fee; and provided further, that 
any part required to be returned to a manufacturer or distributor 
under a warranty agreement or any part required by any federal or 
state statute, rule or regulation or local ordinance to be disposed of by 
the license holder need not be returned to the customer; or 
(b) The license holder has failed to permit inspection of any parts 
retained by the license holder if the customer, at the time repair work 
was authorized, expressed the customer’s desire to inspect the parts; 
provided, that if, after inspection, the customer requests return of the 
parts, the restrictions set forth in subdivision (a)(1)(G)(i)(@a) shall 
apply; 
(ii)(a) The license holder has failed to post in a prominent location 
notice of this subdivision (a)(1)(G); or 
(6) The license holder has failed to print on the repair contract 
notice of this subdivision (a)(1)(G); or 
Gii) The license holder need not retain any parts not returned to the 
customer after the motor vehicle has been returned to the customer. 
(2) The commission shall promulgate a rule to provide that consumer 
information regarding chapter 24 of this title will be made available to their 
customers. 
(b)(1) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license or revoke or suspend the license of a 
motor vehicle dealer or salesperson who: 

(A) Has required the purchaser of a motor vehicle as a condition of sale 
and delivery thereof to also purchase special features, appliances, acces- 
sories or equipment not desired or requested by the purchaser, unless the 
features, appliances, accessories or equipment are the type that are 
ordinarily installed on the vehicle by the manufacturer or distributor 
when the vehicle is received or acquired by the dealer; 

-(B) Has represented or sold as a new or unused motor vehicle any 
vehicle that has been operated for demonstration purposes or that is 
otherwise a used motor vehicle; 

(C) Has sold or offered for sale as a new or unused motor vehicle any 
motor vehicle for which the dealer or salesperson cannot secure for the 
purchaser of the motor vehicle such new car warranty as may be extended 
by the manufacturer of the vehicle to purchasers of one (1) of its new 
vehicles, unless the fact that the vehicle is being sold without a manufac- 
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turer’s warranty is communicated to the purchaser and disclosed promi- 
nently in writing on the bill of sale; 

(D) Has no established place of business that is used or will be used 
primarily for the purpose of selling, buying, displaying, repairing or 
servicing motor vehicles; 

(E) Resorts to or uses false or misleading representations in connection 
with that person’s business as a motor vehicle dealer or salesperson; 
provided, that dealers are specifically authorized to charge a document 
preparation fee, processing fee or servicing fee in addition to the sales 
price of the motor vehicle and these fees shall not be deemed to be a false 
or misleading representation made in connection with the sale of a motor 
vehicle, nor a violation of the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 1977, 
compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 1; and provided further, that the 
amount of these fees is separately stated and clearly and conspicuously 
disclosed on the face of the sales contract or buyer’s invoice prior to the 
buyer’s execution thereof. For purposes of this subdivision (b)(1)(E), the 
disclosure shall be deemed to be “conspicuous” if it is listed on the contract 
or invoice in the same place and manner and in type face no smaller or less 
obvious than the other type face used therein with respect to other charges 
listed, and shall be deemed to be “clear” if it states that the charge is a fee 
for “document preparation,” “processing” or “servicing” or language or 
abbreviations to the same or a similar effect. The authorization provided 
by this subdivision (b)(1)(E) shall not apply if the dealer represents to the 
buyer that the fee is required by or will be paid to any governmental 
agency or entity; 

(F) Gives false or fictitious names or addresses for the purpose of 
registering the sale of a motor vehicle or who makes application for the 
registration of a motor vehicle in the name of any person other than the 
true owner; 

(G) Employs any person who has not been licensed as a salesperson 
pursuant to this part; 

(H) Fails to reasonably supervise agents, salespersons or employees; 

(I) Uses or permits the use of special license plates assigned to that 
person for any purpose other than those permitted by law; 

(J) Disconnects, turns back or resets the odometer of any motor vehicle 
in violation of state or federal law, except as provided for in § 39-14- 
132(b); 

(K) Commits any act or practice involving the purchase, sale, repair or 
servicing of a motor vehicle or the parts or accessories of a motor vehicle, 
that, in the opinion of the commission, is false, fraudulent or deceptive; 

(L) Increases the price of a new motor vehicle to a retail customer after 
the dealer has accepted an order of purchase or a contract from a buyer, 
except that a trade-in vehicle may be reappraised if it subsequently 
suffered damage, or parts or accessories have been removed. Price differ- 
ences applicable to new models or a new series of motor vehicles at the 
time of the introduction of new models or new series shall not be 
considered a price increase or price decrease; 
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(M) Possesses any certificate of title that is not a closed title, unless the 
motor vehicle dealer maintains an executed consignment form developed 
by the commission on each motor vehicle that does not have a closed title; 

(N) Issues more temporary plates than allowed by law or fails to 
maintain a record of the issuance of temporary plates; 

(O) Engaged in curbstoning, as defined in § 55-16-103; 

(P) Prior to a motor vehicle being subject to a public automobile auction, 
the public automobile auctioneer shall verify that the motor vehicle has a 
clean and unencumbered title, by obtaining a valid motor vehicle title 
history from the department of revenue or if the motor vehicle is registered 
in a state other than this state, the appropriate titling agency in the other 
state; 

(Q) All public automobile auctions must take place at the established 
place of business listed on the motor vehicle dealer license; 

(R) The public automobile auction shall not sell new or unused motor 
vehicles or vehicles with a manufacturer’s statement of origin; 

(S) The public automobile auctioneer shall take possession of and retain 
title to each motor vehicle offered for sale at the auction. If the sale is 
finalized on a motor vehicle, the owner of the vehicle shall sign the title 
over to the public automobile auctioneer who shall then sign the title over 
to and deliver the title to the buyer on the date of the sale. If a sale of the 
vehicle is not made, then the unsigned title shall be returned to the owner 
of the vehicle who offered the vehicle for sale at the auction. At all times, 
the public automobile auction shall be deemed the seller of the motor 
vehicle with the same duties and responsibilities as other licensed motor 
vehicle dealers; or 

(T) Fails to maintain a record of a customer’s motor vehicle liability 
insurance coverage or other proof of financial responsibility for any 
customer who is issued a temporary plate by a motor vehicle dealer who 
finances the sale of used motor vehicles and retains the title to such 
vehicles. The record shall be maintained in the same manner or for the 
same period of time as the record of issuance of temporary plates described 
in subdivision (b)(1)(N). 

(2) Whenever any licensee pleads guilty or is convicted of the offense of 
odometer tampering or any other criminal offense involving moral turpitude, 
the licensee must within sixty (60) days so notify the commission and must 
provide the commission with certified copies of the conviction. The licensee’s 
license shall automatically be revoked sixty (60) days after the guilty plea or 
conviction unless, during the sixty-day period, the licensee makes a written 
request to the commission for a hearing. Following the hearing, the commis- 
sion in its discretion may impose upon the licensee any sanction permitted 
by this part. 

(3) A motor vehicle dealer shall pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on 
the trade-in vehicle within thirty (30) days after the dealer has received 
actual payment on the financing contract for the new motor vehicle 
purchase. 

(4)(A) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the commission may 

revoke or suspend the license of or levy a civil penalty against any motor 

vehicle dealer who, in a motor vehicle transaction that is conditioned upon 
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final funding to the dealer by a third-party financial institution, fails to: 
(i) Provide in writing to the customer the conditional delivery agree- 
ment set forth in subdivision (b)(4)(D); 
(ii) Retain possession of any vehicle used by the consumer as consid- 
eration, commonly known as a trade-in vehicle, until the dealer has 
received funding from the financial institution; 
(iii) Allow the consumer to void the motor vehicle transaction if any of 
the terms of the transaction change after the consumer has approved 
and accepted the terms; or 
(iv) Pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on the trade-in vehicle 
within thirty (30) days after the dealer has received funding from the 
financial institution on the financing contract for the new purchase. 
(B) As used in this subdivision (b)(4), “funding” means actual payment 
to the dealer by the financial institution purchasing the financing contract 
or lease. 

(C) Compliance with subdivisions (b)(4)(A) and (B) may not be waived 
by any consumer. 

(D) The form of the conditional delivery agreement shall be as follows: 


CONDITIONAL DELIVERY AGREEMENT 
THIS TRANSACTION IS NOT FINAL 

YEAR: MAKE: MODEL: VIN#: _ 

I understand that I am taking possession of this vehicle prior to approval 
from a financial institution and that this transaction is conditioned upon 
final approval by a lender and funding to the Dealer. I further understand 
that by taking possession of this vehicle I have agreed to its purchase at the 
price agreed upon with the Dealer as shown on the financing contract. 

I give the Dealer authorization to investigate my credit and place the 
financing contract with the lender of their choosing. I understand that if the 
Dealer is unable to obtain final funding of the financing contract within 

(____) business days, or if I am unable to 
obtain financing of my own within 24 hours after notification from the Dealer 
that the financing contract has been denied, | will be required to return the 
vehicle to the Dealer. I agree that if I do not promptly return the vehicle that 
the Dealer may repossess the vehicle from me wherever it may be found. If 
a lender requires additional conditions from me before accepting the 
contract, I will use my best efforts to immediately comply with such 
conditions. If I do not meet or agree to accept any additional conditions or 
terms, this purchase and the financing contract will be void. 

I agree that the Dealer has the right to rely on any representation made 
by me in connection with the purchase contract and the financing contract, 
including information I provided on the credit application. In the event any 
representations are incorrect or false, the Dealer has the right to cancel the 
purchase and the financing contract immediately. 

I understand that I am liable for any personal injuries and physical 
damage that might occur to the vehicle or to other persons or property due 
to my operation of the vehicle, including any fines charged against the 
vehicle, even in the event that I am required to return the vehicle. I agree to 
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indemnify the Dealer against such losses. In addition, I have provided 
evidence of collision/comprehensive and liability insurance which will cover 
any damage which might occur to the vehicle or other property or persons 
during my operation of the vehicle. Until this is final, I am responsible for 
any payments due or to come due on my trade-in vehicle. 

Dealer: (Type in or stamp dealer name) 


Customer(s) 
Print Name 
Date 


(c) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license, or revoke or suspend the license of a 
manufacturer, distributor, distributor branch, factory branch or officer, agent 
or other representative thereof who has: 

(1) Refused to deliver to any motor vehicle dealer having a franchise or 
contractual arrangement for the retail sale of new and unused motor 
vehicles sold or distributed by the manufacturer, distributor, distributor 
branch or factory branch any motor vehicle publicly advertised for immedi- 
ate delivery within sixty (60) days after the dealer’s order has been received; 

(2) Sold or offered for sale to a franchised dealer any supplies, material, or 
other things of value at the time of and as a part of the negotiations for a new 
or renewal franchise or contract renewing or extending for an additional 
period of time the dealer’s franchise agreement, regardless of whether the 
sale or offer of sale shall be made a prerequisite to the renewal of a franchise 
agreement or not; 

(3) Unfairly or without due regard to the equities or without just provo- 
cation cancelled or failed to renew the franchise or selling agreement of a 
motor vehicle dealer; 

(4) Entered into a franchise agreement with a dealer who does not have, 
or is not able to provide, proper facilities to provide the services to the 
purchasers of new motor vehicles that are guaranteed by the new car 
warranties issued by the manufacturer; 

(5) Prevented or required, or attempted to prevent or require, by contract 
or otherwise, any change in the capital structure of the dealership or the 
means by or through which the dealer finances the operation of the 
dealership; provided, that the dealer at all times meets any reasonable 
capital standards agreed to by the dealer and the manufacturer or distribu- 
tor; and provided further, that no change in capital structure shall cause a 
change in the principal management or have the effect of a sale of the 
franchise without the consent of the manufacturer or distributor; 

(6) Prevented or required, or has attempted to prevent or require, a dealer 
to change the executive management of the dealership, other than the 
principal dealership operator or operators, if the franchise was granted to 
the dealer in reliance upon the personal qualifications of the person or 
persons; 
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(7) Prevented or required, or has attempted to prevent or require, by 
contract or otherwise, any dealer, or any officer, partner, or stockholder of 
any dealership, the sale or transfer of any part of the interest of any of them 
to any other person or persons. No dealer, officer, partner, or stockholder, 
however, has the right to sell, transfer, or assign the franchise, or any right 
thereunder, without the consent of the manufacturer or distributor, except 
that the consent shall not be unreasonably withheld; 

(8) Prevented, or has attempted to prevent, a dealer from receiving fair 
and reasonable compensation for the value of the franchise business. There 
shall be no transfer or assignment of the dealer’s franchise without the 
consent of the manufacturer or distributor, which consent shall not be 
unreasonably withheld; 

(9) Obtained money, goods, service, or any other benefit from any other 
person with whom the dealer does business, on account of, or in relation to, 
the transaction between the dealer and such other person, other than for 
compensation for services rendered, unless the benefit is promptly accounted 
for, and transmitted to the dealer; 

(10) Required a dealer to prospectively assent to a release, assignment, 
novation, waiver, or estoppel that would relieve any person from liability to 
be imposed by this part, or has required any controversy between a dealer 
and manufacturer, distributor, or its representative, to be referred to any 
person other than the commission if the referral would be binding on the 
dealer. This subdivision (c)(10) shall not, however, prohibit arbitration before 
an independent arbitrator or the commencement of any legal action; 

(11) Increased prices of motor vehicles that the dealer has ordered but not 
delivered for private retail customers prior to the dealer’s receipt of the 
written official price increase notification. A sales contract by a private retail 
customer shall constitute evidence of each such order. In the event of 
manufacturer price reductions, the amount of any reduction received by a 
dealer shall be passed on to the private retail customer by the dealer, if the 
retail price was negotiated on the basis of the previous higher price to the 
dealer. Price reduction shall apply to all vehicles in the dealer’s inventory 
that are subject to the price reduction. Price differences applicable to new 
models or a new series of motor vehicles at the time of the introduction of 
new models or new series shall not be considered a price increase or price 
decrease. Price changes caused by either: 

(A) The addition to a motor vehicle of required or optional equipment 
pursuant to state or federal law; or 
(B) Revaluation of the United States dollar in the case of foreign-make 
vehicles; 
shall not be subject to this subsection (c); 

(12) Failed to pay a dealer, within a reasonable time following receipt of a 
valid claim by a dealer thereof, any payment agreed to be made by the 
manufacturer or distributor to the dealer by reason of the fact that a new 
vehicle of a prior year model is in the dealer’s inventory at the time of 
introduction of new model vehicles; 
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(13) Denied or attempted to deny the surviving spouse or heirs designated 
by a deceased owner of a dealership, the opportunity to participate in the 
ownership of the dealership or a successor dealership under a valid franchise 
after the death of the owner, unless there are reasonable grounds for the 
denial; 

(14) Offered any refunds or other types of inducements to any person for 
the purchase of new motor vehicles of a certain line-make to be sold to the 
state or any political subdivision thereof or to any other person without 
making the same offer to all other dealers in the same line-make within the 
state; 

(15) Employed any person as a representative who has not been licensed 
pursuant to this part; 

(16) Denied any dealer the right of free association with any other dealer 
for any lawful purpose; 

(17) Competed with a dealer in the same line-make operating under an 
agreement or franchise from a manufacturer or distributor in the relevant 
market area. Amanufacturer or distributor shall not, however, be deemed to 
be competing when operating a dealership either temporarily for a reason- 
able period of time, or when operating a bona fide retail operation that is for 
sale to any qualified independent person at a fair and reasonable price, or 
when there is a bona fide relationship in which an independent person has 
made a sufficient investment subject to loss in the dealership and can 
reasonably expect to acquire full ownership of subject dealership on reason- 
able terms and conditions. An exclusive motor truck manufacturer, when 
selling vehicles having a gross vehicle weight over six thousand (6,000) 
pounds, shall not be deemed to be competing when operating a dealership 
that sells motor trucks at retail if, for at least six (6) years prior to January 
1, 1977, the manufacturer has continuously so operated the dealership; 

(18) Unfairly discriminated among its franchisees with the respect to 
warranty reimbursement or authority granted its franchisees to make 
warranty adjustments with retail customers; 

(19) Sold motor vehicles to persons not licensed under this part as motor 
vehicle dealers, except as provided in § 55-17-102(1)(C); 

(20) Granted a competitive franchise in the relevant market area previ- 
ously granted to another motor vehicle dealer. “Relevant market area,” as 
used in this subdivision (c)(20), means that area as described or defined in 
the then existing franchise or dealership of any dealer or dealers; provided, 
that if the manufacturer wishes to grant a franchise to an independent 
dealer, or to grant an interest in a new dealership to an independent person 
in a bona fide relationship in which the person has made a sufficient 
investment subject to loss in the dealership, and can reasonably expect to 
acquire full ownership of the dealership on reasonable terms and conditions, 
then the manufacturer shall give written notice to the existing dealer or 
dealers in the area, and the matter shall be submitted to the commission for 
final and binding action under the principles herein prescribed for a 
determination of the relevant market area, the adequacy of the servicing of 
the area by the existing dealer or dealers and the propriety of the granting 
of additional dealerships. The complaint, whether filed by an existing dealer 
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or upon motion of the commission, shall be filed within thirty (30) days of the 

receipt by affected dealers of notice as required herein, and if no protests are 

filed, the manufacturer may proceed to grant the additional franchise; 

(21) Committed any other act prejudicial to the dealer by threatening to 
cancel the franchise or any contractual agreement existing between the 
dealer and the manufacturer, manufacturer branch, distributor, or distribu- 
tor branch. Written notice in good faith to any dealer of the dealer’s 
violations of any terms or provisions of the franchise or contractual agree- 
ment shall not constitute a violation of this subsection (c); 

(22) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to accept 
delivery of any motor vehicle or motor vehicles, appliances, equipment, 
parts, tools or accessories therefor, or any other commodity or commodities 
that have not been voluntarily ordered by the dealer; 

(23) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to contribute 
or pay money or anything of value into any cooperative or other advertising 
program or fund; 

(24) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to engage in 
any business pursuit that is not directly related to the sale of motor vehicles 
as defined by the commission; or 

(25) Forced, coerced or otherwise required a franchisee to use recondi- 
tioned parts in warranty repairs without disclosing such to the owner or 
lessee. 

(d) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license or revoke or suspend the license of an 
automobile auction or agent thereof who has: 

(1) If acting as an automobile auction as defined in § 55-17-102(1)(A), 
willfully permitted any person or persons to buy, sell, exchange or in any 
other manner participate in automobile auction sales without first deter- 
mining that the person or persons are duly licensed motor vehicle dealers or 
duly authorized agents licensed either under this part or under a similar act 
of another state, unless a motor vehicle dealer license is not required by law; 

(2) Failed to provide and make available for inspection to the commission 
or its agents, all books, records and other memoranda of all transactions, 
transfers or sales of motor vehicles that take place during the course of 
business; 

(3) Engaged in the business of an automobile auction or agent without 
posting the bond required by law; or 

(4) If acting as an automobile auction as defined in § 55-17-102(1)(B), sold 
motor vehicles on consignment without showing on the title that the motor 
vehicle was purchased directly from the auction and not from a third party. 
(e) The commission may revoke or suspend any license that the commission 

has issued upon finding that the licensee has not maintained any of the 
requirements for issuance of such license. 


- —- 
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55-17-114. Grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of license. 
[Effective on October 1, 2021. See the version effective 
until October 1, 2021.] 


(a)(1) The commission may deny any application for a license or revoke or 
suspend any license after it has been issued upon finding that: 

(A) The applicant or license holder was previously the holder of a license 
issued under this part or part 4 of this chapter, which license was revoked 
for cause and never reissued by the commission, or which license was 
suspended for cause and the terms of suspension have not been fulfilled; 

(B) The applicant or license holder was previously a partner, stock- 
holder, director or officer controlling or managing a partnership or corpo- 
ration whose license issued under this part or part 4 of this chapter was 
revoked for cause and never reissued or was suspended for cause and the 
terms of the suspension have not been terminated; 

(C) The licensee or applicant has been convicted of a crime of moral 
turpitude and fewer than five (5) years have passed since the licensee or 
applicant has completed serving the licensee’s or applicant’s sentence, 
including parole or probation, whichever is later; 

(D) The applicant or license holder has filed an application for a license 
that as of its effective date was incomplete in any material respect or 
contained any statement that was, in light of the circumstances under 
which it was made, false or misleading with respect to any material fact; 

(E) The applicant or license holder has willfully and continually failed 
to pay the proper application or license fee; 

(F) The applicant or license holder has practiced fraud in the conduct of 
business; 

(G)((a) The license holder has failed to return to a customer any parts 
that were removed from the motor vehicle and replaced during the 
process of repair if the customer, at the time repair work was autho- 
rized, requested return of the parts; provided, that any part retained by 
the license holder as part of a trade-in agreement or core charge 
agreement for a reconditioned part need not be returned to the 

~ customer unless the customer agrees to pay the license holder the 
additional core charge or other trade-in fee; and provided further, that 
any part required to be returned to a manufacturer or distributor 
under a warranty agreement or any part required by any federal or 
state statute, rule or regulation or local ordinance to be disposed of by 
the license holder need not be returned to the customer; or 

(b) The license holder has failed to permit inspection of any parts 
retained by the license holder if the customer, at the time repair work 
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was authorized, expressed the customer’s desire to inspect the parts; 
provided, that if, after inspection, the customer requests return of the 
parts, the restrictions set forth in subdivision (a)(1)(G)()(a) shall 
apply; 
(ii)(a) The license holder has failed to post in a prominent location 
notice of this subdivision (a)(1)(G); or 

(b) The license holder has failed to print on the repair contract 
notice of this subdivision (a)(1)(G); or 
(iti) The license holder need not retain any parts not returned to the 

customer after the motor vehicle has been returned to the customer; or 

(H) The applicant or license holder has failed to make available for 
inspection to the commission or its agents all books, records, and other 
memoranda of all transactions, transfers, or sales of motor vehicles; 

(2) The commission shall promulgate a rule to provide that consumer 
information regarding chapter 24 of this title will be made available to their 
customers. 

(b)(LD) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license or revoke or suspend the license of a 
motor vehicle dealer or salesperson who: 

(A) Has required the purchaser of a motor vehicle as a condition of sale 
and delivery thereof to also purchase special features, appliances, accesso- 
ries or equipment not desired or requested by the purchaser, unless the 
features, appliances, accessories or equipment are the type that are ordi- 
narily installed on the vehicle by the manufacturer or distributor when the 
vehicle is received or acquired by the dealer; 

(B) Has represented or sold as a new or unused motor vehicle any vehicle 
that has been operated for demonstration purposes or that is otherwise a 
used motor vehicle; 

(C) Has sold or offered for sale as a new or unused motor vehicle any 
motor vehicle for which the dealer or salesperson cannot secure for the 
purchaser of the motor vehicle such new car warranty as may be extended 
by the manufacturer of the vehicle to purchasers of one (1) of its new 
vehicles, unless the fact that the vehicle is being sold without a manufac- 
turer's warranty is communicated to the purchaser and disclosed promi- 
nently in writing on the bill of sale; 

(D) Has no established place of business that is used or will be used 
primarily for the purpose of selling, buying, displaying, repairing or 
servicing motor vehicles; 

(E) Resorts to or uses false or misleading representations in connection 
with that person’s business as a motor vehicle dealer or salesperson; 
provided, that dealers are specifically authorized to charge a document 
preparation fee, processing fee or servicing fee in addition to the sales price 
of the motor vehicle and these fees shall not be deemed to be a false or 
misleading representation made in connection with the sale of a motor 
vehicle, nor a violation of the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 1977, 
compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 1; and provided further, that the 
amount of these fees is separately stated and clearly and conspicuously 
disclosed on the face of the sales contract or buyer’s invoice prior to the 
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buyer's execution thereof. For purposes of this subdivision (b)(1)(E), the 
disclosure shall be deemed to be “conspicuous” if it is listed on the contract 
or invoice in the same place and manner and in type face no smaller or less 
obvious than the other type face used therein with respect to other charges 
listed, and shall be deemed to be “clear” if it states that the charge is a fee 
for “document preparation,” “processing” or “servicing” or language or 
abbreviations to the same or a similar effect. The authorization provided by 
this subdivision (b)(1)(E) shall not apply if the dealer represents to the 
buyer that the fee is required by or will be paid to any governmental agency 
or entity; 

(F) Gives false or fictitious names or addresses for the purpose of 
registering the sale of a motor vehicle or who makes application for the 
registration of a motor vehicle in the name of any person other than the true 
owner; 

(G) Employs any person who has not been licensed as a salesperson 
pursuant to this part; 

(H) Fails to reasonably supervise agents, salespersons or employees; 

(I) Uses or permits the use of special license plates assigned to that 
person for any purpose other than those permitted by lau; 

(J) Disconnects, turns back or resets the odometer of any motor vehicle in 
violation of state or federal law, except as provided for in § 39-14-132(b); 

(K) Commits any act or practice involving the purchase, sale, repair or 
servicing of a motor vehicle or the parts or accessories of a motor vehicle, 
that, in the opinion of the commission, is false, fraudulent or deceptive; 

(L) Increases the price of a new motor vehicle to a retail customer after 
the dealer has accepted an order of purchase or a contract from a buyer, 
except that a trade-in vehicle may be reappraised if it subsequently suffered 
damage, or parts or accessories have been removed. Price differences 
applicable to new models or a new series of motor vehicles at the time of the 
introduction of new models or new series shall not be considered a price 
increase or price decrease; 

(M) Possesses any certificate of title that is not a closed title, unless the 
motor vehicle dealer maintains an executed consignment form developed by 
the commission on each motor vehicle that does not have a closed title; 

(N) Issues more temporary plates than allowed by law or fails to 
maintain a record of the issuance of temporary plates; 

(O) Engaged in curbstoning, as defined in § 55-16-1083; 

(P) Prior to a motor vehicle being subject to a public automobile auction, 
the public automobile auctioneer shall verify that the motor vehicle has a 
clean and unencumbered title, by obtaining a valid motor vehicle title 
history from the department of revenue or if the motor vehicle is registered 
in a state other than this state, the appropriate titling agency in the other 
state; 

(Q) All public automobile auctions must take place at the established 
place of business listed on the motor vehicle dealer license; 

(R) The public automobile auction shall not sell new or unused motor 
vehicles or vehicles with a manufacturer’s statement of origin; 

(S) The public automobile auctioneer shall take possession of and retain 
title to each motor vehicle offered for sale at the auction. If the sale is 
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finalized on a motor vehicle, the owner of the vehicle shall sign the title over 
to the public automobile auctioneer who shall then sign the title over to and 
deliver the title to the buyer on the date of the sale. If a sale of the vehicle 
is not made, then the unsigned title shall be returned to the owner of the 
vehicle who offered the vehicle for sale at the auction. At all times, the 
public automobile auction shall be deemed the seller of the motor vehicle 
with the same duties and responsibilities as other licensed motor vehicle 
dealers; or 

(T) Fails to maintain a record of a customer’s motor vehicle liability 
insurance coverage or other proof of financial responsibility for any 
customer who is issued a temporary plate by a motor vehicle dealer who 
finances the sale of used motor vehicles and retains the title to such 
vehicles. The record shall be maintained in the same manner or for the 
same period of time as the record of issuance of temporary plates described 
in subdivision (b)(1)(N). 

(2) Whenever any licensee pleads guilty or is convicted of the offense of 
odometer tampering or any other criminal offense involving moral turpitude, 
the licensee must within sixty (60) days so notify the commission and must 
provide the commission with certified copies of the conviction. The licensee’s 
license shall automatically be revoked sixty (60) days after the guilty plea or 
conviction unless, during the sixty-day period, the licensee makes a written 
request to the commission for a hearing. Following the hearing, the commis- 
sion in its discretion may impose upon the licensee any sanction permitted by 
this part. 

(3) A motor vehicle dealer shall pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on the 
trade-in vehicle within thirty (30) days after the dealer has received actual 
payment on the financing contract for the new motor vehicle purchase. 

(4)(A) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the commission may revoke 

or suspend the license of or levy a civil penalty against any motor vehicle 

dealer who, in a motor vehicle transaction that is conditioned upon final 
funding to the dealer by a third-party financial institution, fails to: 

(i) Provide in writing to the customer the conditional delivery agree- 
ment set forth in subdivision (b)(4)(D); 

(ii) Retain possession of any vehicle used by the consumer as consid- 
eration, commonly known as a trade-in vehicle, until the dealer has 
received funding from the financial institution; 

(iit) Allow the consumer to void the motor vehicle transaction if any of 
the terms of the transaction change after the consumer has approved and 
accepted the terms; or 

(iv) Pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on the trade-in vehicle 
within thirty (30) days after the dealer has received funding from the 
financial institution on the financing contract for the new purchase. 

(B) As used in this subdivision (b)(4), “funding” means actual payment 
to the dealer by the financial institution purchasing the financing contract 
or lease. 

(C) Compliance with subdivisions (b)(4)(A) and (B) may not be waived 
by any consumer. 

(D) The form of the conditional delivery agreement shall be as follows: 


Ps 
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CONDITIONAL DELIVERY AGREEMENT 
THIS TRANSACTION IS NOT FINAL 

YEAR: MAKE: MODEL: VIN#: 

I understand that I am taking possession of this vehicle prior to approval 
from a financial institution and that this transaction is conditioned upon 
final approval by a lender and funding to the Dealer. I further understand 
that by taking possession of this vehicle I have agreed to its purchase at the 
price agreed upon with the Dealer as shown on the financing contract. 

I give the Dealer authorization to investigate my credit and place the 
financing contract with the lender of their choosing. I understand that if the 
Dealer is unable to obtain final funding of the financing contract within 

(___) business days, or if I am unable to 
obtain financing of my own within 24 hours after notification from the Dealer 
that the financing contract has been denied, I will be required to return the 
vehicle to the Dealer. I agree that if I do not promptly return the vehicle that 
the Dealer may repossess the vehicle from me wherever it may be found. If 
a lender requires additional conditions from me before accepting the 
contract, I will use my best efforts to immediately comply with such 
conditions. If I do not meet or agree to accept any additional conditions or 
terms, this purchase and the financing contract will be void. 

I agree that the Dealer has the right to rely on any representation made 
by me in connection with the purchase contract and the financing contract, 
including information I provided on the credit application. In the event any 
representations are incorrect or false, the Dealer has the right to cancel the 
purchase and the financing contract immediately. 

I understand that I am liable for any personal injuries and physical 
damage that might occur to the vehicle or to other persons or property due 
to my operation of the vehicle, including any fines charged against the 
vehicle, even in the event that I am required to return the vehicle. I agree to 
indemnify the Dealer against such losses. In addition, I have provided 
evidence of collision/comprehensive and liability insurance which will cover 
any damage which might occur to the vehicle or other property or persons 
during my operation of the vehicle. Until this is final, I am responsible for 
any payments due or to come due on my trade-in vehicle. 

Dealer: (Type in or stamp dealer name) 


Customer(s) 
Print Name 
Date 


(c) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license, or revoke or suspend the license of a 
manufacturer, distributor, distributor branch, factory branch or officer, agent or 
other representative thereof who has: 

(1) Refused to deliver to any motor vehicle dealer having a franchise or 
contractual arrangement for the retail sale of new and unused motor vehicles 
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sold or distributed by the manufacturer, distributor, distributor branch or 
factory branch any motor vehicle publicly advertised for immediate delivery 
within sixty (60) days after the dealer’s order has been received; 

(2) Sold or offered for sale to a franchised dealer any supplies, material, or 
other things of value at the time of and as a part of the negotiations for a new 
or renewal franchise or contract renewing or extending for an additional 
period of time the dealer’s franchise agreement, regardless of whether the sale 
or offer of sale shall be made a prerequisite to the renewal of a franchise 
agreement or not; 

(3) Unfairly or without due regard to the equities or without just provoca- 
tion cancelled or failed to renew the franchise or selling agreement of a motor 
vehicle dealer; 

(4) Entered into a franchise agreement with a dealer who does not have, or 
is not able to provide, proper facilities to provide the services to the purchasers 
of new motor vehicles that are guaranteed by the new car warranties issued 
by the manufacturer; 

(5) Prevented or required, or attempted to prevent or require, by contract or 
otherwise, any change in the capital structure of the dealership or the means 
by or through which the dealer finances the operation of the dealership; 
provided, that the dealer at all times meets any reasonable capital standards 
agreed to by the dealer and the manufacturer or distributor; and provided 
further, that no change in capital structure shall cause a change in the 
principal management or have the effect of a sale of the franchise without the 
consent of the manufacturer or distributor; 

(6) Prevented or required, or has attempted to prevent or require, a dealer 
to change the executive management of the dealership, other than the 
principal dealership operator or operators, if the franchise was granted to the 
dealer in reliance upon the personal qualifications of the person or persons; 

(7) Prevented or required, or has attempted to prevent or require, by 
contract or otherwise, any dealer, or any officer, partner, or stockholder of any 
dealership, the sale or transfer of any part of the interest of any of them to any 
other person or persons. No dealer, officer, partner, or stockholder, however, 
has the right to sell, transfer, or assign the franchise, or any right thereunder, 
without the consent of the manufacturer or distributor, except that the consent 
shall not be unreasonably withheld; 

(8) Prevented, or has attempted to prevent, a dealer from receiving fair and 
reasonable compensation for the value of the franchise business. There shall 
be no transfer or assignment of the dealer’s franchise without the consent of 
the manufacturer or distributor, which consent shall not be unreasonably 
withheld; 

(9) Obtained money, goods, service, or any other benefit from any other 
person with whom the dealer does business, on account of, or in relation to, 
the transaction between the dealer and such other person, other than for 
compensation for services rendered, unless the benefit is promptly accounted 
for, and transmitted to the dealer; 

(10) Required a dealer to prospectively assent to a release, assignment, 
novation, waiver, or estoppel that would relieve any person from liability to be 
imposed by this part, or has required any controversy between a dealer and 
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manufacturer, distributor, or its representative, to be referred to any person 
other than the commission if the referral would be binding on the dealer. This 
subdivision (c)(10) shall not, however, prohibit arbitration before an indepen- 
dent arbitrator or the commencement of any legal action; 

(11) Increased prices of motor vehicles that the dealer has ordered but not 
delivered for private retail customers prior to the dealer’s receipt of the 
written official price increase notification. A sales contract by a private retail 
customer shall constitute evidence of each such order. In the event of 
manufacturer price reductions, the amount of any reduction received by a 
dealer shall be passed on to the private retail customer by the dealer, if the 
retail price was negotiated on the basis of the previous higher price to the 
dealer. Price reduction shall apply to all vehicles in the dealer’s inventory that 
are subject to the price reduction. Price differences applicable to new models 
or a new series of motor vehicles at the time of the introduction of new models 
or new series shall not be considered a price increase or price decrease. Price 
changes caused by either: 

(A) The addition to a motor vehicle of required or optional equipment 
pursuant to state or federal law; or 
(B) Revaluation of the United States dollar in the case of foreign-make 
vehicles; 
shall not be subject to this subsection (c); 

(12) Failed to pay a dealer, within a reasonable time following receipt of a 
valid claim by a dealer thereof, any payment agreed to be made by the 
manufacturer or distributor to the dealer by reason of the fact that a new 
vehicle of a prior year model is in the dealer’s inventory at the time of 
introduction of new model vehicles; 

(13) Denied or attempted to deny the surviving spouse or heirs designated 
by a deceased owner of a dealership, the opportunity to participate in the 
ownership of the dealership or a successor dealership under a valid franchise 
after the death of the owner, unless there are reasonable grounds for the 
denial; 

(14) Offered any refunds or other types of inducements to any person for the 
purchase of new motor vehicles of a certain line-make to be sold to the state 
or any political subdivision thereof or to any other person without making the 
same offer to all other dealers in the same line-make within the state; 

(15) Employed any person as a representative who has not been licensed 
pursuant to this part; 

(16) Denied any dealer the right of free association with any other dealer 
for any lawful purpose; 

(17) Competed with a dealer in the same line-make operating under an 
agreement or franchise from a manufacturer or distributor in the relevant 
market area. A manufacturer or distributor shall not, however, be deemed to 
be competing when operating a dealership either temporarily for a reasonable 
period of time, or when operating a bona fide retail operation that is for sale 
to any qualified independent person at a fair and reasonable price, or when 
there is a bona fide relationship in which an independent person has made a 
sufficient investment subject to loss in the dealership and can reasonably 
expect to acquire full ownership of subject dealership on reasonable terms and 
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conditions. An exclusive motor truck manufacturer, when selling vehicles 
having a gross vehicle weight over six thousand (6,000) pounds, shall not be 
deemed to be competing when operating a dealership that sells motor trucks 
at retail if, for at least six (6) years prior to January 1, 1977, the manufac- 
turer has continuously so operated the dealership; 

(18) Unfairly discriminated among its franchisees with the respect to 
warranty reimbursement or authority granted its franchisees to make war- 
ranty adjustments with retail customers; 

(19) Sold motor vehicles to persons not licensed under this part as motor 
vehicle dealers, except as provided in § 55-17-102(1)(C); 

(20) Granted a competitive franchise in the relevant market area previ- 
ously granted to another motor vehicle dealer. “Relevant market area,” as 
used in this subdivision (c)(20), means that area as described or defined in the 
then existing franchise or dealership of any dealer or dealers; provided, that 
if the manufacturer wishes to grant a franchise to an independent dealer, or 
to grant an interest in a new dealership to an independent person in a bona 
fide relationship in which the person has made a sufficient investment subject 
to loss in the dealership, and can reasonably expect to acquire full ownership 
of the dealership on reasonable terms and conditions, then the manufacturer 
shall give written notice to the existing dealer or dealers in the area, and the 
matter shall be submitted to the commission for final and binding action 
under the principles herein prescribed for a determination of the relevant 
market area, the adequacy of the servicing of the area by the existing dealer 
or dealers and the propriety of the granting of additional dealerships. The 
complaint, whether filed by an existing dealer or upon motion of the 
commission, shall be filed within thirty (30) days of the receipt by affected 
dealers of notice as required herein, and if no protests are filed, the 
manufacturer may proceed to grant the additional franchise; 

(21) Committed any other act prejudicial to the dealer by threatening to 
cancel the franchise or any contractual agreement existing between the dealer 
and the manufacturer, manufacturer branch, distributor, or distributor 
branch. Written notice in good faith to any dealer of the dealer’s violations of 
any terms or provisions of the franchise or contractual agreement shall not 
constitute a violation of this subsection (c); 

(22) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to accept 
delivery of any motor vehicle or motor vehicles, appliances, equipment, parts, 
tools or accessories therefor, or any other commodity or commodities that have 
not been voluntarily ordered by the dealer; 

(23) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to contribute 
or pay money or anything of value into any cooperative or other advertising 
program or fund; 

(24) Coerced or attempted to coerce any motor vehicle dealer to engage in 
any business pursuit that is not directly related to the sale of motor vehicles 
as defined by the commission; or 

(25) Forced, coerced or otherwise required a franchisee to use recondi- 
tioned parts in warranty repairs without disclosing such to the owner or 
lessee. 

(ad) In addition to the grounds contained in subsection (a), the commission 
may deny an application for a license or revoke or suspend the license of an 
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automobile auction or agent thereof who has: 

(1) If acting as an automobile auction as defined in § 55-17-102(1)(A), 
willfully permitted any person or persons to buy, sell, exchange or in any other 
manner participate in automobile auction sales without first determining 
that the person or persons are duly licensed motor vehicle dealers or duly 
authorized agents licensed either under this part or under a similar act of 
another state, unless a motor vehicle dealer license is not required by law; 

(2) Failed to provide and make available for inspection to the commission 
or its agents, all books, records and other memoranda of all transactions, 
transfers or sales of motor vehicles that take place during the course of 
business; 

(3) Engaged in the business of an automobile auction or agent without 
posting the bond required by law; or 

(4) Ifacting as an automobile auction as defined in $ 55-17-102(1)(B), sold 
motor vehicles on consignment without showing on the title that the motor 
vehicle was purchased directly from the auction and not from a third party. 
(e) The commission may revoke or suspend any license that the commission 

has issued upon finding that the licensee has not maintained any of the 
requirements for issuance of such license. 


History. 192, § 2; 2015, ch. 344, §§ 4, 5; 2016, ch. 533, 
Acts 1955, ch. 79, § 5; 1957, ch. 56,§ 6;1959, § 2; 2016, ch. 781,§ 8; 2018, ch. 668,§ 1; 2021, 

ch. 25, §§ 8, 9; 1963, ch. 109, § 7; 1967, ch. 28, ch. 549, § 8. 

8. 1: 1906) ch: 426/"S" ie 1977 en. 162."5. 24° 

T.C.A., § 59-1714; Acts 1980, ch. 451, § 9; Amendments. 

1984, ch. 718, § 2; 1991, ch. 507, § 1; 1994, ch. The 2021 amendment added (a)(1)(H). 

922, § 1; 1997, ch. 234, § 3; 1999, ch. 279, § 1; i 

2001, ch. 406, § 1; 2005, ch. 379, §§ 16, 17; Effective Dates. 

2006, ch. 613, § 1; 2006, ch. 667, § 1; 2007, ch. Acts 2021, ch. 549, § 40. October 1, 2021; 

278, § 1; 2007, ch. 328, § 1;2007, ch. 484,§ 94; provided that for the purpose of promulgating 

2008, ch. 724, § 7; 2010, ch. 666, § 1; 2013, ch. rules, the act took effect May 26, 2021. 


55-17-120. Exception to licensing requirements. [Effective until Octo- 
ber 15, 2021. See the version effective on October 15, 2021.] 


(a) Notwithstanding this part, when motor vehicles of the state are being 
sold at an automobile auction sale, no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
required for any person or participant who purchases or bids on the vehicles of 
the state. This person shall not participate in the sales of any other motor 
vehicles without being licensed as required by this part, except as provided in 
§ 55-17-102(1)(C). 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, whenever heavy construc- 

tion equipment is being sold at auction, no license as a motor vehicle dealer 

shall be required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the 
auction on any motor vehicle, having three (3), four (4), or five (5) axles that 
is designed to unload itself and that transports crushed stone, fill dirt and 
rock, soil, bulk sand, coal, phosphate muck, asphalt, concrete, and other 
building materials. In addition, no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the auction 
on any motor vehicle, including cars, pick-up trucks, flat bed trucks having 
two (2) or more axles, service trucks, two-axle dump trucks, or any other 
vehicle used by the contractor for whose benefit the auction is held or by any 
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other contractor offering such equipment or motor vehicles for sale from the 
contractor’s fleet at the auction. The auction shall not be an automobile 
auction within this part if the sale of the motor vehicles is incidental to the 
sale of the heavy construction equipment, and the person conducting the 
auction need only be licensed as an auctioneer as required by title 62, 
chapter 19. Notice of the auction shall be given to the motor vehicle 
commission at least two (2) weeks prior to the auction. The total value of all 
motor vehicles sold at the auction shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the 
sales prices of all equipment sold at the auction. 
(2)(A) In addition to subdivision (b)(1), no motor vehicle dealer license 
shall be required for the operator of a permanent auction facility that has 
been in continuous operation for at least two (2) years prior to January 1, 
2008, and that: 

(i) Sells large construction equipment in an auction format; 

(ii) Has sales of used motor vehicles whose total value does not exceed 
fifteen percent (15%) of the total value of all equipment sold, including 
motor vehicles, as calculated on an annual basis; 

(iii) Maintains a regularly staffed facility during normal business 
hours of not less than thirty (30) hours per week; 

(iv) Has a permanent facility with at least fifty (50) contiguous fenced 
acres located in this state; 

(v) Has titles present for all vehicles to be sold by auction at the 
facility; 

(vi) Conducts, at the facility, not more than five (5) such auctions in a 
calendar year, one (1) of which may be a “vehicles only” auction; 

(vii) Does not sell new or unused motor vehicles, or vehicles with a 
manufacturer’s statement of origin only; and 

(viii) Sells, at the facility, only motor vehicles that: 

(a) Weigh in excess of ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR); or 
(b) Weigh less than ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR) if owned by an entity that used the motor 
vehicle in its normal business operation as either a construction or 
common carrier or transportation-related entity hauling freight. 
(B) The auction shall file with the motor vehicle commission on an 
annual basis a certification stating: 

(i) That all such vehicles sold were not vehicles covered under the 
Tennessee Consumer Protection Act, compiled in title 47, chapter 18, 
part 1; and 

(ii) The gross proceeds of the auction and the value of all vehicles sold 
at the auction. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, whenever farm equipment 
and machinery, as defined in § 67-6-102, is being sold at an auction 
conducted on farm property in accordance with the requirements set forth 
within subdivision (c)(2), no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the auction 
on a motor vehicle. 

(2) Ifthe sale at auction, on property owned or possessed by the farmer, of 
five (5) or fewer motor vehicles is incidental to the sale at auction of farm 
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equipment and machinery owned and used by the farmer, and if each such 
motor vehicle is owned for at least one (1) year by the farmer, the farmer’s 
parents, or the farmer’s children, and if each such motor vehicle is at least 
two (2) model years old, and if the farmer has not sold motor vehicles at an 
auction within the previous twelve-month period, then the auction shall not 
be an automobile auction within this part, and the person conducting the 
auction need only be licensed as an auctioneer by the auctioneer commission; 
provided, that the auctioneer must give at least fourteen (14) days’ advance 
written notification to the motor vehicle commission describing the time and 
place of the auction as well as the items to be sold therein. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, a motor vehicle dealer 
license shall not be required to purchase nonrepairable vehicles, salvage 
vehicles, or a combination of nonrepairable and salvage vehicles from an 
automobile auction if the automobile auction primarily sells motor vehicles 
on consignment. 

(2) A natural person who resides in this state may purchase at retail no 
more than five (5) nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles, or any 
combination thereof, within a twelve-month period. 

(3) Each automobile auction engaged in the sale of nonrepairable vehicles, 
salvage vehicles, or a combination of nonrepairable and salvage vehicles, 
shall: 

(A) Keep an electronic record of all sales of each vehicle and include in 
the record the make, model, year, vehicle identification number, and the 
name and address of the purchaser and seller of the vehicle; 

(B) Obtain from the purchaser of each vehicle a copy of the purchaser’s 
driver license, passport, or other government-issued identification. The 
automobile auction shall maintain each copy obtained under this subdi- 
vision (d)(3)(B) for a period of two (2) years from the date of obtaining the 
copy; and 

(C) Obtain from the purchaser of each vehicle a copy of any license or 
other authorization required to do business under this chapter or, if the 
purchaser represents a third party authorized to purchase the vehicle 
under this chapter, a copy of the third party’s license or other authoriza- 
tion required to do business under this chapter and a copy of any document 
authorizing the purchaser to act on behalf of the third party. The 
automobile auction shall maintain each copy obtained under this subdi- 
vision (d)(3)(C) for a period of two (2) years from the date of obtaining the 
copy. 

(4) Each automobile auction required to maintain records pursuant to 
subdivision (d)(3) shall make the records available, upon written request, to: 

(A) Law enforcement officers; 

(B) The department of revenue; or 

(C) The motor vehicle commission. 

(5) This subsection (d) shall not limit: 

(A) The sale of nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles to a person 
who resides outside of this state; or 

(B) The sale of nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles titled in a 
state or jurisdiction other than this state. 
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(6) A violation of this subsection (d) is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of no less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) and no more than two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500). 

(7) An action to impose any penalty under this subsection (d) may be 
brought in any court of competent jurisdiction by a district attorney or the 
attorney general and reporter. 

(8) Monies generated from any fine imposed pursuant to subdivision (d)(6) 
shall be used only for purposes of enforcement, investigation, prosecution, 
and training as those purposes relate to violations of this subsection (d). 

(9) As used in this subsection (d): 

(A) “Nonrepairable vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55- 

3-201; and 

(B) “Salvage vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55-3-201. 

(e) When motor vehicles are sold incidentally at a bona fide going-out-of- 

business sale, no license as a motor vehicle dealer is required to sell the 
vehicles at auction if: 

(1) All vehicles for sale were owned and titled in the name of the business 
for at least one (1) year prior to the going-out-of-business sale; 

(2) The auctioneer gives a fourteen-day prior written notification to the 
motor vehicle commission providing the time and place of the sale and a list 
of items to be sold; and 

(3) The sale does not violate the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 
1977, compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 1. 


History. 1991, ch. 12, § 1; 1991, ch. 359, § 2; 2008, ch. 
Acts 1971, ch. 315, § 1; T.C.A, § 59-1721; 875, § 1; 2016, ch. 533, § 1; 2019, ch. 471, § 3. 
Acts 1984, ch. 718, § 3; 1985, ch. 266, § 1; 


55-17-120. Exception to licensing requirements. [Effective on October 
15, 2021. See the version effective until October 15, 2021.] 


(a) Notwithstanding this part, when motor vehicles of the state are being sold 
at an automobile auction sale, no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
required for any person or participant who purchases or bids on the vehicles of 
the state. This person shall not participate in the sales of any other motor 
vehicles without being licensed as required by this part, except as provided in 
§ 55-17-102(1)(C). 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, whenever heavy construction 

equipment is being sold at auction, no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall 

be required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the auction 
on any motor vehicle, having three (3), four (4), or five (5) axles that is 
designed to unload itself and that transports crushed stone, fill dirt and rock, 
soil, bulk sand, coal, phosphate muck, asphalt, concrete, and other building 
materials. In addition, no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be required 
for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the auction on any 
motor vehicle, including cars, pick-up trucks, flat bed trucks having two (2) or 
more axles, service trucks, two-axle dump trucks, or any other vehicle used by 
the contractor for whose benefit the auction is held or by any other contractor 
offering such equipment or motor vehicles for sale from the contractor’s fleet 
at the auction. The auction shall not be an automobile auction within this 
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part if the sale of the motor vehicles is incidental to the sale of the heavy 
construction equipment, and the person conducting the auction need only be 
licensed as an auctioneer as required by title 62, chapter 19. Notice of the 
auction shall be given to the motor vehicle commission at least two (2) weeks 
prior to the auction. The total value of all motor vehicles sold at the auction 
shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the sales prices of all equipment sold at 
the auction. 
(2)(A) In addition to subdivision (b)(1), no motor vehicle dealer license shall 
be required for the operator of a permanent auction facility that has been in 
continuous operation for at least two (2) years prior to January 1, 2008, 
and that: fi 

(i) Sells large construction equipment in an auction format; 

(iit) Has sales of used motor vehicles whose total value does not exceed 
fifteen percent (15%) of the total value of all equipment sold, including 
motor vehicles, as calculated on an annual basis; 

(iit) Maintains a regularly staffed facility during normal business 
hours of not less than thirty (30) hours per week; 

(iv) Has a permanent facility with at least fifty (50) contiguous fenced 
acres located in this state; 

(v) Has titles present for all vehicles to be sold by auction at the 
facility; 

(vi) Conducts, at the facility, not more than five (5) such auctions in a 
calendar year, one (1) of which may be a “vehicles only” auction; 

(vii) Does not sell new or unused motor vehicles, or vehicles with a 
manufacturer’s statement of origin only; and 

(viii) Sells, at the facility, only motor vehicles that: 

(a) Weigh in excess of ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR); or 
(6b) Weigh less than ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.) gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR) if owned by an entity that used the motor 
vehicle in its normal business operation as either a construction or 
common carrier or transportation-related entity hauling freight. 
(B) The auction shall file with the motor vehicle commission on an 
annual basis a certification stating: 

(i) That all such vehicles sold were not vehicles covered under the 
Tennessee Consumer Protection Act, compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 
1; and 

(ii) The gross proceeds of the auction and the value of all vehicles sold 
at the auction. 

(c)\(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, whenever farm equipment 
and machinery, as defined in $ 67-6-102, is being sold at an auction 
conducted on farm property in accordance with the requirements set forth 
within subdivision (c)(2), no license as a motor vehicle dealer shall be 
required for any person or participant who purchases or bids at the auction 
on a motor vehicle. 

(2) If the sale at auction, on property owned or possessed by the farmer, of 
five (5) or fewer motor vehicles is incidental to the sale at auction of farm 
equipment and machinery owned and used by the farmer, and if each such 
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motor vehicle is owned for at least one (1) year by the farmer, the farmer’s 
parents, or the farmer’s children, and if each such motor vehicle is at least two 
(2) model years old, and if the farmer has not sold motor vehicles at an 
auction within the previous twelve-month period, then the auction shall not 
be an automobile auction within this part, and the person conducting the 
auction need only be licensed as an auctioneer by the auctioneer commission; 
provided, that the auctioneer must give at least fourteen (14) days’ advance 
written notification to the motor vehicle commission describing the time and 
place of the auction as well as the items to be sold therein. 

(d)(1) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, a motor vehicle dealer 
license shall not be required to purchase nonrepairable vehicles, salvage 
vehicles, or a combination of nonrepairable and salvage vehicles from an 
automobile auction if the automobile auction primarily sells motor vehicles 
on consignment. 

(2) A natural person who resides in this state may purchase at retail no 
more than five (5) nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles, or any combi- 
nation thereof, within a twelve-month period. 

(3) Each automobile auction engaged in the sale of nonrepairable vehicles, 
salvage vehicles, or a combination of nonrepairable and salvage vehicles, 
shall: 

(A) Keep an electronic record of all sales of each vehicle and include in 
the record the make, model, year, vehicle identification number, and the 
name and address of the purchaser and seller of the vehicle; 

(B) Obtain from the purchaser of each vehicle a copy of the purchaser’s 
driver license, passport, or other government-issued identification. The 
automobile auction shall maintain each copy obtained under this subdivi- 
ston (d)(3)(B) for a period of two (2) years from the date of obtaining the 
copy; and 

(C) Obtain from the purchaser of each vehicle a copy of any license or 
other authorization required to do business under this chapter or, if the 
purchaser represents a third party authorized to purchase the vehicle under 
this chapter, a copy of the third party’s license or other authorization 
required to do business under this chapter and a copy of any document 
authorizing the purchaser to act on behalf of the third party. The automo- 
bile auction shall maintain each copy obtained under this subdivision 
(d)(3)(C) for a period of two (2) years from the date of obtaining the copy. 
(4) Each automobile auction required to maintain records pursuant to 

subdivision (d)(3) shall make the records available, upon written request, to: 

(A) Law enforcement officers; 

(B) The department of revenue; or 

(C) The motor vehicle commission. 

(5) This subsection (d) shall not limit: 

(A) The sale of nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles to a person who 
resides outside of this state; or 

(B) The sale of nonrepairable vehicles or salvage vehicles titled in a state 
or jurisdiction other than this state. 

(6) A violation of this subsection (d) is a Class A misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of no less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) and no more than two 


131 VEHICLE SALES LICENSES 5 50-17-120 


thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500). 

(7) An action to impose any penalty under this subsection (d) may be 
brought in any court of competent jurisdiction by a district attorney or the 
attorney general and reporter. 

(8) Monies generated from any fine imposed pursuant to subdivision (d)(6) 
shall be used only for purposes of enforcement, investigation, prosecution, 
and training as those purposes relate to violations of this subsection (d). 

(9) As used in this subsection (d): 

(A) “Nonrepairable vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in § 55- 
3-201; and 

(B) “Salvage vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in $ 55-3-201. 

(e) When motor vehicles are sold incidentally at a bona fide going-out-of- 
business sale, no license as a motor vehicle dealer is required to sell the vehicles 
at auction if: 

(1) All vehicles for sale were owned and titled in the name of the business 
for at least one (1) year prior to the going-out-of-business sale; 

(2) The auctioneer gives a fourteen-day prior written notification to the 
motor vehicle commission providing the time and place of the sale and a list 
of items to be sold; and 

(3) The sale does not violate the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act of 

1977, compiled in title 47, chapter 18, part 1. 
(f) [Repealed effective October 20, 2021.] (1) Notwithstanding this part, 
a motor vehicle dealer license is not required to sell or purchase previously 
titled antique or unique motor vehicles through an auction format held in 
conjunction with a motor vehicle festival: 

(A) Held at a municipal convention center, as defined in §$ 7-4-101, 
located in a county with a population of not less than three hundred 
thirty-six thousand four hundred (336,400) and not more than three 
hundred thirty-six thousand five hundred (336,500), according to the 2010 
census or any subsequent census; and 

(B) For which a portion of the festival’s proceeds are donated to a 
hospital neurological institute located in a county with a population of not 
less than three hundred thirty-six thousand four hundred (336,400) and 
not more than three hundred thirty-six thousand five hundred (336,500), 
according to the 2010 census or any subsequent census. 

(2) This subsection (f) is repealed on October 20, 2021. 


History. Amendments. 
Acts 1971, ch. 315, § 1; T.C.A, § 59-1721; The 2021 amendment added (f). 
Acts 1984, ch. 718, § 3; 1985, ch. 266, § 1; 
1991, ch. 12, § 1; 1991, ch. 359, § 2; 2008, ch. Effective Dates. 
875,01: 2016 chs 5835141; 2019; eh)471,'§; 3; Acts 2021, ch. 66, § 3. October 15, 2021. 
2021, ch. 66, § 1. 
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55-17-121. Labor rate for warranty repairs or servicing — Dealer’s 
obligations for preparation, delivery, and warranty ser- 
vices related to manufacturer or distributor’s products — 
Compensation of dealer for warranty services. 


(a) Within ninety (90) days after May 9, 1977, all licensed motor vehicle 
dealers shall be required to provide to the commission a sworn statement 
containing the labor rate charged to retail customers and the labor rate 
charged to the manufacturers or distributors for warranty repairs or servicing. 
All dealers must give the commission written notice of any changes in these 
rates within ten (10) days after the changes are made. 

(b) In no event shall a manufacturer or distributor pay to its dealers a labor 
rate per hour for warranty repairs or servicing less than the dealer’s retail 
labor rate for similar repairs, unless the manufacturer or distributor can show 
to the commission that the dealer’s retail labor rate is improper in light of all 
economic circumstances. 

(c) No motor vehicle dealer shall charge the manufacturer or distributor a 
labor rate per hour for warranty work in excess of its posted retail labor rate. 

(d)(1) A manufacturer or distributor shall specify in writing to each of the 

manufacturer or distributor’s franchise motor vehicle dealers (dealers) 

operating in this state the dealer’s obligations for preparation, delivery, and 
warranty services related to the manufacturer or distributor’s products. The 
manufacturer or distributor shall compensate the dealer for the warranty 
services the manufacturer or distributor requires the dealer to provide, 
including warranty and recall obligations related to repairing and servicing 
motor vehicles of the manufacturer or distributor and all parts and compo- 
nents authorized by the manufacturer or distributor to be installed in, or 
manufactured for installation in, such motor vehicles. 
(2(A) The manufacturer or distributor shall provide to the dealer a 
schedule of compensation that specifies reasonable compensation the 
manufacturer or distributor will pay to the dealer for such recalls and 
warranty services, including for parts and diagnostics. 

(B) In determining the schedule of compensation for parts, the manu- 
facturer or distributor may multiply the price paid by the dealer for parts, 
including all shipping costs and other charges, by the sum of one (1) and 
the dealer’s average percentage markup. The dealer’s average percentage 
markup is calculated by subtracting one (1) from the result of dividing the 
total amounts charged by the dealer for parts used in warranty-like 
repairs by the total cost to the dealer for the parts in the retail service 
orders submitted pursuant to subdivision (d)(2)(C). 

(C)G) The dealer may establish its average percentage markup for parts 

by submitting to the manufacturer or distributor copies of one hundred 

(100) sequential retail service orders paid by the dealer’s customers, or 

all of the dealer’s retail service orders paid by the dealer’s customers in 

a ninety-day period, whichever is less, for services provided within the 

previous one-hundred-eighty-day period. The manufacturer or distribu- 

tor shall not consider retail service orders or portions of retail service 
orders attributable to routine maintenance such as tire service or oil 
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service. 

(ii) If the manufacturer or distributor determines, from any set of 
repair orders submitted under subdivision (d)(2)(C)(Gi), that the retail 
markup rate for parts calculated is substantially higher or lower than 
the rate currently on record with the manufacturer or distributor, then 
the manufacturer or distributor may request additional documentation 
for a period of either thirty (30) days prior to, or thirty (30) days 
following, the time period for which the repair orders were submitted for 
purposes of an adjustment. Within thirty (30) days of receiving the 
dealer’s submission and additional documentation, if applicable, the 
manufacturer or distributor shall then approve or deny the establish- 
ment of the dealer’s average percentage markup. If the manufacturer or 
distributor approves the establishment of the dealer’s average percent- 
age markup, then the markup or rate calculated under this subdivision 
(d)(2) becomes effective forty-five (45) days after the date of the manu- 
facturer or distributor’s approval. If the manufacturer or distributor 
denies the establishment of the dealer’s average percentage markup, 
then the dealer may file an appeal to the commission. The manufacturer 
or distributor has the burden of proof to establish that the manufacturer 
or distributor’s denial was reasonable. If the commission finds the 
denial was not reasonable, then the denial is a violation of this chapter 
and the commission shall determine the dealer’s average percentage 
markup for purposes of calculating a reasonable schedule of compensa- 
tion. In making such a determination, the commission shall not consider 
retail service orders or portions of retail service orders attributable to 
routine maintenance such as tire service or oil service. 

(iii) A manufacturer or distributor shall not require the dealer to 
establish an average percentage markup by a methodology, or by 
requiring the submission of information, that is unduly burdensome or 
time-consuming to the franchise motor vehicle dealer, including, but not 
limited to, requiring part-by-part or transaction-by-transaction 
calculations. 

(iv) A dealer shall not request a change in the dealer’s average 
percentage markup more than once in any one-year period. 


History. Effective Dates. 
Acts 1977, ch. 162, § 28; T.C.A., § 59-1722; Acts 2021, ch. 277, § 2. July 1, 2021. 
2021, Chmit, So. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment added (d). 
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CHAPTER 18 
AUTOMOBILE CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Section 
55-18-105. Certificate of authority required — Form and contents of application — Expiration and 
renewal of license. 


55-18-105. Certificate of authority required — Form and contents of 
application — Expiration and renewal of license. 


(a) Every automobile club or association organized or operating in this state 
shall file with the commissioner an application for a certificate of authority 
prior to the commencement of its operations. No certificate of authority shall be 
issued until the automobile club or association has paid to the commissioner 
one hundred seventy-five dollars ($175) as an initial license fee. Licenses shall 
be issued for the period beginning July 1 of each year and expire on the 
following June 30. 

(b) The following documents and information shall be filed with the appli- 
cation of all automobile clubs and associations: 

(1) An application for certificate of authority in a form prescribed by the 
commissioner; 

(2) The sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in cash or securities as 
approved by the commissioner, or, in lieu thereof, a surety bond payable to 
the commissioner in the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), executed 
by the applicant with surety approved by the commissioner, conditioned 
upon full compliance with this chapter, and the performance of the obliga- 
tions of the applicant to its members. Upon receipt of notice of the intended 
dissolution of the automobile club or association, and upon receipt of 
evidence satisfactory to the commissioner that all obligations of the club or 
association to its members have been satisfied, the commissioner shall 
refund the money or securities and the obligations of the bond shall 
terminate; 

(3) Appointment of an agent for service of process who shall be a resident 
of the state or, in lieu thereof, the commissioner; 

(4) A copy of the proposed form of membership application, membership 
certificate, bylaws, contracts for service, advertising material and any other 
data requested by the commissioner; and 

(5) References as to the character, ability and integrity of the organizers, 
manager, agent and any other person through whom the applicant proposes 
to issue contracts, membership certificates, membership cards, or other 
documents in return for membership fees or dues. 

(c) If the commissioner is satisfied that the applicant is qualified and meets 
all the requirements of this chapter, the commissioner shall issue to the 
applicant a certificate of authority to conduct the business of the automobile 
club or association within this state. 

(d) Licenses expire on June 30 of each year unless the automobile club or 
association has filed with the commissioner an application of renewal and paid 
a renewal fee of one hundred seventy-five dollars ($175). If any of the 
documents or information required by subsection (b) have changed since 
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previously filed, the automobile club or association shall file the updated 
documents or information with its renewal application to the commissioner. 


History. 

Acts 1957, ch. 157, § 5; T.C.A., § 59-1805; 
Acts 2001, ch. 333, § 8; 2010, ch. 1038, § 6; 
2021, ch. 61, §§ 1-3. 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment rewrote (a) which read: 
“Annually, every automobile club or association 
organized and/or operating in this state shall 
file with the commissioner an application for a 
certificate of authority to continue its opera- 
tions within the state, and every club or asso- 
ciation desiring to commence operations within 
the state shall, prior to the commencement of 
its operations, file application with and receive 
a certificate of authority from the commis- 


sioner. No certificate of authority shall be is- 
sued until the automobile club or association 
has paid to the commissioner one hundred 
seventy-five dollars ($175) as an annual license 
fee, or the pro rata portion thereof necessary to 
be paid to the end of the current fiscal year from 
the date of the application of the license. Li- 
censes shall be issued for the period beginning 
July 1 of each year and shall expire on the 
following June 30.”; added (b)(1) and desig- 
nated current (b)(1)-(b)(4) as (b)(2)-(b)(5); and 
added (d). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 61, § 4. March 29, 2021. 


CHAPTER 21 
DISABLED DRIVERS AND PASSENGERS 


Part 3. 2021 Precious Cargo Act [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 


Section 


55-21-301. Short title. [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 

55-21-302. Purpose. [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 

55-21-3038. Provision of communication needs at time of vehicle registration — Designation of 
specific needs to law enforcement and first responders. [Effective on January 1, 


2022.| 


55-21-304. Commissioner’s authority to adopt policies and procedures — Authority to promulgate 
rules. [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 


PART 3 


2021 PRECIOUS CARGO ACT 
[EFFECTIVE ON JANUARY 1, 2022.] 


55-21-301. Short title. [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 


This part is known and may be cited as the “2021 Precious Cargo Act.” 


History. 
Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 1. 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2021, ch. 55, 
§ 1 enacted a new code section in chapter 21 of 
this title, that section was divided into multiple 


sections and added as new part 3, §§ 55-21-301 
— 55-21-304, by authority of the Code Commis- 
sion. 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 2. January 1, 2022. 


55-21-302. Purpose. [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 


The purpose of this part is to empower citizens to communicate specific needs 


to law enforcement and first responders. 
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History. sections and added as new part 3, §§ 55-21-301 
Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 1. — 55-21-304, by authority of the Code Commis- 


sion. 
Code Commission Notes. Acts 2021, ch. 55, 
§ 1 enacted a new code section in chapter 21 of Effective Dates. 
this title, that section was divided into multiple Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 2. January 1, 2022. 


55-21-303. Provision of communication needs at time of vehicle regis- 
tration — Designation of specific needs to law enforce- 
ment and first responders. [Effective on January 1, 2022.] 


(a) At the time of initial application for the registration of a motor vehicle 
under this part, or upon renewal, an owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who 
needs assistance with expressive language or communicating needs to a first 
responder, including a law enforcement officer, or assistance with exiting a 
motor vehicle during a traffic stop or welfare check, may request that the 
department include a designation of such need for assistance in the Tennessee 
Vehicle Title and Registration System (VTRS) database. The registrant’s 
request must be accompanied by a written statement from a licensed physician, 
psychiatrist, psychologist or senior psychological examiner, or neurologist, 
stating that an operator of the person’s motor vehicle has an intellectual 
disability, a developmental disability, or a medical condition that may impede 
communications with, or impact the operator’s encounter with, a first responder. 
Upon receipt of such a request accompanied by a written statement, the 
department shall cause the registrant’s status to be entered into the VTRS 
database, and ensure such designation is associated with the applicant’s motor 
vehicle and registration. 

(b) Information submitted to the department under this section must be 
supplied to law enforcement to assist in identifying the operator of the vehicle as 
possibly needing such assistance. Information collected pursuant to this section 
must only be available to law enforcement for the purpose of ensuring safe and 
efficient interactions between law enforcement and persons who have such need 
for assistance, and must not be used for any other purpose. 

(c) All law enforcement officers charged with the enforcement of this title and 
emergency call takers and public safety dispatchers, as described in § 7-86-205, 
shall receive instruction in the identification of such designation included in the 
VTRS database as provided for in this section. 


History. sections and added as new part 3, §§ 55-21-301 
Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 1. — 55-21-304, by authority of the Code Commis- 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2021, ch. 55, ere 
§ 1 enacted a new code section in chapter 21 of Effective Dates. 
this title, that section was divided into multiple Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 2. January 1, 2022. 
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55-21-304. Commissioner’s authority to adopt policies and procedures 
— Authority to promulgate rules. [Effective on January 1, 
2022.] 


(a) The commissioner is authorized to adopt policies and procedures as 
necessary to effectuate the purposes of this part. 

(b) The commissioner of revenue is authorized to promulgate rules in 
accordance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 
4, chapter 5, necessary to carry out this part. 


History. sections and added as new part 3, §§ 55-21-301 
Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 1. — 55-21-304, by authority of the Code Commis- 


Code Commission Notes. Acts 2021, ch. 55, a 
§ 1 enacted a new code section in chapter 21 of Effective Dates. 
this title, that section was divided into multiple Acts 2021, ch. 55, § 2. January 1, 2022. 


CHAPTER 50 


UNIFORM CLASSIFIED AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER 
LICENSE ACT 


Part 3. Application, Examination, and Issuance 


Section 

55-50-312. Licensing of minors. [Effective until January 1, 2022. See the version effective on 
January 1, 2022.| 

55-50-312. Licensing of minors. [Effective on January 1, 2022. See the version effective until 
January 1, 2022.| 

55-50-321. Applications. [Amendment contingent on funding by the federal selective service 
system. See the Compiler’s Notes.] 

55-50-323. Fees. 

55-50-3831. Examination for, and issuance, renewal and contents of, licenses — Conditional 
licenses. 

55-50-8335. Visible full face on licenses. 

55-50-354. Language or symbol on driver license or photo identification card reflecting military 
service. 


Part 4. Commercial Driver Licenses 


55-50-405. Violations — Penalties — Driving under the influence. 
55-50-407. Commercial driver license. 


PART 3 
APPLICATION, EXAMINATION, AND ISSUANCE 


55-50-312. Licensing of minors. [Effective until January 1, 2022. See 
the version effective on January 1, 2022.] 


(a)(1) The application of any person under eighteen (18) years of age for an 
instruction permit or driver license shall be signed and verified before a 
person authorized to administer oaths by the person’s parent, stepparent, 
grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other authorized representative of 
the department of children’s services, or, in the event there is no parent, 
stepparent, grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other authorized rep- 
resentative of the department of children’s services, then by another 
responsible adult who is willing to assume the obligation imposed under this 
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chapter upon a person signing the application of a minor. If other than a 
parent, stepparent, grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other autho- 
rized representative of the department of children’s services, the responsible 
person must, in addition to assuming responsibility, file future proof of 
insurance on behalf of the minor until the minor reaches eighteen (18) years 
of age. If during this period the insurance or proof of financial responsibility 
is cancelled, terminated or no longer in force, the driving privileges of the 
minor shall be suspended until requirements of this section and §§ 55-50- 

301 and 55-50-302 are complied with and a new application for reinstate- 

ment of the license is made. If, in the event the applicant for a driver license 

is married, the spouse may sign and verify the application, if the spouse is a 

person capable of legally entering into contractual relationships. 

(2) As used in subdivision (a)(1), “stepfather,” “stepmother,” or “steppar- 
ent” means only that stepparent residing in the same household with the 
minor seeking the license. 

(3) In cases where a grandparent signs the application of a minor and 
assumes financial responsibility for a minor pursuant to this subsection (a), 
the parent, stepparent, guardian or custodian, as appropriate, shall sign a 
notarized statement authorizing the grandparent to do so which shall 
accompany the license application. In addition, the grandparent shall 
present a statement indicating the grandparent’s understanding of the 
financial responsibility the grandparent is assuming pursuant to this 
section. The SR-22 form from the grandparent’s insurance provider shall 
fulfill this requirement. 

(b) Any negligence or willful misconduct or violation of any motor vehicle 
law of this state or any municipality thereof by a minor under eighteen (18) 
years of age when driving a motor vehicle upon a highway or street shall be 
imputed to the person who has signed the application of the minor for a permit 
or license, which person shall be jointly and severally liable with the minor for 
any damages or fines occasioned by the negligence, willful misconduct, or 
violation, except as otherwise provided in subsection (c). 

(c) In the event a minor deposits or there is deposited upon the minor’s 
behalf proof of financial responsibility with respect to the operation of a motor 
vehicle owned by the minor, or if not the owner of a motor vehicle, then with 
respect to the operation of any motor vehicle, in form and in amounts as 
required under the motor vehicle financial responsibility laws of this state, 
then the department may accept the application of the minor when signed by 
the spouse over eighteen (18) years of age, or one (1) parent, stepparent, 
grandparent or guardian of the minor, and while proof is maintained the 
spouse, parent, stepparent, grandparent or the guardian shall not be subject to 
the liability imposed under subsection (b). 

(d) Any person who has signed the application of a minor for a license may 
thereafter file with the department a notarized written request that the license 
of the minor so granted be cancelled. Thereupon, the department shall cancel 
the license of the minor, and upon cancellation by the department, the person 
who signed the application of the minor shall be relieved from the liability 
imposed under this chapter by reason of having signed the application on 
account of any subsequent negligence or willful misconduct of the minor in 
operating a motor vehicle. 
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(e) The department may issue to a minor who is at least fifteen (15) years of 
age a special restricted license or permit to operate a motor-driven cycle or a 
motorized bicycle as defined in § 55-8-101, upon compliance by the minor or 
persons acting in the minor’s behalf with all of the other provisions of this 
chapter; provided, that the actual demonstration of ability to exercise ordinary 
and reasonable control, as provided in §§ 55-50-321 — 55-50-324, 55-50-331 — 
55-50-338 and 55-50-352, is made on a motor-driven cycle or a motorized 
bicycle; and provided further, that the license or permit issued in accordance 
with this section shall show upon its face a restriction to the use of a 
motor-driven cycle or a motorized bicycle only, and any other restrictions that 
the department, upon good cause, deems necessary. 

(f) The department may issue to a minor who is fourteen (14) years of age or 
older a special restricted license when facts presented to the department 
indicate there is good cause to issue the restricted license. This license shall 
hereinafter be referred to as a hardship license. The hardship license shall be 
restricted according to rules and regulations promulgated by the commis- 
sioner. 

(g) The falsification of any information submitted under this section, either 
by the applicant or by the person signing any affidavit required under this 
section, shall result in the suspension of the license of the applicant and the 
license of the person signing the affidavit. 


History. 1976. ch, 641, 9 15 1977, ch. 90, §. 1; 1977, ch. 

Acts1937; ‘ch. °90, §°3; C. Supp. 1950) °° 189,'§ 2; 1978, ch. 643, §$. 1,2; 1979, ch. 247, 
§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955, ch. §§ 5, 8; T-C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, 
114, § 2; 1957, ch. 199, §§ 1, 2; 1957, ch. 209, ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
§ 1; 1959, ch. 272,§ 1; 1967, ch.238,§ l;impl. § 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-312; Acts 1995, 
am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, ch. 272, § 1; 1996, ch. 802, §§ 1-3, 5; 2000, ch. 
Seliol974ech; 444, S$el, 2° 1975, ch. \82e:$<1; ») 700;§ 672008, chy 1151, § 1;2015; ch. 330, §.:1. 


55-50-312. Licensing of minors. [Effective on January 1, 2022. See the 
version effective until January 1, 2022.] 


(a)(1L) The application of any person under eighteen (18) years of age for an 
instruction permit or driver license shall be signed and verified before a 
person authorized to administer oaths by the person’s parent, stepparent, 
grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other authorized representative of 
the department of children’s services, or, in the event there is no parent, 
stepparent, grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other authorized repre- 
sentative of the department of children’s services, then by another responsible 
adult who is willing to assume the obligation imposed under this chapter 
upon a person signing the application of a minor. If other than a parent, 
stepparent, grandparent, guardian, foster parent, or other authorized repre- 
sentative of the department of children’s services, the responsible person 
must, in addition to assuming responsibility, file future proof of insurance on 
behalf of the minor until the minor reaches eighteen (18) years of age. If 
during this period the insurance or proof of financial responsibility is 
cancelled, terminated or no longer in force, the driving privileges of the minor 
shall be suspended until requirements of this section and $$ 55-50-301 and 
55-50-302 are complied with and a new application for reinstatement of the 
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license is made. If, in the event the applicant for a driver license is married, 

the spouse may sign and verify the application, if the spouse is a person 

capable of legally entering into contractual relationships. 

(2) As used in subdivision (a)(1), “stepfather,” “stepmother,” or “stepparent” 
means only that stepparent residing in the same household with the minor 
seeking the license. 

(3) In cases where a grandparent signs the application of a minor and 
assumes financial responsibility for a minor pursuant to this subsection (a), 
the parent, stepparent, guardian or custodian, as appropriate, shall sign a 
notarized statement authorizing the grandparent to do so which shall 
accompany the license application. In addition, the grandparent shall 
present a statement indicating the grandparent’s understanding of the 
financial responsibility the grandparent is assuming pursuant to this section. 
The SR-22 form from the grandparent’s insurance provider shall fulfill this 
requirement. 

(b) Any negligence or willful misconduct or violation of any motor vehicle law 
of this state or any municipality thereof by a minor under eighteen (18) years of 
age when driving a motor vehicle upon a highway or street shall be imputed to 
the person who has signed the application of the minor for a permit or license, 
which person shall be jointly and severally liable with the minor for any 
damages or fines occasioned by the negligence, willful misconduct, or violation, 
except as otherwise provided in subsection (c). 

(c) In the event a minor deposits or there is deposited upon the minor’s behalf 
proof of financial responsibility with respect to the operation of a motor vehicle 
owned by the minor, or if not the owner of a motor vehicle, then with respect to 
the operation of any motor vehicle, in form and in amounts as required under 
the motor vehicle financial responsibility laws of this state, then the department 
may accept the application of the minor when signed by the spouse over eighteen 
(18) years of age, or one (1) parent, stepparent, grandparent or guardian of the 
minor, and while proof is maintained the spouse, parent, stepparent, grandpar- 
ent or the guardian shall not be subject to the liability imposed under subsection 
(b). 

(d) Any person who has signed the application of a minor for a license may 
thereafter file with the department a notarized written request that the license 
of the minor so granted be cancelled. Thereupon, the department shall cancel 
the license of the minor, and upon cancellation by the department, the person 
who signed the application of the minor shall be relieved from the liability 
imposed under this chapter by reason of having signed the application on 
account of any subsequent negligence or willful misconduct of the minor in 
operating a motor vehicle. 

(e) The department may issue to a minor who is at least fifteen (15) years of 
age a special restricted license or permit to operate a motor-driven cycle or a 
motorized bicycle as defined in § 55-8-101, upon compliance by the minor or 
persons acting in the minor’s behalf with all of the other provisions of this 
chapter; provided, that the actual demonstration of ability to exercise ordinary 
and reasonable control, as provided in $$ 55-50-321 — 55-50-324, 55-50-331 — 
55-50-338 and 55-50-352, is made on a motor-driven cycle or a motorized 
bicycle; and provided further, that the license or permit issued in accordance 
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with this section shall show upon its face a restriction to the use of a 
motor-driven cycle or a motorized bicycle only, and any other restrictions that 
the department, upon good cause, deems necessary. 

(P(LD) The department may issue to a minor who is fourteen (14) years of age 
or older a special restricted license when facts presented to the department 
indicate there is good cause to issue the restricted license. This license shall 
hereinafter be referred to as a hardship license. The hardship license shall be 
restricted according to rules and regulations promulgated by the 
commissioner. 

(2) Notwithstanding this chapter or other law to the contrary, a Class H or 
hardship license issued to a minor who holds a Class P license or instruc- 
tional permit expires on the date the Class P license or instructional permit 
expires. 

(g) The falsification of any information submitted under this section, either 
by the applicant or by the person signing any affidavit required under this 
section, shall result in the suspension of the license of the applicant and the 
license of the person signing the affidavit. 


History. ch. 804, § 7; 1987, ch. 446, § 11; 1988, ch. 584, 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 3; C. Supp. 1950, § 4; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-104, 55-7-312; Acts 1995, 

§ 2715.11 (Williams, § 2715.16); Acts 1955, ch. ch. 272, § 1; 1996, ch. 802, §§ 1-3, 5; 2000, ch. 

114, § 2; 1957, ch. 199, §§ 1, 2; 1957, ch. 209, 700,§ 6; 2008, ch. 1151,§ 1; 2015, ch. 330, § 1; 

§ 1; 1959, ch. 272, § 1; 1967, ch. 238,§ l;impl. 2021, ch. 137, § 1. 

am. Acts 1971, ch. 162, § 3; Acts 1972, ch. 467, pppoe pe aay 


§ 25) 1974) chi 444,°§$0 12 °23;1975, ch» 82,'§ 1; 
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189, § 2; 1978, ch. 648, §§ 1, 2; 1979, ch. 247, Effective Dates. 

8§ 5, 8; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-704; Acts 1986, Acts 2021, ch. 187, § 2. January 1, 2022. 


55-50-321. Applications. [Amendment contingent on funding by the 
federal selective service system. See the Compiler’s Notes.] 


(a)(1) Every application for a driver license, instruction permit, intermediate 
driver license, and photo identification card shall be made upon a form 
furnished by the department. Every application shall be accompanied by a 
birth certificate or other proof of the applicant’s date of birth that is 
satisfactory to the driver license examiner and by a nonrefundable fee of two 
dollars ($2.00), which shall constitute expendable receipts of the depart- 
ment. The application shall also be accompanied by proof of Tennessee 
residency acceptable to the department. 

(2) The application fee required under subdivision (a)(1) is not required in 
the case of applications for restricted driver licenses under § 40-24-105(b). 
(b) The driver license examiner is authorized and required to obtain positive 

proof of age and identification of any person taking an examination for a driver 
license. The applicant shall make certification on the application as to the 
applicant’s age and identification, and, in addition, shall submit to the driver 
license examiner other documentation meeting the criteria established by 
rules promulgated by the commissioner as proof of age and identification, or 
present to the driver license examiner one (1) person who possesses a valid 
driver license issued in this state who shall attest, in writing, under oath, that 
the applicant has truthfully identified the applicant in the applicant’s affidavit. 
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For applicants under eighteen (18) years of age, the oath may be administered 
to, and the affidavit attested and signed by, a parent or legal guardian of the 
applicant, if the parent or legal guardian possesses a valid driver license issued 
in this state. The driver license examiners are empowered and authorized to 
administer oaths to applicants and attesting witnesses and to take affidavits. 
(c)(1)(A) Every application shall state the full name, date and place of birth, 
sex, county of residence, residence address, including the street address 
and number or route and box number, or post office box number if the 
applicant has no bona fide residential street address, of applicant, height, 
weight, hair and eye color, social security number, if the applicant has 
been issued a social security number, and whether any such license has 
ever been suspended or revoked, or whether an application has ever been 
refused, and, if so, the date of and reason for the suspension, revocation, 
or refusal, and other information as the department may require to 
determine the applicant’s identity, competency, and eligibility. The infor- 
mation regarding the applicant’s social security number shall be main- 
tained in the records of the department of safety for use as required by any 
state or federal law relative to child support establishment or enforcement 
or for other purposes as may be required by law. If the department allows 
the use of a number other than the social security number on the face of 
the license, and the social security number obtained on the application is 
kept on file with the department, the department shall so advise the 
applicant. Any applicant for a Tennessee driver license who desires the 
assistance of an interpreter in order to make application for a license and 
complete the required application shall be responsible for procuring this 
assistance; provided, that nothing contained within this part shall be 
construed or implemented in any manner that violates the Americans 
With Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.). 

(B) Any applicant who does not have, or who states that the applicant 
has never been issued, a social security number required by subdivision 
(c)(1)(A) shall complete an affidavit, under penalty of perjury, affirming 
that the applicant has never been issued a social security number. 

(C) Any applicant applying for a driver license, instruction permit, 
intermediate driver license or photo identification license, upon initial 
issuance or reinstatement, shall provide either an original or certified copy 
of one of the following: 

(i) Documentation that the applicant is a citizen of the United States; 
or 

(ii) Documentation issued by the United States government estab- 
lishing that the applicant is a lawful permanent resident. 

(D) Any applicant who has received an initial issuance of a driver 
license since January 1, 2001, shall provide documentation as required in 
subdivision (c)(1)(C)(i) or (c)(1)(C)Gi) upon the first renewal date of the 
license. 

(EK) Any applicant applying for reinstatement on or after July 1, 2012, 
for which the department has the documents required in subdivision 
(c)(1)(C)G) or (c)(1)(C)Gi) on file, shall be deemed in compliance with 
subdivision (c)(1)(C) unless otherwise required by law. 
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(2) For applicants under eighteen (18) years of age, the application shall 
be accompanied by documentation of compliance with § 49-6-3017. No 
first-time applicant who is eighteen (18) years of age or younger suspended 
pursuant to § 55-50-502(a)(1)(J), shall be assessed a reinstatement fee by 
the department. 

(d) Whenever an application is received from a person previously licensed in 
another jurisdiction, the department shall request a copy of the driver’s record 
in this state with the same force and effect as though entered on the driver’s 
record in this state in the original instance. 

(e) Section 55-50-602 is applicable to any person who knowingly makes false 
or fraudulent certification as to the person’s identification, date of birth, or 
driving privileges when making application for a driver license or photo 
identification license. The false attestation, knowingly made, is also punish- 
able by suspension of the driver license of the person for two (2) years. The 
person shall be entitled to the rights and remedies established by the Uniform 
Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, for contested 
case hearings. 

(f) [Effective December 1, 2002, if contingency met. See the Compil- 
er’s Notes.] Every application form for an intermediate driver license, driver 
license, renewal of driver license or photo identification license shall contain 
the following language printed clearly thereon: “By submitting this applica- 
tion, I am consenting to registration with the Selective Service System, if so 
required by Federal Law.” 

(g) The department shall not accept matricula consular cards as proof of 
identification for driver license application and issuance purposes. 

(h) Any applicant applying for a temporary driver license, temporary 
learner permit, temporary intermediate driver license or temporary photo 
identification license, upon initial issuance, renewal and reinstatement, shall 
provide proof acceptable to the department relative to the applicant’s identity, 
Tennessee residency, and authorized period of stay in the United States. 

(i)(1) Any person presenting a driver license from a state that issues driver 

licenses to illegal aliens for the purposes of obtaining a Tennessee driver 

license shall be required to establish proof of United States citizenship, 
lawful permanent resident status, or, in the case of a temporary driver 
license, a specified period of authorized stay in the United States. 

(2) The department is authorized to promulgate rules necessary to 
effectuate this subsection (i) in accordance with the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5. The department is also 
authorized to utilize any process to comply with any rules and regulations, 
exemptions, and policies promulgated by the United States secretary of 
homeland security or other state or federal agency. 


History. ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch.56,§ 1;mod. § 1;1987,ch. 446,§ 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 1988, 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, ch.978,§ 1;T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-321; Acts 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
§°1;°1974, ch: 444, §§' 3, 4; 1974) ch. 748; § 391; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 


1989, ch. 187, § 1; 1989, ch. 341, § 2; 1990, ch. 
819, $,.3; 1992,.ch..611,.$ 1;.1992, ch. 791, § 9; 
19Gb pen. poss 171.098) ch. 699.6 1541998, ch. 
7179; § 1;'1998,'ch. 1098, °§ 62;°1999; ch. 374, 
§ 3; 2000, ch. 700, § 7; 2001, ch. 158, §§ 1, 2; 


55-50-323 


2002, ch. 781, § 3; 2003, ch. 351, § 1; 2004, ch. 
778, § 3; 2007, ch. 194, §§ 9, 10; 2012, ch. 542, 
§ 1; 2018, ch. 665, § 1; 2021, ch. 410, § 5. 


Compiler’s Notes. 

Acts 2002, ch. 781, § 3 amended this section 
by adding (f) effective December 1, 2002; how- 
ever, as provided in § 5 of that act, the act shall 
only be effective if the federal selective service 
system pays for computer programming fees 
necessitated pursuant to the provisions of that 
act. The commissioner of safety shall certify to 
the commissioner of finance and administra- 
tion and to the executive secretary of the Ten- 


55-50-323. Fees. 


MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES 


144 


nessee code commission that the department 
has received sufficient funding from the federal 
selective service system to implement the com- 
puter programming necessitated pursuant to 
the provisions of the act. The section as set out 
above reflects the amendment by ch. 781. 

Acts 2021, ch. 410, § 1 provided that the act 
is known and may be cited as the “Reentry 
Success Act of 2021.” 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment added (a)(2). 


Effective Dates. . 
Acts 2021, ch. 410, § 25. July 1, 2021. 


(a)(1) The fees charged for eight-year driver licenses shall be as set by this 
subsection (a). For any license term other than eight (8) years, the fee shall 
be appropriately prorated; provided, that for Class D, Class M, and photo 
identification licenses, there shall be deducted from the gross prorated fee 


the amount of two dollars ($2.00). 


(2) The fees charged for driver licenses shall be as follows: 

(A) For Class A and renewal thereof, sixty-four dollars ($64.00) until 
cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(B) For Classes B and C and renewal thereof, fifty-six dollars ($56.00) 
until cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(C) For Class D and renewal thereof, twenty-six dollars ($26.00) until 
cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(D) For Class M and renewal thereof, twenty-six dollars ($26.00) until 
cancelled, revoked, suspended, or expired; 

(EK) For Class P, a fee equal to the fee for the particular class license for 
which the person is applying until cancelled, revoked, suspended or 


expired; 


(F) In addition to the above fees, any person applying for a special 
endorsement, or renewal thereof, shall pay an additional two dollars and 
fifty cents ($2.50) for each endorsement; 

(G) For a restricted license, sixty-five dollars ($65.00) until cancelled, 


revoked or suspended; 


(H) For any commercial upgrade from Class C to Class B, or Class B to 


Class A, fifteen dollars ($15.00); 


(I) For the first duplicate of any license herein provided, during a 
regular renewal cycle, six dollars ($6.00), and for the second and subse- 
quent duplicate during a regular renewal cycle, ten dollars ($10.00); 

(J)\G) For a photo identification card, or renewal thereof, ten dollars 

($10.00) until cancelled or expired. The fee charged for a photo identi- 

fication license or renewal of a photo identification license issued 

pursuant to § 55-50-331(g) shall be the same as the fee charged for an 

eight-year photo identification license pursuant to this subsection (a); 

(ii) Any person with an intellectual or physical disability unable to 
obtain a regular operator’s license may be issued a photo identification 
license. For the purpose of this subdivision (a)(2)(J)(@ii), a “person with 
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an intellectual disability” means an individual having significantly 
deficient or sub-average general intellectual functioning either from 
birth or originating during the developmental period and that is 
associated with an impairment of adaptive behavior. The intellectual or 
physical disability shall be verified by letter from a physician licensed to 
practice in Tennessee, and the person shall furnish satisfactory proof of 
the person’s identity by birth certificate or any other satisfactory 
document substantiating the person’s identity. Upon submission of an 
application and satisfactory verification of intellectual or physical 
disability and proof of identity, the department shall issue, without 
charge, a permanent Tennessee photo identification license having 
printed prominently thereon the following statement: “FOR IDENTIFI- 
CATION PURPOSES ONLY, NOT VALID FOR VEHICULAR OPERA- 
TION”; 

(K)Gi) For any person sixty (60) years of age or older who, on or after 
January 1, 2013, elects to renew a nonphoto bearing license, the fee for 
the license shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00); provided, that the license is 
an operator (Class D or M) with no endorsements; 

(ii) No person sixty (60) years of age or older who, prior to January 1, 
2013, elected to obtain a nonphoto bearing license shall be required to 
obtain a driver license with a photograph on or after January 1, 2013; 
(L)@) If a Class C or Class B is upgraded to a Class A before the end of 
the renewal cycle, the applicant must pay the appropriate application 
and commercial upgrade fees; 

(ii) Ifa Class C is upgraded to a Class B before the end of the renewal 
cycle, the applicant must pay the appropriate application and commer- 
cial upgrade fees; 

(iii) If a Class P is upgraded to a Class A, B, C, D or M within one (1) 
year of date of issuance, there will be no upgrade fee required; and 
(M) Notwithstanding this section, any person applying for a school bus 


endorsement, as defined in § 55-50-102(22)(E), or renewal thereof, shall 
pay a total fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) for each school bus endorsement. 


(b) For the purposes of this section, “driver license” includes intermediate 
driver license. 

(c) The fee charged for any temporary driver license issued pursuant to 
§ 55-50-331(g) shall be the same as the fee charged for an eight-year Class D 


license. 
History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1948, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14. (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
L7G SSS) 1 2°1970; ch) 352.;§ VAlo72ich. 652; 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-323; Acts 1990, ch. 
830,§ 1; 1992, ch. 791, § 4; 2000, ch. 700, § 10; 


2004, ch. 778, § 5; 2007, ch. 194, $$ 14, 15; 
2011, ch. 47, §§ 63, 64; 2011, ch. 158, § 28; 
2011, ch. 208, § 1; 2012, ch. 1071, §§ 1, 2; 2015, 
ch. 348, §§ 2-5; 2016, ch. 1008, § 2; 2019, ch. 
1p. 8) 1 202), Co. 229... 1 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment deleted “color” preced- 
ing “photograph” in (a)(2)(K)(@ai). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 219, § 12. April 22, 2021. 
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55-50-331. Examination for, and issuance, renewal and contents of, 
licenses — Conditional licenses. 


(a) Notwithstanding this chapter to the contrary, the department has 
oversight of the issuance, examination and renewal of all driver licenses 
provided for in this chapter. The department is authorized to contract for the 
provision of any service related to the issuance, examination and renewal of 
driver licenses subject to applicable contracting statutes and regulations. The 
commissioner has the discretion to solicit outside consulting services in order 
to accomplish on a competitive basis the design and application of the system 
and implementation of this system. Any entity so contracting with the 
department is authorized to charge an additional fee of four dollars ($4.00), 
which shall be retained by the entity for administrative costs. 

(b)(1) The department shall, upon payment of the required fee, issue to every 
applicant qualifying therefor a driver license indicating the type or general 
class of vehicles the licensee may drive, which license shall bear thereon a 
distinguishing number assigned to the licensee, the full legal name, date of 
birth, current residence address including the street address and number or 
route and box number (or post office box number if the applicant has no bona 
fide residential street address), a brief description, a visible full face 
photograph of the licensee, and either a facsimile of the signature of the 
licensee or a space upon which the licensee shall write the licensee’s usual 
signature with pen and ink. No license shall be valid until it has been so 
signed by the licensee. 

(2) The department shall not issue a driver license that displays an 
applicant’s social security number unless the applicant specifically requests 
in writing that the number be displayed on the license. 

(3) The date of birth information on a driver license issued by the 
department must be plainly visible and the font size must be the same size 
as that of the driver license number. 

(4)(A) Any person who can provide proof that the person was a victim of 

identity theft, under § 39-14-150, may apply for the issuance of a new 

driver license with a new distinguishing number. The department shall 
issue the new driver license to the applicant and may charge a duplicate 
license fee, pursuant to § 55-50-323(a)(2)(1), to cover the cost of issuance. 

(B) The proof required by subdivision (b)(4)(A) may be satisfied by 

presentation of a law enforcement report that lists the applicant as a 

victim of identity theft, under § 39-14-150. 

(c) The license shall also display the issuance and expiration dates during 
which time the license is valid, and shall note whether the license is a 
duplicate of an original license. 

(d) The department, upon issuing a license, shall have authority to impose 
restrictions suitable to the licensee’s driving ability with respect to the type of, 
or special, mechanical control devices required on a motor vehicle that the 
licensee may operate or other restrictions applicable to the licensee as the 
department may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a 
motor vehicle by the licensee. 

(e) The department may either issue a special conditional license or may set 
forth the conditions upon the usual license form. 
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(f) It is a Class A misdemeanor for any person to operate a motor vehicle in 
any manner in violation of the conditions imposed by a conditional license 
issued to the person. 

(g) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the department may 
issue a temporary driver license, temporary intermediate driver license, 
temporary photo identification license or a temporary learner permit to 
persons whose presence in the United States has been authorized by the 
federal government for a specific purpose and for a specified period of 
authorized stay. The temporary driver license or photo identification license 
shall be valid only during the period of time of the applicant’s authorized stay 
in the United States; provided, however, that no temporary license or photo 
identification license shall be issued for a period of longer than eight (8) years. 

(h) Any applicant applying for a temporary driver license, temporary 
intermediate driver license, temporary photo identification license or tempo- 
rary learner permit, upon initial issuance, renewal or reinstatement, shall 
meet the requirements of this chapter and any rules and regulations promul- 
gated by the department. 

(i) Any nonphoto bearing driver license issued under §§ 55-50-323 and 
55-50-335, and any nonexpiring photo identification license issued under 
§§ 55-50-323 and 55-50-336, shall be issued in compliance with the federal 
regulations of 6 CFR Part 37 for non-REAL ID compliant licenses. 


History. 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1948, ch. 56, § 1; mod. 
C. Supp. 1950, § 2715.14 (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, Seukoeele7 0, chi Bb2 260191972" 6h. Go2: 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817, § 1; 1982, ch. 767, § 1; 1984, ch. 942, 
§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, ch. 584, § 7; 
T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-331; Acts 1989, ch. 
341, § 3; 1989, ch. 591, § 6; 1992, ch. 791, § 5; 
1999, ch. 44, § 1; 2004, ch. 778, § 6; 2004, ch. 
943, §§ 1, 2; 2007, ch. 194, §§ 16-18; 2008, ch. 
611, § 1; 2008, ch. 638, § 1; 2009, ch. 321, § 18; 
2010, ch. 1037, § 4; 2012, ch. 6215 $/192014:ch, 
586, § 1; 2015, ch. 348, § 6; 2018, ch. 800, § 1; 
2021, ch. 219, §§ 2-4. 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment deleted “color” preced- 
ing “photograph” near the end of the first sen- 
tence of (b)(1); substituted “The department 
shall not issue a driver license that displays” 
for “The plastic laminated driver license issued 
by the department shall not display” in (b)(2); 
and in (b)(3), deleted “font size of the” preceding 
“date of birth information”, substituted “a 
driver” for “the plastic laminated driver”, sub- 
stituted “must be plainly visible and the font 
size must” for “shall” and deleted the last 
sentence which read: “The date of birth shall be 
in red.” 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 219, § 12. April 22, 2021. 


55-50-335. Visible full face on licenses. 


(a) All driver licenses shall bear a visible full face photograph of the 
applicant furnished by the department or bear an endorsement that no 
photograph is required. No license issued shall be valid unless it bears this 


photograph or endorsement. 


(b)(1) The department shall begin developing a plan for implementation of a 
system for the issuance of driver licenses bearing a visible full face 
photograph of the licensee, which photograph shall be taken by or under the 


direction of the department. 
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(2) The department shall use such process or processes in the issuance of 
licenses that prohibit, as nearly as practicable, the ability to alter or 
reproduce the license or the ability to superimpose a photograph on the 
license without ready detection. 
(3) This system shall permit the keeping of a copy of the actual driver 
license as issued. 

(c) In the development and installation of a system for the issuance of 
licenses, the department shall establish regulations and standards for the 
evaluation of various processes and equipment available for this purpose, and 
shall provide an opportunity for each reliable and financially responsible 
company with such a process to demonstrate its process and equipment for the 
purpose of determining the best available process and equipment at the most 
economical price. Any contracts for the purchase of material and equipment 
required to implement this program shall be entered into in accordance with 
the competitive bid procedures provided for in title 12, chapter 3. The 
commissioner may solicit outside consulting services in order to accomplish on 
a competitive basis the design and application of the system and implemen- 
tation thereof. The commissioner shall require a performance bond sufficient to 
guarantee the performance of any such lease or franchise contracts that may 
be entered into, the bond to be sufficient to protect the interests of the state and 
of the individual license purchasers. 

(d) In addition to its other duties under the law, the procurement commis- 
sion shall advise the commissioner on appropriate standards for the evaluation 
of various processes and equipment, shall observe any demonstrations of 
processes and equipment, and shall advise the commissioner on the most 
economic and feasible method available. 


History. 7-335; Acts 2010, ch. 1037, § 5; 2011, ch. 295, 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 6; 1943, ch. 56,§ 1;mod. § 19; 2021, ch. 219, §§ 5, 6. 
C.. Supp.” 1950, | § 2715.14 (Williams, 


§§ 2715.19, 2715.19a); Acts 1955, ch. 114, § 4; 
1967, ch. 97, § 1; 1967, ch. 370, § 1; 1969, ch. 
176, §§ 1, 2; 1970, ch. 352, § 1; 1972, ch. 652, 
§ 1; 1974, ch. 444, §§ 3, 4; 1974, ch. 748, § 31; 
modified; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-707; Acts 1980, 
ch. 817,'$ 1;'1982, ch. 618;'$  1:°1982, chi767, 
§ 1; 1984, ch. 942,§ 1; 1987, ch. 446, § 9; 1988, 
ch. 584, § 7; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-107, 55-7-108, 55- 


Amendments. 

The 2021 amendment substituted “visible 
full face” for “color” in (a); and substituted 
“driver licenses bearing a visible full face” for 
“plastic laminated driver licenses bearing 
thereon a color” in (b)(1). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 219, § 12. April 22, 2021. 


55-50-354. Language or symbol on driver license or photo identifica- 
tion card reflecting military service. 


(a) When the department issues or renews a driver license or photo 
identification card to an honorably discharged veteran, the driver license or 
photo identification card shall have language or a symbol designed by the 
department of veterans services, in consultation with the department of safety, 
that appropriately reflects the driver’s military service. The language or 
symbol shall be displayed prominently on the license. 

(b) Tennessee veterans who elect to have language or a symbol indicating 
their military service on their driver license at the time of renewal or reissue 
shall pay the required license or photo identification card fee, check a box on 
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the application stating they are a veteran, and provide a certified copy of: 

(1) The applicant’s certificate of release or discharge, department of 
defense form 214 (DD 214), showing dates of service and that the applicant 
received an honorable discharge; 

(2) The applicant’s department of defense form DD form 2 (Retired) 
identification; 

(3) The applicant’s AGO Form 53-55 or NAVPERS 553 showing the dates 
of service; or 

(4) The applicant’s official NAVPERS-660 form, showing proof of honor- 
able discharge. 


History. Effective Dates. 

Acts 2011, ch. 3387, § 1; 2015, ch, 24, °§ 7; Acts 2021, ch. 247, § 2. April 28, 2021. 
ZO18, ch'677, $* 15 2020)'eh.'519, $' Ty 2027, ch! 
247, § 1. 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment added (b)(4). 


PART 4 
COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSES 


55-50-405. Violations — Penalties — Driving under the influence. 


(a)(1) The commissioner shall suspend for at least one (1) year, a commercial 
motor vehicle operator who is found to have committed a first violation of: 

(A) Driving a commercial motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol or 
a controlled substance, or with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 
four-hundredths of one percent (0.04%) or greater; 

(B) Leaving the scene of an accident while driving a commercial motor 
vehicle; or | 

(C) Operating a commercial motor vehicle in the commission of a felony, 
except a controlled substance felony as described in subdivision (a)(4). 
(2) Ifthe operator commits any of the violations while carrying hazardous 

materials, the suspension shall be for a period of three (3) years. 

(3) The commissioner shall suspend for life, or a period not less than ten 
(10) years, according to department of transportation regulations, a com- 
mercial motor vehicle operator who is found to have committed a second 
violation of: 

(A) Driving a commercial motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol 
with a BAC of point zero four (0.04) or greater, or other controlled 
substance; 

(B) Leaving the scene of an accident while driving a commercial motor 
vehicle; or 

(C) Using a commercial motor vehicle in the commission of a felony. 
(4) The commissioner shall suspend for life, a commercial motor vehicle 

operator who is found to have used a commercial motor vehicle in the 
commission of a felony involving the manufacture, distribution, or dispens- 
ing of a controlled substance, or possession with intent to distribute. 
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(5) The commissioner shall suspend for a period of not less than sixty (60) 
days each person who in a three-year period has committed two (2) serious 
traffic violations involving a commercial motor vehicle, and for not less than 
one hundred twenty (120) days each person who has committed three (3) 
serious traffic violations in a three-year period. 

(6)(A) Any person violating subdivisions (a)(1), (2), and (8) shall, upon 

conviction, be punished pursuant to the requirements of §§ 55-10-402 and 

55-10-403, except for provision of license suspension, which shall be in 

accordance with this subsection (a). 

(B) Any person violating subdivision (a)(4) shall, upon conviction, be 
fined not less than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500), and be 
imprisoned for not less than ninety (90) days nor more than one (1) year. 
(7)(A) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who is 
convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for one hundred eighty (180) days if the driver is convicted 
of a first violation of an out-of-service order. 

(B) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who is 
convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for two (2) years if, during any ten-year period, the driver is 
convicted of two (2) violations of out-of-service orders in separate inci- 
dents. 

(C) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who is 
convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for three (3) years if, during any ten-year period, the driver 
is convicted of three (3) or more violations of out-of-service orders in 
separate incidents. 

(8)(A) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license for a period of 

one hundred eighty (180) days if a driver is convicted of violating an 

out-of-service order while driving a commercial motor vehicle while 
transporting hazardous materials required to be placarded under the 

Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. § 5101 et seq.), or 

while operating a motor vehicle designed to transport more than fifteen 

(15) passengers including the driver. 

(B) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a driver who is 
convicted of violating an out-of-service order while driving a commercial 
motor vehicle for a period of three (3) years if the driver is convicted of any 
subsequent violation of out-of-service orders, in separate incidents, while 
transporting hazardous materials required to be placarded under the 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act or while operating a commercial 
motor vehicle designed to transport more than fifteen (15) passengers, 
including the driver. 

(9) The commissioner shall suspend the driver license of a commercial 
motor vehicle operator who is convicted of violating a railroad highway grade 
crossing law or regulation while operating a commercial motor vehicle, for 
not less than sixty (60) days for a first conviction; not less than one hundred 
twenty (120) days for a second conviction, if the violation occurred within a 
three-year period from the first violation; and one (1) year for a third 
conviction, if the violation occurred within three (3) years from the first 
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violation, for the following offenses: 

(A) For drivers who are not required to always stop pursuant to 
§ 55-8-147, failing to slow down and check the railroad highway grade 
crossing to be sure it is clear of an approaching train; 

(B) For drivers who are not required to always stop pursuant to 
§ 55-8-147, failing to stop before reaching the railroad highway grade 
crossing if the tracks are not clear; 

(C) A conviction of § 55-8-147; 

(D) Failure to have sufficient space to drive completely through the 
railroad highway grade crossing without stopping; 

(EZ) Failure to obey a traffic control device or the directions of an 
enforcement official at the railroad highway grade crossing; or 

(F) Failure to negotiate a railroad highway grade crossing because of 
insufficient undercarriage clearance. 
(10)(A) A driver who is convicted of violating an out-of-service order shall 
be subject to a civil penalty of not less than two thousand five hundred 
dollars ($2,500) for a first conviction and not less than five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) for a second or subsequent conviction, in addition to any 
disqualification or other penalty which may be imposed by state or federal 
law. 

(B) The civil penalty shall be assessed by the department after receiv- 
ing notification of the conviction. 

(C) Funds received pursuant to this section shall become expendable 
receipts of the department. 

(b) Any person violating § 55-50-401 shall, upon conviction, be fined not less 
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000), and be imprisoned for not less than ten (10) days nor more than 
ninety (90) days. 

(c) Any person violating § 55-50-402 shall, upon conviction, be fined not less 
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than five hundred dollars 
($500), and imprisoned for not less than two (2) days nor more than thirty (30) 
days. 

(d) Any person violating § 55-50-403 shall, upon conviction, be fined not 
more than five hundred dollars ($500) and also be subject to civil penalties 
pursuant to 49 CFR § 383.53(b)(2). 

(e) Any person violating § 55-50-404 shall, upon conviction of a first offense, 
be fined not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000), and be imprisoned for not less than thirty (30) days 
nor more than ninety (90) days; and upon conviction of a second or subsequent 
offense, be fined not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) nor more than two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) and be imprisoned for not less than 
ninety (90) days nor more than one (1) year. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision in this title, the privilege of 
operating a commercial motor vehicle shall be subject to 49 CFR Parts 383 and 
384 relative to the disqualification of drivers. 

(g) Any person charged with driving a commercial motor vehicle without a 
commercial driver license in the driver’s possession, may, on or before the court 
date, submit evidence of compliance at the time of the violation. If the court is 
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satisfied that compliance was in effect at the time of the violation, the charge 
shall be dismissed without cost to the defendant and no litigation tax shall be 
due or collected, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary. 

(h) Pursuant to 49 CFR § 350.341, no provision of law relative to commer- 
cial driver licenses, including, but not limited to, physical qualification 
standards and records to be kept by drivers, shall be applicable to drivers of 
motor vehicles that have a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination 
weight rating of twenty-six thousand pounds (26,000 lbs.) or less that are 
operated in intrastate commerce to transport property, and that do not 
transport: 

(1) Hazardous materials required to be placarded; 
(2) Sixteen (16) or more persons, including the driver; or 
(3) Passengers for hire. 

(i)(1) The commissioner shall suspend for life, a commercial motor vehicle 

operator who has been convicted of a human trafficking offense, as defined in 

§ 39-13-314, or an equivalent offense in another jurisdiction. 

(2) A person who has been convicted of a human trafficking offense, as 
defined in § 39-13-314, or an equivalent offense in another jurisdiction, is 
disqualified from obtaining a commercial driver license. 


History. 2010, ch. 1037, §§ 6, 7; 2013, ch. 154, § 44; 
Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 2017, ch. 156, § 3; 2021, ch. 112, § 1. 

Ch QO ISS ie St Co enp py maDO wipe lacks 

(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1973, ch. 224,§§ 1, Amendments. 

2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. The 2021 amendment added (i). 

584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-405; Acts \ 

1996, ch. 799, §§ 4, 5; 2001, ch. 110, § 3;2005, Effective Dates. 

ch. 235, §§ 5, 6, 8; 2009, ch. 321, §§ 21-24: Acts 2021, ch. 112, § 2. April 18, 2021. 


55-50-407. Commercial driver license. 


(a) The commercial driver license shall be, to the maximum extent practi- 
cable, tamper proof, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following 
information: 

(1) The full legal name and current legal residential address of the person 
including the street address and number or route and box number (or post 
office box number if the person has no bona fide residential street address); 

(2) Aphysical description of the person including sex, height, weight, hair 
and eye colors; 

(3) A number or identifier deemed appropriate by the department, which 
number shall not be the person’s social security number unless the applicant 
specifically requests in writing that the social security number be displayed 
on the license; 

(4) The class or type of commercial motor vehicle or vehicles that the 
person is authorized to operate; 

(5) The date of issuance and the date of expiration; 

(6) The name of this state; 

(7) Any restrictions that may apply; 

(8) Whether the license is an original or duplicate; 

(9) Organ donor information; 

(10) Endorsements under which the person is authorized to operate a 
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commercial motor vehicle; 
(11) Visible full face photograph; and 
(12) Any other information required by the secretary or deemed appro- 
priate by the department. 

(b) Not more than sixty (60) days before issuing a commercial driver license, 
the department shall notify the commercial driver license information system 
(CDLIS) of the proposed issuance of the license and provide the information 
required to ensure identification of the person. The department shall also 
request all information pertaining to the driving record of the person from all 
other states in which the person has been licensed to drive during the 
immediate preceding ten (10) years, and from the National Driver Register. 

(c) Within ten (10) days after issuing’ a commercial driver license, the 
department shall notify the commercial driver license information system of 
that fact, providing all information required to ensure identification of the 
person. 

(d) The department shall maintain copies of all documents including, but 
not limited to, the application, commercial driver license issued, and any other 
documents pertaining to the licensee. 

(e) Within ten (10) days after suspending, revoking or cancelling a commer- 
cial driver license, the department shall notify the commercial driver license 
information system of that disqualification if the sanction is for a period of 
sixty (60) days or more. 


History. 

Acts 1937, ch. 90, § 5; impl. am. Acts 1939, 
¢h) 205/995), 2. 8; C., Supp, 1950); $¢2715.13 
(Williams, § 2715.18); Acts 1973, ch. 224, §§ 1, 
2; T.C.A. (orig. ed.), § 59-706; Acts 1988, ch. 
584, § 6; T.C.A., §§ 55-7-106, 55-7-407; Acts 
1989, ch. 341, § 6; 1999, ch. 44, § 2; 2009, ch. 
BLL eSs Bo won ead. Cy 2 LOIS! 7, 


Amendments. 
The 2021 amendment substituted “Visible 
full face” for “Color” in (a)(11). 


Effective Dates. 
Acts 2021, ch. 219, § 12. April 22, 2021. 


PART 5 
SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION 


55-50-504. Driving while license cancelled, suspended or revoked — 
Minors — Forfeiture — Notice. 


NOTES TO DECISIONS 


8. Sentencing. 

Trial court did not abuse its discretion in 
sentencing defendant for two counts of posses- 
sion of methamphetamine with intent to sell, 
driving on revoked license, and possession of a 
controlled substance and drug paraphernalia; 
the sentences were within range, the trial court 
was free to give one mitigating factor zero 


weight, and although the trial court did not 
reference T.C.A. § 40-35-102(5) explicitly, the 
sentence imposed was consistent with sentenc- 
ing principles. Defendant had prior convictions 
and previously violated probation conditions. 
State v. Declue, — S.W.3d —, 2021 Tenn. Crim. 
App. LEXIS 70 (Tenn. Crim. App. Mar. 4, 2021). 
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